IMAGE  EVALUATION 
TEST  TARGET  (MT-3) 


1.0 


I.I 


>tt  Iiii&   12.2 

lU 


L25  iu 


us   1 2.0 

li 

1.6 


% 


^J*"*' 

.  ^ 


.«^ 


Fk)tDgraphic 

Sdences 

Corporation 


S^ 


\ 


<^ 


c\ 


\ 


^ 


23  WEST  MAIN  STREET 

WEBSTER,  N.Y.  14580 

(716)  873-4503 


^"V^ 
> 


o^ 


CIHM/ICMH 

Microfiche 

Series. 


CIHM/ICMH 
Collection  de 
microfiches. 


Canadian  Institute  for  Historical  Microreproductions  /  Institut  Canadian  de  microreproductions  historiques 


:\ 


\ 


Technical  and  Bibliographic  Notes/Notes  techniques  et  bibliographiques 


The  Institute  has  attempted  to  obtain  the  best 
original  copy  available  for  filming.  Features  of  this 
copy  which  may  be  bibliographically  unique, 
which  may  alter  any  of  the  images  in  the 
reproduction,  or  which  raay  significantly  change 
the  usual  method  of  filming,  are  checked  below. 


D 
D 
D 
D 

n 

□ 

D 
D 

D 


D 


Coloured  covers/ 
Couverture  de  couleur 

Covers  damaged/ 
Couverture  nndommagde 

Covers  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Couverture  restaur^e  et/ou  pellicul6e 

Cover  title  missing/ 

Le  titre  de  couverture  manque 

Coloured  maps/ 

Cartes  gdographiques  en  couleur 

Coloured  ink  (i.e.  other  than  blue  or  black)/ 
Encre  de  couleur  (i.e.  autre  que  bleue  ou  noire) 

Coloured  dilates  and/or  illustrations/ 
Planches  et/ou  illustrations  en  couleur 

Bound  with  other  material/ 
Reli6  avec  d'autres  documents 

Tight  binding  may  cause  shadows  or  distortion 
along  interior  margin/ 

La  re  liure  serrde  peut  couser  de  I'ombre  ou  de  la 
distortion  le  long  de  la  marge  intdrieure 

Blank  leaves  added  during  restoration  may 
appear  within  the  text.  Whenever  possible,  these 
have  been  omitted  from  filming/ 
II  se  peut  que  certaines  pages  blanches  ajoutdes 
lors  d'une  restuuration  apparaissent  dans  le  texte, 
mais,  lorsque  cela  dtait  possible,  ces  pages  n'ont 
pas  6t6  filmdes. 

Additional  comments:/ 
Commentaires  suppldmentaires: 


L'Institut  a  microfilm^  le  meilleur  e:templaire 
qu'il  lui  a  it6  possible  de  se  procurer.  Les  details 
de  cet  exemplaire  qui  sont  peut-Atre  uniques  du 
point  de  vue  bibliographique.  qui  peuvent  modifier 
une  image  reproduite,  ou  qui  peuvent  exiger  une 
modification  dans  la  m^thode  normale  de  filmage 
sont  indiquto  ci-dessous. 


D 
D 
D 
0 
D 
E 
D 
D 
D 
D 


Coloured  pages/ 
Pages  de  couleur 

Pages  damaged/ 
Pages  endommagdes 

Pages  restored  and/or  laminated/ 
Pages  restaur^es  et/ou  peliicuides 

Pages  discoloured,  stained  or  foxed/ 
Pages  ddcoior^es,  tachetdes  ou  piqu6es 

Pages  detached/ 
Pages  ddtach^es 

Showthrough/ 
Transparence 

Quality  of  print  varies/ 
Quality  in6gale  de  I'impression 

Includes  supplementary  material/ 
Comprend  du  materiel  supplimentaire 

Only  edition  available/ 
Seule  Edition  disponible 

Pages  wholly  or  partially  obscured  by  errata 
slips,  tissues,  etc.,  have  been  ref limed  to 
ensure  the  best  possible  image/ 
Les  pages  totalement  ou  partieliement 
obscurcies  par  un  feuillet  d'errata,  une  pelure, 
etc.,  ont  6t6  fiimdes  A  nouveau  de  fa^on  d 
obtenir  la  meiJIeure  image  possible. 


This  item  is  filmed  at  the  reduction  ratio  checked  below/ 

Ce  document  est  fiimA  au  taux  de  reduction  indiqu6  ci-dessous. 


The  c( 
to  the 


The  in 
possib 
of  the 
filmin 


Origin 
beginr 
the  lai 
sion, 
other 
first  p 
sion, 
or  illu) 


The  la 
shall  c 
TINUE 
which 

Maps, 

differe 

entirel 

beginn 

right  a 

require 

metho 


10X 

14X 

18X 

22X 

26X 

30X 

1 

y 

12X 

16X 

20X 

24X 

28X                             32X 

1 

t 

ilaire 
)s  details 
iques  du 
nt  modifier 
Kiger  une 
le  filmage 


[1/ 
|u6es 


The  copy  filmed  here  has  been  reproduced  thanks 
to  the  generosity  of: 

Library  of  the  Public 
Archives  of  Canada 


The  images  appearing  here  are  the  best  quality 
possible  considering  the  condition  and  legibility 
of  the  original  copy  and  in  keeping  with  the 
filming  contract  specifications. 


Original  copies  in  printed  paper  covers  are  filmed 
beginning  with  the  front  cover  and  ending  on 
the  last  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, or  the  back  cover  when  appropriate.  All 
other  original  copies  are  filmed  beginning  on  the 
first  page  with  a  printed  or  illustrated  impres- 
sion, and  ending  on  the  last  page  with  a  printed 
or  illustrated  impression. 


The  last  recorded  frame  on  each  microfiche 
shall  contain  the  symbol  —^^  (meaning  "CON- 
TINUED"), or  the  symbol  V  (meaning  "END"), 
whichever  applies. 


L'exemplaire  filmA  fut  reproduit  grice  h  la 
gAnirositi  de: 

La  bibliothdque  des  Archives 
publiques  ou  Canada 

Les  images  suivantes  ont  6t6  reproduites  avec  le 
plus  grand  soin,  compte  tenu  de  la  condition  et 
de  la  nettet«  de  l'exemplaire  film6,  et  en 
conformity  avec  les  conditions  du  contrat  de 
filmage. 

Les  exemplaires  originaux  dont  ia  couverture  en 
papier  est  imprimis  sont  filmis  en  commen9ant 
par  le  premier  plat  et  en  terminant  soit  par  la 
dernlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustration,  soit  par  le  second 
plat,  selon  le  cas.  Tous  les  autres  exem:ilaires 
originaux  sont  filmis  en  commenpant  par  la 
premiere  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'impression  ou  d'illustraticn  et  en  terminant  par 
la  dernit^re  page  qui  comporte  une  tella 
empreinte. 

Un  des  symboles  suivants  apparaftra  sur  ia 
derniire  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
cas:  le  symbols  —^  signifie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  y  signifie  "FIN". 


lire 


Maps,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  may  be  filmed  at 
different  reduction  ratios.  Those  too  large  to  be 
entirely  included  in  one  exposure  are  filmed 
beginning  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner,  left  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  as  many  frames  as 
required.  The  following  diagrams  illustrate  the 
method: 


Les  cartes,  planches,  tableaux,  etc.,  peuvent  dtre 
filmds  d  des  taux  de  reduction  diffiirents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grand  pour  dtre 
reproduit  en  un  seul  clich6,  il  est  film6  d  partir 
de  Tangle  sup6rieur  gauche,  de  gauche  A  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  bas,  en  prenant  le  nombre 
d'images  n6cessaire.  Les  diagrammes  suivants 
illustrent  la  mithode. 


by  errata 
led  to 

9nt 

jne  pelure, 

agon  d 


1 

2 

3 

32X 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

HISTORrCAL    VIEW 


Ol    THE 


COMMISSION 

FOR    ENQUIRING    INTO    THE    LOSSES, 
-SERVICES,    AND- CLAIMS, 

or   THE 

AMERICAN    LOYALISTS, 

AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  WAR 
BETWRBN 

GREAT   BRITAIN   AND    HER   COLONIES, 

IN    1783: 

WITH 

AN    ACCOUNT    OF    THK    COMPENSATION    GRANTED 
TO  THEM  BY  PARLIAMENT  IN  J 785  AND  I78S. 


"  Their  LoyrJty  they  kept,  their  love,  their  zeal, 

"  Nor  number,  nor  exainpl<!  with  tliem  wrout;ljt 

"  To  'werve  from  truth,  or  change  their  constant  mind." 

Milton. 


Bv  JOHN  EARDLEY-WILMOT,  Esa. 


LONDON:  / 

FHINTED  BY  J.NICHOLS,  SON,  AVDBEVTLEY,  REDLIOV  PASSAGR, 
FLEET  STREET  i  AND  SOLD  BV  THEM;  AND  ALSO  BV  LONOMAM 
AND  CO.   PATERNOSTER  ROW;    CADELL  AND  DAVIta,  STRAND; 


AND  HATCHARD,    PICCADILLY. 


■m 


1815. 


*  -  ■? 


F 


t  <:^' 


^77 


TO 


HIS  MOST  GRACIOUS  MAJESTY 


GliORGE    THE    THIRD, 


EftUALLY   DISTINGUISHED 


FOR  JUSTICE  AND  BENEFICENCE  TO  HIS  SUBJECTS, 
AND  FOR  HUMANITY  TO  HIS  ENEMIES} 


THIS    HISTORICAL  VIEW 


IS   HUMBLY   INSCRIBED 


BY 


HIS  MOST  DUTIFUL  SUBJECT, 

JOHN  EARDLEY-WILMOT. 


I  'I 


■A    .^   ;, 


:H 


i      ill 


^•^  -  >3i) 


i1":f  hk  r »  . .  !  -  '^TfT   Tt;  I  tf^fi'K 


')'  /.'! 


I » J 


''  u/..  :i;^u'^!u; 


.■'■-^  ja- 


.J'    ■.'-i.'   '    '.iV     if' 


■f'f?      r 


:ri^  vi^  '1^^ 


.*'•  «-i}l  H(>i  >■// 


'  -.'  ;  I 


This 

ago,  w 
War  w 
termina 
Nation? 


"^H)'   -.   rf      -  f 


U   J'(it)|.''    -r-Y^ 


■ioii:jr//-Y.ijii:i,  i  /*,,^|^ 


^^. 


(    V    ) 


> 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


This  Publication  was  begun  a  few  months 
ago,  when  there  was  an  expectation  that  the 
War  with  the  United  States  would  have  soon 
terminated  by  a  Peace  advantageous  to  both 
Nations. 
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IN    MEMORY    OF    THE    RECEPTION    AND    REMUNERATION    OP 

THE  AMERICAN  LOYALISTS  BY  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

.  r  AFTER  THE  PEACE  IN  1783.   : -  >.,  ...,  ^ 
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» .  Religion  and  Justice  are  represented 
extending  the  mantle  of  Britannia,  whilst 
she  herself  is  holding  out  her  arm  and  shield 
to  receive  the  Loyalists.  Under  the  shield 
is  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  surrounded  by 
Loyalists.  This  group  of  figures  consists  of 
various  characters,  representing  the  Law,  the 
Church  J  and  the  Government,  with  other 
^  inhabitants  of  North  America ;  and  as  a 
marked  characteristic  c^  that  quarter  of  the 
globe,  an  Indian  Chief  extending  one  hand 
to  Britannia,  and  pointing  the  other  to  a 
Widow  and  Orphans,  rendered  so  by  the 
civil  war  :  also,  a  Negro  and  Children  lookf 
ing  up  to  Britannia  in  grateful  remembrance 
of  their  emancipation  from  Slavery. 


(     v"i     ) 

In  a  cloud,  on  which  Religion  and  Justice 
rest,  are  seen  in  an  opening  glory  the  Genii 
of  Great  Britain  and  of  America,  binding  up 
the  broken  fasces  of  the  two  countries,  as 
emblematical  of  the  treaty  of  peace  and 
friendship  between  them.  At  the  head  of 
the  group  of  Loyalists  are  likenesses  of  Sir 
William  Pepperell,  Bart,  one  of  the  Chair- 
men of  their  Agents  to  the  Crown  and  Par- 
liament of  Great  Britain ;  and  William  Frank- 
lin, Esq.  son  of  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin, 
who,  having  his  Majesty's  commission  of 
Governor  of  New  Jersey,  preserved  his  fidelity 
and  Loyalty  to  his  Sovereign  from  the  com- 
mencement to  the  conclusion  of  the  contest, 
notwithstanding  powerful  incitements  to  the 
contrary.  , 

The  two  figures  on  the  right  hand  are  the 
painter,  Mr.  West  the  President  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  and  his  Lady,  both  natives  of 
Philadelphia. 
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N.  B.  Thi9  Sketch  is  engraved  by  the  very  ingenious 
Mr.  Henry  Moses,  of  Upper  Thornhaugh  Street,  Bed* 
ford  Square,  who  has  executed  several  of  Mr.  West's 
best  Pictures,  with  his  permission,  after  the  same  man- 
ner, in  Numbers,  each  including  six  engravings,  for 
one  guinea  ea^h  Number-    ^ 
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Having  had  the  honor  of  being  employed 
several  years,  both  by  his  Majesty  and  by  the 
Parliament  of  Great  Britain,  (of  which  I  was 
an  humble  individual,)  in  an  Enquiry  into  the 
merits,  situations,  losses,  services,  and  claims 
of  the  American  Loyalists  at  the  close  of  the 
war  with  the  British  Colonies,  now  the  United 
States  of  America;  I  think  it  may  be  of  use 
to  collect  together  the  different  Proceedings 
which  were  had  for  that  purpose,  and  to  give 
a  short  account  of  the  result  of  the  Enquiry, 
and  of  the  liberal  compensation  granted  to 
that  suffering  and  meritorious  class  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's subjects,  which  redounds,  and  must  for 
ever  redound,  so  highly  to  the  honor  of  the 
British  Nation.  ^ 
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It  would  be  a  more  difficult,  «nd  a  mucli 
more  painful  task,  to  relate,  with  due  in- 
formation and  impartiality,  the  origin,  the 
progress,  and  the  termination  of  that  unhappy 
Contest  between  Great  Britain  and  her  Co- 
lonies. Civil  wars  are  always  the  most  dif- 
ficult to  describe,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
natural  bias  or  prejudices  of  the  writer,  who 
may  have  taken  (however  small  or  remote)  a 
part  in  them,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing correct  or  impartial  information  from 
the  respective  parties  engaged ;  but  more  par- 
ticularly because  their  first  causes  and  origin 
are  soon  lost  sight  of  among  progressive 
and  encreasing  animosities;  these  alternately 
giving  place  to  a  complication  of  mutual  re- 
proaches and  injuries^  at  last  ending  in  actual 
hostility  and  open  war.  In  the  course  of  such 
a  conflict  (as  it  often  happens  in  domestick 
quarrels),  each  party  perhaps  had  often  wished 
to  retract  somewhat  of  his  original  or  even 
subsequent  demands  and  expectations ;  but  hi$ 
pride,  or  other  passions,  might  not  suffer  either 
of  them  to  make  those  concessions  which,  if 
offered  on  either  side  at  an  earlier  period, 
might  have  restored  peace  and  harmony  5  >f«: 
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if  they  were  offered,  are  often  clogged,  per- 
haps, with  so  many  conditions,  and  accom- 
panied with  so  much  jealousy,  as  to  frustrate 
the  principal  object  to  which  they  both  ought 
to^have  been  directed;  namely,  the  restoration 
of  reciprocal  confidence  and  affection.  But 
whatever  were  the  causes  of  the  unhappy  dis- 
sentions,  which  at  last  terminated  in  a  final 
separation  of  the  two  countries,  it  must  be 
allowed,  that  whether  Great  Britain  was  right 
or  not,  either  in  point  of  policy  or  of  sub- 
stantial justice,  she  had  a  right,  in  point  of 
form  and  Theory,  according  to  the  plain 
course  of  the  Constitutior,  to  make  Laws 
binding  on  her  Colonies  abroad  as  well  as  on 
her  subjects  at  home.  Whether  this  right 
was  exercised  with  wisdom,  or  whether  the 
principle  on  which  it  was  exercised  might 
have  led  to  abuse  and  to  oppression,  are  other 
questions,  which  it  is  tiot  necessary  here  to 
discuss :  these  were  questions  agitated  in  the 
British  Parliament,  and  by  very  able  and  ho- 
nourable men  out  of  it ;  and  it  is  not  su  • 
prizing,  therefore,  that  they  should  have  di- 
vided the  opinion:  of  that  great  Continent, 
which  was  so  much  interested  in  the  decision : 

b2 
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but  it  IS  presumed  there  was  hardly  one  in- 
dividual in  that  Continent  of  any  class,  who 
was  not  ready,  and  did  not  avow  his  readi- 
ness, to  sacrifice  his  situation  in  life,  and  every 
thing  that  he  held  dear,  even  life  itself,  ra- 
ther than  submit  to  any  avowed  or  syste- 
matick  abuse  of  this  power  or  right,  if  it  was 
such,  of  Great  Britain.  There  were,  how- 
ever, a  considerable  number  in  each  Province 
who,  f"om  various  motives,  took  part  at  first 
with  the  Mother  Country  in  this  contest ;  some 
from  their  native  attachmen^^  and  what  they 
thought  their  duty  to  their  Sovereign ;  others 
from  their  official  situations ;  many  from  po- 
licy, the  dread  of  a  civil  war,  and  of  its  issue ; 
and  many  more,  perhaps,  from  an  opinion 
that  Great  Britain  would  soon  relax  from  the 
rigour  of  her  demands,  or  at  least  would  never 
abuse  the  power  she  claimed ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, confine  it  within  such  limits,  and  sub- 
ject it  to  such  restrictions,  as  would  remove 
all  just  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  and  prevent 
all  possibility  of  future  abuse  and  oppression. 
This  was  the  case  in  the  years  1773  and  1774, 
prior  to  the  declaration  of  the  American  Con- 
gress in  July  1775,   setting  forth  **  the  causes 
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**  of  their  taking  up  arms/*  and  previously  to 
their  Declaration  of  Independence  in  July 
1776'  But  when  these  measures  were  adopted 
by  the  Congress,  and  by  the  Colonies  at  large, 
and  when  Great  Britain  had,  in  1776,  shewn 
a  fixed  determination  to  support  her  Authority 
by  force  of  arms,  accompanied  with  concilia- 
tory propositions,  and  a  disposition  "  to  revise 
"  the  Laws  by  which  the  Americans  might 
"think  themselves  aggrieved  ;"  the  friends 
of  Great  Britain,  who  now  came  to  be  all 
denominated  Loyalists,  encreased  in  number, 
and  were  joined,  not  only  by  many  men  of 
property  and  abilities  who  had  hitherto  taken 
no  part,  but  also  by  many  who  had  been  ad- 
verse to  her  at  the  first,  and  even  by  some  of 
the  Members  of  the  Congress  itself.  ^ 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  interest,  £.nd  an 
opinion  of  the  issue  of  the  contest,  as  well  as 
principle,  might  influence  several  in  their  de- 
terminations :  but  this  is  the  case  in  all  Civil 
Dissentions,  and  even  in  all  questions  of  Civil 
Government;  it  is  a  consideration,  however, 
that  is  not  confined  to  one  side,  it  is  common 
to  all  parties;  it  is  one  of  the  infirmities  of 
human   nature,    but   operating  much  less  in 
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Civil  Dissentions  than  in  petty  contests  for 
power  and  riches.  In  Civil  Wars  occasioned, 
as  this  certainly  was,  by  a  difference  of  senti* 
ment  on  a  fundamental  principle  of  legisla- 
tion, in  which  the  very  essence  of  liberty  or 
slavery  was  supposed  to  be  involved,  the  pas- 
sions were  too  much  inflamed  to  be  generally 
guided  by  the  lower  considerations  of  pnvate 
interest  or  particular  situation.  These  views 
were  lost  in  the  more  general  and  important 
one  of  a  lawful  but  generous  and  liberal  De- 
pendence, or  of  what  was  thought  **  a  base 
"  and  servile  Submission."  The  passions  were 
inflamed  on  both  sides,  and  HostiHties  between 
two  rival  nations  were  never  begun,  nor  pro- 
secuted, with  more  earnestness. 

Great  Britain  had,  from  the  very  first,  i  Jied 
much  on  the  number  as  well  as  the  respecta- 
bility of  those  whom  she  called  her  friends, 
whom  she  endeavoured  to  encourage  and  to 
encrease  by  every  means  in  her  power:  and 
till  the  defeat  and  capture  of  Gener-al  Bur- 
goyne  and  his  army  at  Saratoga  in  October 
^777 9  the  advantages  had  been  much  on  the 
side  of  the  Mother  Country :  but  that  event 
changed  the  aspect   of  affairs;    as  it   raised 
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the  spirits  and  hopes  of  the  Americans^  so 
it    proportionably   depressed  those   of    Great 

Britain.  f   /l»^.'^^*        <i4 

*fi  It  was  about  Christmas  in  this  year,  pro- 
bably on  the  apprehension,  if  not  information, 
that  Great  Britain  would  new  make  peace  with 
her  Colonies,  that  the  Court  of  Versailles  en- 
tered into  treaties  with  Dr.  Franklin  and  th^ 
American  Commissioners  at  Paris. 

His  Majesty's  Ministers  had,  early  in  \77^i 
brought  two  Bills  into  the  House  of  Commons, 
to  repeal  the  duty  on  Tea  in  America,  the 
origin  of  the  present  war,  &c.  and  to  enable  his 
Majesty  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  "  treat, 
"  consult,  and  agree,  with  such  Bodies  Cor- 
'*  porate,  or  such  Assemblies,  as  they  should 
"  think  proper,  of  and  concerning  grievances, 
"  &c.  of  any  contributions  to  be  furnished  by 
"  the  Colonies,  and  of  other  regulations  for 
f  the  common  good  of  both  countries,  &c. 
**  with  an  Authority  to  proclaim  a  cessation  of 
**  Hostilities,  provided  such  agreement  should' 
"  not  be  binding  until  ratified  by  Parhament.'* 
Vide  18  Geo.  III.  c.  12  and  13.    ■.[.  \,  , 

These    measures   were   certainly    calculated 
t  not  only  tq  confirm  those  who  vyere  f^endlj 
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to  Great  Britain,  p  \  to  fix  those  who  were 
wavering  and  undec.  ^  in  their  conduct ;  but 
they  even  shook  mai>v/  w^  ixid  taken  part  in 
the  most  hostile  measures,  and  who  thought 
they  might  now,  without  inconsistency,  return 
to  the  paths  of  Loyalty  and  Allegiance. 

The  Bills  passed  early  in  March  of  this 
year ;  and  his  Majesty  appointed  the  Earl  of 
Carlisle,  Mr.  Eden  (afterwards  Lord  Auck- 
land), Governor  Johnstone,  with  the  General 
and  Admiral,  Commanders  in  America,  Com- 
missioners for  executing  the  Acts,  who  set  sail 
for  America  about  the  middle  of  April. 

It  must  be  acknowledged,  however,  that, 
from  whatever  cause  it  might  have  proceeded, 
the  want  of  success  in  his  Majesty's  arms, 
pai'ticularly  under  the  command  of  General 
Burgoyne  the  preceding  Autumn,  gave  the 
Americans  great  encouragement.  It  produced 
also  a  necessity  of  sending  m?iny  of  the  LoyaK 
ists  with  their  wives  and  families  to  Great 
Britain  for  immediate  support :  many,  indeed, 
continued  in  America  under  the  protection 
either  of  the  British  army  or  navy,  and  many 
were  active  in  each  Province,  by  their  exer- 
tions in  arms  as  well  as  by  their  councils  and 
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influence,  m  support  of  his  Majesty  and  the 
British  Government. 

The  Governors  of  the  respective  Provinces 
in  general,  and  particularly  Governor  Tryon 
at  New  York,  Governor  Franklin  in  New 
Jersey,  Lord  Dunmore  in  Virginia,  Governor 
Martin  in  North  Carolina,  and  Sir  James 
Wright  in  Georgia,  had,  from  the  very  first, 
exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  stop  the 
torrent  of  disaffection,  and  to  turn  the  ar- 
dent wishes  and  efforts  of  those  who  re- 
mained loyal  to  Great  Britain  to  the  greatest 
practical  advantage ;  but  they  were  too  fre- 
quently overpowered  by  numbers,  and  the 
smallest  degree  of  success  over  h  ^  Majesty's 
arms  in  any  Province,  however  remote,  acted 
like  electricity  in  every  other  part  of  that  vast 
Continent. 


rrr     i'f '■:»•?,■     .s1^*. 


In  the  mean  time  many  repaired  to  Great 
Britain  from  all  quarters,  particularly  the  Civil 
Officers  of  Government,  and  all  those  who, 
from  their  age  or  infrmities,  were  not  able  to 
be  of  use  in  arms ;  with  great  numbers  of  the 
Clergy,  who  had  become  obnoxious  from  their 
early  exertions  in  favour  of  his  Majesty  and 
the  British  Government. 
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There  repaired  to  Great  Britain  also  many 
of  the  wives  and  children,  even  of  those  who 
remained  with  the  army  and  fleet,  and  whose 
families  had  certainly  the  highest  claim  to  the 
protection  of  Government.     They  came  over 
at  different  periods  of  the  War,  according  to 
its  various  events,  and  the  various  successes  or 
defeats  of  his  Majesty's  arms  in  different  quar* 
ters  of  that  extended   Continent.      Notwith- 
standing  some   checks  which  were   received, 
the  expectations  of  Government,   and  of  the 
Loyalists  who  repaired  to  Great  Britain,  and 
from  whom  it  was  supposed  that  Government 
derived   its  principal  intelligence,    were  san* 
guine  that  every  Campaign  would  be  the  last, 
and  that  his  Majesty's  arms  would   soon  be 
crowned  with  complete  success.    To  ensure  tliia 
event,  additional  efforts  were  made  every  suc- 
cessive year ;  but  they  did  not  keep  pace  with 
the  encreasing  strength  and  experience  of  the 
Americans.     This  is  the  case  in  all  civil  com- 
motions ;  if  they  are  not  quelled  at  first  with 
vigour,  they  gain  strength  by  the  mere  kq)se 
of  time  and  the  experience  which  is  acquired. 
If  the  insurgents  are  able  to  maintain  them- 
selves for  a  certain    period,    new  sources  of 
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exertion  affe  soon  opened  to  them,  and  they 
procure  assistance  from  others,  who  are,  per- 
haps^ less  actuated  by  friendship  to  them, 
than  enmity  to  their  opponents.  This  was 
the  case  with  the  American  Colonies  :  they 
had  early  applied,  and  had  received  considera- 
ble assistance  from  the  court  and  people  of 
France;  but  in  March  177^5  her  Ambassador 
at  the  Court  of  London  delivered  a  Declara- 
tion to  the  Secietary  of  State,  that  his  most 
Christian  Majesty  had  ordered  him  to  inform 
his  Sovereign  "  That  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and 
"  Commerce  had  been  signed  by  the  Court  of 
**  Versailles  with  the  United  States  of  North 
**  America."  This  conduct  was  followed  by 
Spain  in  177^,  and  by  Holland  in  1780  ;  and 
produced  of  cour,se  open  war  with  those  nations. 
Thus  was  Great  Britain  engaged  in  a  war 
with  three  of  the  greatest  nations  of  Europe, 
as  well  as  with  her  own  Colonies,  involving 
considerations  of  a  new  and  alarming  nature^ 
in  which  it  was  thought  her  very  existence  was 
at  stake  *. 


*  It  was  said  at  the  time,  and  repeated  afterwards, 

that  this  Contest  and  these  Dissentions  were  not  only 

fomented,  but  caused,  by  the  Party  who  at  that  time 
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It  must  be  left  to  the  future  Historian  and 
to  impartial  posterity,  to  judge  of  the  wisdom 

formed  the  Opposition  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament  to 
his  Majesty's  Government,  who,  it  was  said,  justified 
Rebellion  against  Great  Britain,  and  promoted  a  foreign 
war  against  her  very  existence. 

This  was  strenuously  asserted,  and  as  strenuously  de- 
nied, in  the  pamplilets  of  the  day.     But  though  the  dif- 
ference of  opinion  in  Parliament  on  this  subject  might 
strengthen   the  resolutions  of  the  Colonies,  yet  it  ap- 
pears impossible  that  such  important  events  could  have 
been  produced  by  such  an  inadequate  cause ;  and  it  ap- 
pears from  a  comparison  of  dates  in  1773  and  1774,  that 
the  most  violent  outrages  were  committed  in  different 
Provinces  and  at  the  same  time  in  America,  long  before 
a  systematic  opposition  to  this  measure  of  Government 
was  formed  in  Parliament.     It  is  indeed  idle  to  impute 
any  public  calamity  to  an  Opposition  in  Parliament; 
for  of  two  measures  the  Minister  of  the  day  has  always 
the  choice  :  and,  whilst  there  is  freedom  of  debate,  there 
always  will  be  an  Opposition  in  Parliament  to  such 
measures  of  Government  as  are  liable  to  animadversion, 
and  seem  pregnant  with  mischief.     If  the  measures  are 
^ise,  the  Opposition  is  futile  ;   if  not,  it  is  always  in 
the  power  of  the  Minister  to  alter  his  measures  or  quit 
his  situation  ;  and  therefore  he  has  the  means  in  his  own 
hands  of  frustrating  the  evil  designs,   if  such,   of  his 
political  opponents. 

See  the  Short  History,    and  the   Chort  Defence  of 
Opposition,  printed  in  1779  ;  the  latter  by  J.  W.     .  .  •. 
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and  justice  of  the  British  Parliament  in  its 
measures  towards  her  Colonies,  and  likewise 
of  the  means  which  were  taken  to  enforce 
them.  : 

ji. Some  reproach  has  been  cast  on  the  Ame- 
rican Loyalists,  for  having,  it  is  said,  misled 
his  Majesty's  Ministers  in  the.  information 
they  gave,  and  the  opinions  they  endeavoured 
to  impress,  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  as  to  the  practicability  of  bringing 
the  war  to  a  happy  termination.  But  both 
these  subjects  were  then  of  very  difficult  deci- 
sion;  each  person  forming  his  opinion  chiefly 
from  what  he  knew  of  the  Province,  or  of  that 
part  of  the  Province  where  he  resided,  or  from 
whence,  perhaps,  he  had  the  most  recent  in- 
telligence. It  was  natural  that  all  should  be 
sanguine  in  support  of  the  cause  they  had 
espoused,  and  in  which  they  had  so  much  at 
stake ;  besides,  the  disposition  of  the  Country 
might  have  altered  since  they  left  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  would  have  been  highly  culpable 
in  his  Majesty's  Ministers,  not  to  have  con- 
sulted with  those  of  the  American  Loyalists 
who  had  just  left  the  Country,  and  might  well 
be  supposed  to  have  the  best  information  on 
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this  subject ;  they  would  naturally  receive  this 
information  with  caution,  as  it  came  from  per- 
sons too  much  interested,  and  too  much  in- 
flamed, perhaps,  by  their  sufferings  or  resent*^ 
ments,  to  form  a  cool  and  impartial  judgment. 
This  was  only  one,  among  many  other  sources 
of  information,  to  which  it  was  the  business 
and  duty  of  Ministers  not  to  give  too  much 
weight :  whether  they  did  so,  or  whether  their 
opinions  and  their  conduct  were  influenced  by 
other  motives  ;  whether  they  had  or  had  not 
sufficient  reasons  for  the  measures  which  they 
successively  recommended ;  is  not  the  present 
subject  of  discussion.  The  Loyalists  were  only 
answerable  individually  for  the  sincerity  of 
their  opinions,  such  as  they  were ;  and  it  is 
much  more  probable  that  they  were  sincere 
than  otherwise,  in  a  cause  where  deceit  and 
misrepresentation  would  be  ultimately  injuri- 
ous to  themselves.  The  question  of  the  prac«- 
ticability  of  bringing  the  Americans  to  sub- 
mission, was  a  subject  on  which  great  differ- 
ence of  opinion  prevailed,  both  in  Parliament 
and  out  of  it,  between  many  of  the  wisest  and 
ablest  men  in  the  Nation  ;  so  that  the  Loyalists 
might  entertain  that  opinion,  as  many  others 
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did,  without  any  imputation  on  their  integrity 
or  on  their  attachment  to  Great  Britain,    ^oib 

The  defeat,  however,  and  surrender  of  Ge- 
neral Burgoyne  in  1777>  ^^^  protraction  of  the 
War  in  1778,  1779,  and  1780,  and  lastly,  the 
surrender  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  army  at  York 
Town,  in  October  17^1,  opened  the  eyes  of 
all  as  to  the  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility,  of 
subduing  the  Americans  by  force;  and  pro- 
duced, in  the  spring  of  1782,  a  change  of 
ministers  and  a  change  of  measures  at  home. 
These  were  attended,  as  such  changes  gene- 
rally are,  with  a  variety  of  enquiries,  regula- 
tions, and  arrangements,  in  the  different  de- 
partments of  the  state ;  one  of  them  related  to 
the  Allowances  which  had  been  granted  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  the 
American  Loyalists  for  their  temporary  sup- 
port, till  the  issue  of  the  War  should  be  ascer- 
tained, or  some  other  mode  of  providing  for 
them  should  be  adopted.  -^ '  '^     m  ?  .  .^ 

The  sums  issued  to  them  by  the  Board  of 
Treasury  had  been  encreasing  every  year  since 
the  commencement  of  the  War ;  and  in  the 
autumn  of  17^2,  amounted  to  an  annual  sum 
of  ig.40,280,    to  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
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persons,  over  and  above  occasional  sums,  in 
gross,  to  the  amount  of  between  1/  and 
i.  18,000  pe7'.  annum  for  the  three  last  years, 
which  were  applied  to  particular  or  extraordi- 
nary losses  or  services. 

As  it  was  always  expected  that  the  War 
would  soon  terminate,  and  that  the  greater 
part,  if  rot  all  the  Loyalists,,  would  return  to 
their  own  country,  sums  had  been  at  first 
issued  to  them  for  three  months,  which,  being 
often  repeated,  were  at  last  converted  from 
quarterly  into  annual  allowances  ;  but  as  they 
had  been  granted  at  different  periods,  on  the 
spur  of  the  occasion,  there  had  crept  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  disproportion  into  these 
Allowances,  some  receiving  a  great  deal  more, 
and  others  a  great  deal  less,  than  their  relative 
situation  and  circumstances  required.  •*  * 

In  the  mean  time  the  number  of  Loyalists 
who  from  various  causes  had  repaired  to  this 
country,  was  very  much  increased,  and  their 
applications  to  Government  for  relief  and  sup- 
port, amounting  at  this  time  to  many  hun- 
dreds, were  urgent  as  well  as  numerous :  this 
made  an  enquiry  both  more  necessary  and 
more  important.    The  disastrous  state  of  public 
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affairs,  the  multiplicity  of  business  brougli? 
before  Parliament,  and  the  struggles  for  Power 
in  the  winter  and  spring  of  17^2,  suspended 
all  fresh  donations  to  the  Loyalists  during  this 
period. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  in  July  17^2,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Earl  of  Shelburne  (afterwards 
created  Marquis  of  Lansdown)  to  succeed 
him,  Lord  Shelburne*  had  nominated,  and  the 


*  Lord  Shelburne  had  sent  to  speak  to  Mr.  Wilmot  in 
August,  but  he  was  in  the  country*  In  September  he 
received  from  his  Lordship  the  following  letter  : 

Dear  Sir, 

Mr.  Rose  waits  upon  you  to  mentior  a  matter  which 
I  proposed  to  do  myself,  and  will  further  explain  to  you 
when  I  return  to  town.  I  shall  be  very  happy,  if  your 
time  and  health  admit  of  your  giving  the  King  and  the 
Publick  your  assistance  in  a  business  which  requires 
your  character  still  more  than  your  application.  The 
sum  given  to  the  American  Loyalists  is  become  enor- 
mous;  some  limit  is  necessary,  and  a  judgment  to  be 
formed  by  some  impartial  person  or  persons  of  their 
claims.  It  would  give  the  Board  of  Treasury  great 
satisfaction  if  you  would  undertake  it.  You  may  take 
what  associates  you  please,  and  command  every  as- 
sistance.    &c.  &c.  Shelburne. 

4th  Sept.  1782.  '" 
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floard  of  Treasury  appointed,  John  Wilmot 
and  D.  P.  Coke,  Esqrs.  both  Members  of 
Parliament,  "  To  enquire  into  the  Cases  of  all 
**  the  American  Sufferers,  both  of  those  who 
**  already  derive  assistance  from  the  Publick, 
**  and  of  those  who  were  claiming  it ;  and  to 
"  report  their  Opinion  thereon  to  their  Lord- 
"  ships." 

As  both  these  gentlemen  were  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  it  was  conceived  this  business  might 
be  effected  in  two  or  three  months,  consistently 
with  their  other  avocations,  they  undertook 
this  arduous  and  invidious  task  on  the  express 
condition  *  not  to  receive  any  pecuniary  com- 

*  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  D.  P.  CoKE  to  John 
Wilmot,  Esq,  ou  this  occasion. 

Derbj/y  Sept.  25M,  1783. 
You  do  rae  honour  in  supposing  that  T  can  be  of  any 
assistance  to  you  in  this  business,  and  I  think  you  do 
yourself  great  honour  in  proposing  to  enter  upon  the 
Enquiry  without  any  compensation  ;  after  which  I  have 
no  merit  in  saying  that  I  would  not  embark  in  a  business 
of  this  sort  upon  any  other  terms.  Upon  such  terms, 
and  with  such  a  colleague,  1  can  have  no  objection  to 
give  my  time  and  attention  to  it ;  feeling,  as  I  do,  the 
necessity  there  is  at  this  moment,  for  the  strictest  oeco- 
nomy  in  every  department  of  the   State.     From  my 
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pensatlon  for  it ;  because,  as  they  had  hitherto 
acted  independently  in  Parliament,  they  did 
not  chuse  to  make  themselves  liahle  to  the  im- 
putation of  a  ministerial  joh,  or  undue  influence 
in  their  parliamentary  conduct,  though  without 
any  party  bias  they  had  generally  voted  against 
the  American  War. 

Having  apartments  and  clerks  assigned  them 
at  the  Treasury,  they  immediately  entered  on 
this  business  in  October,  and  began  with  the 
existing  List  of  315  Persons  receiving  the  an- 
nual sum  of  .^.40,280 ;  they  saw,  examined, 
and  took  down  in  their  own  hands,  the  cases 
and  circumstances  of  each  individual :  they 
perused  and  noted  such  Certificates  and  papers 
as  each  had  to  produce ;  and  required  the  at- 
tendance of  such  persons  as  might  be  able  to 
confirm  or  to  explain  the  merits,  the  losses, 
and  other  circumstances  of  each  Case.  They 
reported  their  proceedings  from  time  to  time 
to  the  Board  of  Treasury,    which   confirmed 

knowledge  of  you  and  your  public  conduct,  it  is  unne- 
cessary for  me  to  say  that  I  suppose  we  pledge  our- 
selves to  nothing  unconnected  with  the  subject  of  our 
Enquiry,  &c.  Daniel  Parker  Coke. 

c2 
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their  Reports  in  every  instance.     The  Board 
of  Treasury  abstained  from  granting  any  re- 
lief to  any  individual,  however  patronized,  ex- 
cept in  consequence  of  their  investigation  and 
Report :   and  they  made  a  final  and  detailed 
Statement  of  their  Proceedings  relative  to  the 
existing  List  in  January  1783. 
^^    Of  the  315  persons  composing   this  List, 
56  receiving  j^.5,595  per  annum,  not  appear- 
ing, either  from  absence,  or  other  causes,  their 
Allowances  were  suspended  till  their  appear- 
ance.    Of  the  remaining  259  persons  receiv- 
ing cS.34,695  per  annum,  they  found  25,  who 
either  did  not  come  within  the  description  of 
American  Loyalists,  or  who  appeared  to  them 
to  have  no  pretensions  to  relief  from  Govern- 
ment on  those  principles  on  which  alone  this 
relief  was  professed    to    be  granted,   viz.  the 
being  deprived  of  the  means  of  subsistence  by 
the  loyal  part  they  took  in  the  Contest,  and 
being    thereby    reduced    to    present    distress. 
They  found  90  persons,  receiving  .3^.16,885 
per  annum,  who  appeared  to  them  to  receive 
^.6,385  per  annum  more  than  their  relative 
situation   and    circumstances    required,    com- 
pared with  the  Allowances  to  others.      The 
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allowances  of  the  former,  viz.  of  the  25  per- 
sons, they  recommended  to  he  discontinued: 
those  of  the  latter  to  be  considerably  reduced. 

It  appeared,  however,  in  the  course  of  the 
Enquiry,  that  as  there  were  many  persons  who 
received  too  much  in  relation  to  the  losses  and 
services  and  allowances  of  others,  so  there 
were  some  who  received  too  little  in  the  same 
relation :  these  were  10  in  number,  receiving 
^.1480  per  annum^  and  who  vi^ere  recom- 
mended to  be  increased  to  5^.2080  per  annum, 
being  an  addition  of  ^.600  per  annum^ 

The  suspended  Cases  underwent  the  same 
investigaticn,  as  the  parties  appeared;  and 
produced  about  the  same  proportion  of  saving, 
namely,  about  a  fourth. 

This  Statement  and  Report  being  immedi- 
ately confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Treasury,  in- 
cluding th^  proposed  additions ;  the  whole 
saving,  independent  of  the  suspended  Cases, 
amounted  to  ^.8295  per  annum,  and  reduced 
the  sum  of  ^.34,695  per  annum,  to  ^.26,400 
per  annum. 

It  may  be  said,  with  great  truth,  that  it  was 
a  most  difficult  as  well  as  invidious  employ- 
ment,   to  judge   of  and   to  decide  upon   the 
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relative  Claims,    losses,   and  situations,  of  so 
many  persons,  chiefly  heads  of  families,  whose 
property,   real  and  personal,  had  existed  pre- 
vious  to   the  War  in    a  remote  part  of    the 
world  :  and  undoubtedly  it  was  a  very  arduous 
and  delicate  undertaking.    But  it  must  be  con- 
sidered on  the  other  hand,  that  though  perfect 
accuracy  could  not  be  obtained  ;  yet  a  nearer 
approach  to  it  w£*8  more  likely  to  be  produced 
than  the  hasty  and  desultory  manner  in  which 
these  Allowances  were  originally  made,  with 
the  delusive  expectation  that  they  would  con- 
tinue only  for  a  few  months.     It  should  be  re- 
collected, likewise,  that  this  Enquiry  was  set 
on  foot   whilst  there  were    many   and  heavy 
claims  of  the  same  kind  still  depending,  which 
the  Peace  with  the  United  States  of  America 
in  a  short  time,  very  much  increased  ;  so  that 
the  Enquiry  into  the    former   facilitated  the 
investigation  of  the  latter,  and  which  previous 
Enquiry  was  absolutely  necessary  (most  of  the 
parties  being  in  immediate  want  of  relief)  to 
precede  or  to  accompany  a  more  regular,  for- 
mal, and  Parliamentary  Enquiry  intended  and 
afterwards  adopted. 
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'  The  principle  on  which  these  gentlemen  pro- 
ceeded, as  explained  at  Ian  e  in  their  Report, 
was,  **  That  these  Annual  allowances  were  not 
"  intended  as  Compensation  for  their  losses, 
**  hut  as  Temporary  provisions  for  their  sup- 
**  port  till  the  close  of  the  War,  and  until  a 
"  more  solemn  investigation  could  take  place ; 
**  that  they  ought,  however,  to  bear  some  re- 
**  lative  proportion  to  the  losses,  services,  and 
"  former  situations  of  the  parties :  That  they 
**  should  endeavour  to  execute  the  Trust  re- 
**  posed  in  them  with  as  much  impartiality  as 
"  possible,  and  that  the^  should  be  ready, 
"  whenever  called  upon,  to  give  the  grounds 
*'  of  their  opinion  in  every  Case,  and  to  pro- 
"  duce  the  Evidence  on  which  such  opinion 
*'  was  founded." 

Some  of  the  parties  were  undoubtedly  not 
very  well  pleased  with  the  consequences  of 
this  Enquiry ;  but  there  was  not  any  applica- 
tion or  appeal  to  the  Treasury  for  the  revision 
of  any  one  case. 

Having  finished  this  part  of  the  business, 
they  proceeded  with  the  fresh  Claims  which,, 
for  the  reasons  before-mentioned,  had  been 
accumulating  many  months ;    and  examining 
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them  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same 
principles,  they  made  several  successive  Re- 
ports to  the  Board  of  Treasury  on  these  Cases, 
of  428  persons,  in  the  spring  of  that  year : 
the  result  was,  that  in  June  there  was  an  ad- 
dition of  .3^.17,445  per  annum;  which,  added 
to  the  ^.25,800  per  annum,  made  the  whole 
amount  to  ^.43,245  per  annum. 
I  The  Peace  *,  which  had  in  the  mean  time 
taken  place,    and  which,    by  the  coalition  of 

♦  The  Peace  both  with  France  and  America  was  fully 
discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons,  particulaily  the 
Provisional  Articles  with  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  that  part  respecting  the  Loyalists.  Vide  the  De- 
bates of  that  period,  in  February  1783.  We  hope  to  be 
excused  giving  a  correct  copy  of  one  of  the  Speeches, 
as  it  chiefly  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  American 
Loyalists :  viz.  — 

Sir,  It  is  with  the  utmost  reluctar.oe  I  obtrude  myself 
upon  the  House,  even  for  the  very  few  minutes  I  mean  to 
detain  it ;  nor  should  I  venture  to  do  it  if  I  did  not  find 
myself  impelled,  by  what  I  think  a  sense  of  duty,  to 
make  a  few  observations  on  an  Article  of  the  Peace,  in, 
which  I  feel  myself  much  interested  for  the  honour  of 
my  country,  and  which  I  consider  quite  in  a  different 
light,  and  for  different  reasons,  than  any  person  who  has 
before  spoken  either  to-day,  or  when  the  subject  was 
last  before  the  House.     I  mean  that  of  the  Provisional 
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Lord  North  and  Mr.  Fox,  soon  after  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Session,  was  attended  with 


Articles,   which  relate  to  the  American  Loyalists,  and 
which  is  a  part  of  the  Peace  that  is  most  strictured  and 
most  blamed,  but,  as  I  shall  submit  to  the  House,  with- 
out any  just  reason.     We  have  been  told  that  this  part 
of  the  Treaty  is  the  most  dishonourable,  the  most  in- 
famous, the  most  disgraceful,  and  the  most  treacherous 
of  the  whole,  because  it  strikes  at  the  very  honour  and 
honesty  of  the  nation,  in  deserting  and  abandoning  our 
best  friends,  those  who  have  sacrificed  every  thing  that 
can  be  dear  to  men,  for  our  service.     I  cannot  help 
congratulating  myself  on  seeing  a  disposition  on  every 
side  of  the  House,  notwithstanding  former  prejudices, 
to  protect  and  support  those  who  have  suffered  from 
their  loyalty  to  his  Majesty j  and  their  attachment  to  the 
British  Government,  and  which  his  Majesty  so  strongly 
recommends  to  his  Parliament  at  the  opening  of  this 
Session.     I  am  very  sensible  of  the  merits  of  those  un- 
fortunate persons;    and  I  do  declare,  notwithstanding 
the  prejudices  that  were  formerly  entertained  against 
them,  they  are,  with  some  exceptions,  persons  of  the 
greatest  merit,  and  entitled  to  every  consideration  from 
this  country;  there  are  no  lengths,  consistent  with  jus- 
tice to  the  Nation  at  large,  that  I  would  not  go  to  serve 
them  ;  I  would  share  with  them  my  last  shilling  and  my 
last  loaf,  as  was  said  by  an  honourable  gentleman  the 
last  day  this  question  was  debated ;  and,  if  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  country  w{u»  not  disposed  to  do  them  the 
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another  total  change  of  Ministry,  had  brought 
over,  and  continued  for  a  considerable  time  to 

justice  they  deserve,  I  would  be  the  first  to  open  a  Sub- 
scription in  their  favour,    and   commence    it   by  sub- 
scribing a  moiety  of  all  I  am  worth  in  the  world  :  but, 
here  I  beg  leave  to  make  a  distinction  ;  I  do  not,   nor 
ever  did,  concur  in  their  opinions  as  to  the  practicability 
of  subduing  America  by  force,  which  they  have  always 
maintained,  and  which  they  now  to  this  day  maintain ; 
nor  consequently  do  they  approve,  but  on  the  other 
hand  reprobate,    the    granting   Independence  to  that 
Country,  which  they  consider  not  only  as  disgraceful, 
but  as   an  unnecessary  step  in  the  Mother  Country. 
This  political  opinion  they  blend  with  the  consideration 
of  their  own  unfortunate  cases.     I  believe  their  opinion 
is  an  honest  one,  I  believe  it  proceeds  from  their  con- 
viction ;    but  here   I  cannot   agree,    though   1  do  not 
blame   them  ;    if  I  blame  any,   it  is  those   who  have 
listened  to  them  too  long,  and  were  convinced  by  them 
on  z.  subject,  of  which  they  were  incompetent  judges, 
because  they  were  parties,  and   saw  it  only  in  a  partial 
light.     This  error  in  judgment,  however,  if  it  be  one, 
should  not  render  them  less  the  objects  of  the  justice 
and  liberality  of  the  nation.     But,   these  persons  are 
only  one  part  of  the  American  Loyalists ;  and  it  will  be 
material  for  the  House  to  consider  who  the  American 
Loyalists  are.      They  consist    of  two  descriptions  of 
people,  both  agreeing  in  their  loyalty  to  his  Majesty, 
and  attachment  to  the  British  Government,  with  this 
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bring  over,  great  numbers  of  the  Loyalists  to 
Great  Britain,  in  order  to  receive  such  relief 

difference,  that  the  one  are  either  in  this  country,  or 
under  the  protection  of  his  Majesty's  troops  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  America ;  the  other,  by  much  the  most 
numerous,  and  absolutely  in  the  power  of  the  enemy, 
who  are  still  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  and  who, 
notwithstanding  all  the  hardships  which  they  have  un- 
dergone, have  still  preserved  their  loyalty  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, and  whenever  occasion  has  served,  have  exerted 
themselves  for  his  interest.  Now,  though  I  do  not 
mean  to  assert,  nor  do  I  believe,  that  the  friends  to  this 
Country  in  America  are  any  thing  like  the  proportion  of 
five  to  one,  as  has  been  often  asserted,  yet  I  have  reason 
to  think  they  are  a  considerable  number;  if  only  one 
fifth  or  one  tenth  of  the  inhabitants  of  it,  surely  it  is 
something  to  have  secured  protection  for  all  those  per- 
sons from  **  future  Confiscations  and  Prosecutions  by 
"  reason  of  the  part  which  they  may  have  taken  in  the 
**  present  war,  and  that  no  person  shall  on  that  account 
"  suffer  any  future  loss  or  damage,  either  in  his  person, 
"  liberty,  or  property."  Vide  Sixth  Article. — To  stop 
here  for  a  moment,  I  beg  leave  to  ask,  what  would  have 
been  the  consequence,  if  America  had  been,  according 
to  the  plan  of  one  right  honourable  Gentleman,  de- 
clared, ipso  factOy  independent,  by  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment }  or  if,  according  to  the  supposition  of  a  noble 
Lord,  there  had  been  no  mention  at  all  in  this  treaty  of 
the  American  royalists  ?    Would  not  all  these  persons 
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or  Compensation  from  Government  as  all  Par- 
ties agreed  they  deserved.     The  Party  which 

have  been  at  the  absolute  mercy  of  their  enemies,  witb- 
out  the  least  hope  of  redress  ?  And  will  it  be  said,  that 
because,  perhaps  comparatively,  many  of  these  persons 
have  not  so  much  merit  as  those  who  left  the  country 
and  came  over  here  for  protection,  and  certainly  not  as 
those  who  exerted  themselves  in  active  service,  that 
tiierefore  their  interests  were  not  to  be  attended  to. 
This  is  not  a  Recommendation  from  the  Congress ;  it  is  a 
direct  and  positive  Stipulation  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  they  cannot  elude,  without  a  direct 
breach  of  the  same  Treaty  that  establishes  and  recog- 
nizes their  own  Independence.  This  is  not  all,  for  this 
Article  not  only  affects  and  quiets  the  possessions  and 
the  liberties  of  those  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  but  it  also  materially  affects  and  relieves  many 
of  that  description  of  the  Loyalists,  who  have  left  ihat 
country,  and  who  are  either  here,  or  under  the  protec- 
tion of  his  Majesty's  troops  in  America ;  as  there  are 
many  persons  of  that  description  whose  Estates  have  not 
been  confiscated,  and  I  know  some  of  them  in  this 
country  who  think  they  will  recover  their  Estates  ao-ain 
under  that  Article ;  for  there  is  no  exception  in  it,  and 
it  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  those  whose  Estates  have  not 
been  actually  confiscated,  whatever  has  been  the  part 
they  may  have  taken  in  the  War. 

Now  with  regard  to  the  other  Loyalists,  namely,  those 
who  have  borne  arms  against  the  United  States,  there  is 
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had  just  come  into  Administration,  made  the 
neglect,  or  sacrifice  as  they  called  it,  of  the 
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certainly  no  direct  and  positive  stipulation  in  their  fa- 
vour, so  that  they  can  be  restored  to  the  immediate  pos- 
session of  their  Estates ;  but  what  I  shall  state  to  the 
House  is,  that  there  are  some  Provisions  in  the  Treaty 
which  have  not  been  adverted  to,  and  that  all  the  care 
has  been  taken  of  them  that  could  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected.   1  sincerely  wish  more  could  have  been  effected 
for  them,  and  it  is  not  without  the  most  poignant  grief, 
when  I  consider  their  sufferings,   though  I  think  and 
trust  it  is  in  the  disposition,  as  well  as  in  the  power  of 
this  Country  to  alleviate,  and  in  great  measure  to  com- 
pensate them.     I  look  upon  this  circumstance,  of  their 
not  being  restored  to  their  Estates,  as  one  of  the  most 
lamentable,  but  one  of  the  unavoidable  consequences  of 
the  fatal  termination  of  this  calamitous  war ;  but  there 
is  another  consequence,  which  seems  to  be  almost  for- 
gotten, and  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  more  lamentable, 
because  it  is  without  remedy,  and  because  its  pernicious 
effects  will  be  felt  to  the  latest  posterity ;  I  mean,  the 
Independence  of  America,  and  when  I  say  it  is  a  more 
lamentable  one,  I  mean  because  I  apprehend  it  is  in  the 
power  of  this  Country  to  remedy  and  relieve  the  other, 
"by  much  more  easy  means  than  are  generally  imagined, 
as  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  bye  and  bye.     As  to  the 
independence  of  America,  I  consider  it  as  having  beeii 
in  fact   already  granted,    before  the  Negotiations   for 
Peace  began  in  May  and  June,  by  the  Address  of  this 
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Loyalists,  one  of  their  principal  objections  to 
the  Peace;    the  Party  who   had   quitted  the 

House  to  his  Majesty  in  February  1783,  viz.  "That 
**  this  House  should  consider  as  enemies  to  his  Majesty 
**  and  their  Country,  all  those  who  should  advise,  or  by 
"  any  means  attempt  the  further  prosecution  of  offen- 
"  sive  War,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the  Colonies 
**  to  obedience  by  force."  It  had  the  effect  of  suf- 
fering his  Majesty  to  be  attacked  with  his  hands  tied 
behind  him :  this  Address,  proposed  and  carried  by 
those  now  most  hostile  to  the  Peace,  forced  his  Ma- 
jesty to  make  it  under  this  disadvantage;  but  Inde- 
pendence being  now  no  longer  the  object  of  contest 
between  Parties,  it  seems  hardly,  at  least  in  this  House, 
to  have  called  for  and  received  even  a  parting  sigh : 
though  I  confess,  myself,  I  shall  never  think  of  the  fatal 
necessity  there  was  for  submitting  to  it  without  the  most 
heartfelt  pangs,  because  we  thereby  part  with  the  best 
security  we  had  for  discharging,  in  its  consequences,  the 
burthens  there  are  upon  this  Country^  and  which,  if 
encreased,  may  go  near,  in  the  end,  to  overwhelm  it ; 
but  this  is  now  no  longer  matter  of  contention  in  this 
House,  and  it  is  agreed  to  with  as  much  acquiescence 
by  those  who  have  expended  a  hundred  millions  to  pre- 
vent it,  as  it  is  by  those  who  have  frequently  declared 
themselves  well-wishers  to  that  resistance  that  pro- 
duced it. 

But  to  return  from  this  digression.     I  most  certainly 
do  agree  with  every  man  of  common  humanity,  in  wish- 
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helm  *,  whilst  they  lamented  the  impossibility 
of  securing  to  the  Loyalists  the  restoration  of 

*  Extract  froai  his  Majesty's  Speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  Session. 

"  I  have  ordered  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  AppU- 
"  cation  of  the  Sum  voted  in  support  of  the  American 
"  Sufferers  ;  and  I  trust  you  will  agree  'vith  me,  that  a 
"  due  and  generous  attention  ought  to  be  shewn  to 
"  those  who  have  relinquished  their  properties  or  pro- 
"  fessions  from  motives  of  Loyalty  to  me,  or  attach- 
"  ment  to  the  Mother  Country."       /.  y. 

ing  that  better  terms  could  have  been  procured  for  the 
American  Loyalists ;  but  I  do  not  think  it  was  to  be 
expected,  that  at  the  end  of  a  successful  Rebellion,  in 
which,  (as  the  noble  Lord  confessed  a  few  days  ago, 
this  Country  had  been  baffled  and  beaterifj  that  those 
who  were  successful  and  victorious  shouldj  on  any 
terms,  give  up  their  Estates  and  possessions  again  to 
those  with  whom  they  had  been  contending ;  that  the 
victors  should  give  up  to  thie  vanquished  was,  I  think, 
in  no  case  to  have  been  expected,  and  it  was  most  pre- 
posterous to  expect  it.  If  we  had  not  made  Peace  till 
that  point  was  given  up,  we  must  have  gone  to  War  to 
all  eternity ;  but  is  it  a  reason,  because  you  cannot 
obtain  the  utmost  of  your  wishes,  that  therefore  you 
should  neglect  that  which  can  be  obtained  ?  or,  that 
because  those  who  have  the  most  merit  as  to  this  Coun- 
try, and  are  the  most  persecuted  by  your  enemies  on 
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their  Estates  and  Property,  had  declared  expli- 
citly their  intention  of  proposing  Enquiry  and 

that  very  account,  that  therefore  you  sue.  to  abandon 
and  desert  them  ?  On  the  contrary,  I  understand  it  to 
be  the  intention  of  Government,  and  has  always  been 
their  intention,  and  it  has  his  Majesty s  Recommendatiorif 
to  make  some  solid  provision  for  those  who  shall  not  be 
relieved  under  the  Treaty  itself ;  and  perhaps  in  the 
end,  those  persons  will  have  no  cause  to  complain, 
who  are  recompensed  with  sterling  money  instead  of  a 
ruined  estate,  or  American  paper  currency  ;  but  surely 
it  is  not  consistent  with  prudence,  and  with  that  eco- 
nomy which  seemed  some  time  ago  to  be  the  darling 
favourite  of  this  House,  to  pay  the  Debts  of  others,  be- 
fore we  see  what  chance  there  is  of  their  beinnr  dis- 

o 

charged  by  the  Debtors  themselves.  Considering  the 
state  of  that  Country,  I  can  easily  imagine  reasons,  why 
it  may  not  be  proper  at  this  time  to  unfold  every  expec- 
tation on  that  subject :  this  however  is  my  opinion,  that 
many  persons  will  obtain  the  restitution  of  their  Estates 
under  that  Article,  in  some  of  the  United  States,  though 
they  should  not  in  all  of  them :  here  again,  it  is  said, 
that  you  have  made  better  terms  for  those  who  have  not 
borne  arms,  than  for  those  who  have,  and  that  the  dis- 
tinction is  treacherous  and  ungrateful ;  I  beg  leave  t6 
insist,  that  this  Article  does  not  describe  the  degree  of 
merit  those  persons  have  quoad  Great  Britain,  or  the 
proportion  in  which  they  shall  be  compensated  or  re- 
SParded,    but  only  how  far  the  United  States  should 
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Compensation  to  them  for  their  Losses,  and 
which  they  said  could  not  amount  to  one  fifth 

contribute  to  this  restitution,  in  case  their  recommen- 
dation should  have  any  effect ;  those  persons  who  com- 
plain of  this  distinction,  which  they  load  with  so  manjr 
odious  epithets,  would  do  well  to  recollect  that,  accord- 
ing to  their  argument,  the  distinction  will  not  take 
place ;  because  they  argue,  that  the  whole  provision  is 
nugatory,  and  to  no  effect.  Now,  if  from  the  nature 
of  the  case,  and  from  the  unfortunate  event  of  the  War, 
which  I  can  never  too  much  deplore,  we  are  not  able  to 
make  our  enemies  provide  for  those  who  deserve  the 
best  at  our  hands,  that  is  no  reason  we  should  not  make 
the  best  stipulation  we  can  for  olhersof  our  friends,  not 
only  because  it  is  consonant  to  common  sense  and  com- 
mon justice,  but  that  we  may  the  more  easily,  the  more 
effectually,  and  the  more  amply  provide  for  the  rest 
ourselves.  The  truth  is,  that  the  number  of  those  who 
have  borne  arms  against  the  Unit  id  States,  and  who 
bad  any  estates  to  confiscate,  is  much  smaller  than  what 
is  generally  imagined.     .         , 

.^  As  to  the  other  part  of  the  American  Sufferers,  namely, 
merchants,  tradesmen,  civil-officers,  the  clergy,  the  mi- 
litary, and  other  prpfessions,  these  liave  hitherto,  and 
will  undoubtedly  continue  to  receive  the  protection  of 
the  legislature  for  their  support ;  and  here  I  must  da 
the  present  administration  the  justice  to  say,  that  they 
have  shewn  a  disposition  to  engraft,  and  adopt  them  into 
the  different  establishments  in  this  country,  which  will 
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of  the  ex  pence  of  another  campaign :  nor  in» 
deed  does  it  seem  reasonable  to  have  expected 

operate  both  as  a  service  to  the  individual,  aiid  a  saving 
to  the  publick.  I  beg  leave  further  to  mention,  that 
there  are  two  express  stipulations  in  the  Treaty,  whicK 
will  be  of  great  service  to  those  persons,  as  well  as  to 
the  whole  body  of  the  Loyalists,  whether  in  America  or 
Great  Britain,  namely,  tha-  creditors  on  either  side  shall 
he  at  liberty  to  recover  their  debts,  in  sterling  money,  and 
another,  '*  that  all  persons,  who  have  any  interest  in 
*'  confiscated  lands,  either  by  debts,  marriage  settle- 
*'  ments,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  prosecute 
*^  ibeir  just  rights  ;**  and  I  must  add,  that  it  has  come 
within  my  knowledge,  within  this  week,  that  persons 
af  these  diiferent  descriptions  in  this  country,  I  mean 
land-owners,  creditors,  and  persons  having  an  interest 
in  confiscated  lands,  expect  to  derive  benefit  from  those 
provisions.  But,  perhaps,  it  will  be  said.  Congress 
will  never  keep  their  faith  in  these  particulars,  and  it  is 
vain  to  expect  they  will  ever  derive  any  benefit  from 
them.  To  this  I  answer,  this  is  an  objection  to  every 
provision  you  could  have  made  for  them,  and  the 
•tronger  to  such  as  are  the  most  liberal ;  and  I  confess^ 
I  should  have  suspected  too  much  liberality,  and  too 
many  promises  on  this  occasion.  I  hope,  I  have  now 
made  out  what  1  proposed,  that  there  are  some  provi* 
sions  in  this  Treaty,  which  have  not  been  adverted  to, 
and  that  every  thing  has  been  done  in  their  favour,  that 
could  be  reasonably  expected,  though  not  ewry  thing 
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that  the  American  Provinces,  now  hecome  the 
United  States  of  Ameiica^  having  so  far  sue- 
that  could  be  wished  ;  because  no  bounds  could  be  set 
to  our  wishes,  in  favour  of  those  persons  who  have 
risked  their  lives,  and  sacrificed  their  fortunes  in  the 
cause  of  Great  Britain ;  that  the  Treaty  does  provide 
effectually  and  completely  for  by  much  the  greatest 
part  of  the  American  Loyalists ;  that  the  interests  of  the 
remainder  are  attended  to;  that  the  nu;  ber  of  those 
who,  will  derive  no  benefit  from  the  Treaty,  are  few  iu 
comparison  of  the  rest;  and  that  they  will  be  provided 
for,  as  is  most  just,  at  a  much  more  moderate  expense 
than  is  generally  imagined,  and  which  I  am  most  happy 
to  see  the  House  and  the  Nation  disposed  to,  by  which 
not  only  the  honour  and  justice  of  the  Nation  will  re- 
ceive no  stain  or  blemish,  but  its  liberality  and  public 
faith  will  be  applauded  throughout  Europe. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  rescue  my  Country  from 
the  imputation  of  treachery  and  ingratitude  to  its  friendsi 
J  shall  say  a  very  few  words  on,  the  other  parts  of  the 
Peace.  Upon  the  whole^  it  meets  with  my  hearty  ap- 
jprobation,  and  I  am  confident  that  a  very  few  months, 
and  a  very  few  weeks  ago,  every  man  in  this  nation 
would  have  leaped  for  joy,  to  have  obtained  the  bless? 
ingsof  Peace,  even  upon  more  disadvantageous  terms: 
the  Noble  Lord  in  the  blue  ribband  told  us,  we  could 
not  expect  an  honourablCy  we  could  not  expect  an  ad'< 
vantageous  Peace ;  he  had  long  prepared  us  for  what  we 
Vveie  to  expect ;   this  is  a  War,  in  which  we  were  not 
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ceeded  in   the  contest  as  to  have  procured  a 
cessation  of  hostile  measures  from  Great  Bri- 

fighting  for  glory,  or  for  conquest ;  we  have  been  long 
awakened  out  of  those  delusive  and  deceitful  dreams  ; 
we  have  been  fighting  these  four  years  for  our  very 
existence ;  considering  the  Finances  of  this  country, 
and  the  numerous  enemies  we  had  to  contend  with, 
Peace  was  necessary  at  all  events  ;  even  victory  or  con- 
quest only  protracted  our  ruin.  What  effect  had  that 
most  splendid  victory  of  Lord  Rodney  P  it  saved  Jamaica 
for  that  campaign  :  but  with  the  fleet  assembled  at 
Cadiz,  and  the  assistance  of  the  Dutch,  as  ably  stated 
by  a  gallant  naval  officer  in  the  beginning  of  t^his. debate, 
would  not  the  same  Island,  and  indeed  the  whole  of  oui' 
commerce,  have  been  in  the  most  imminent  danger;  and 
especially  as  it  could  not  be  expected  that  Gibraltar 
would  have  been  of  that  service  it  has  hitherto  been  in 
diverting  the  attention  of  the  enemy.  Thinking,  there- 
fore, as  I  do,  that  upon  the  whole,  the  Peace  is  a  de- 
sirable one,  I  see  the  resolution,  now  proposed,  in  no 
other  light,  than  as  casting  a  reflection  upon  Ministers, 
when,  in  my  opinion,  they  deserve  the  thanks  of  the 
Nation  j  and  if  the  concessions  were  greater  than  what  the 
enemy  was  entitled  to,  it  does  not  follow,  that  Ministers 
are  therefore  to  blame;  because  the  true  question  upon  the 
Peace  is,  xehethtr  the  concessions  are,  upon  the  xvhoUy 
greater  than  it  was  the  interest  of  this  Country  to  accede 
to,  rather  than  continue  so  calamitous  and  ruinous  a  War, 
afld  which  nobody  has  «ver  ventured  t«  assert ;  and  I 
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tain  previously  to  the  negotiations  of  peace, 
would  consent  to  restore  the  Estates  of  those 
very  persons  who  had  most  stren  lously  oppo- 
sed them,  and  wrench  this  property  out  of  the 
hands  of  those  who  had  been  principally  in- 
strumental in  procuring  that  Concession. 

The  Writer  of  these  sheets,  who  has  seen 
the  Correspondence  between  the  Government 
at  Home  and  those  who  were  employed  to  ne- 
gotiate this  important  business  at  Paris,  can 
assert  with  confidence,  chat  the  utmost  possi- 
ble pains  were  repeatedly  taken  to  procure 
more  substantial  Terms  for  the  Loyalists  ;  that 
the  Treaty  was  on  the  point  of  breaking  off 
on  this  account  alone ;  that  the  Fourth,  Fifth, 
and  Sixth  Articles*  of  the   Treaty  were  ob- 

could  have  wished  that  some  amendment  of  this  nature 
had  been  made  by  some  person  of  more  consequence 
than  myself,  early  in  the  day,  that  the  genuine  sense 
of  the  House  might  be  known  upon  that  proposition. 
But,  thank  God,  the  contest  is  now  about  men,  not 
measures,  and  I  think  we  ought  to  be  grateful  for  the 
Peace. 

*  Article  IV. 
It  is  agreed,  That  Creditors  on  either  side  shall 
meet  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the 
full  value  in  sterling  money  of  all  bond  jide  debts  here- 
tofore contracted. 
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talned,   and  almost  extorted,  with  the  greatest 
difficulty;  that  the  Court  of  Versailles  abso- 

Article  V.        t  ■  ^'*'- 

It  is  agreed,  That  the  Congress  shall  earnestly  re- 
commend it  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective  States, 
to  provide  for  the  Restitution  of  all  Estates,  Rights,  and 
Properties,  which  have  been  confiscated,  belonging  to 
REAL  British  Subjects  :  and  also  of  the  Estates,  Rights, 
and  Properties,  of  those  Persons,  resident  in  Districts 
in  Possession  of  his  Majesty's  Arms,  and  who  have  not 
borne  Arms  against  the  said  United  States :  and  that 
Persons  of  any  other  description  shall  have  free  liberty 
to  go  to  any  part  or  parts  of  any  of  the  Thirteen  United 
States,  and  therein  to  remain  Twelve  Months  unmolested 
in  their  endeavours  to  obtain  the  Restitution  of  such  of 
their  Estates,  Rights,  and  Properties,  as  may  have  been' 
confiscated  :  and  that  Congress  shall  also  earnestly  re- 
commend to  the  several  States,  a  Reconsideration  and 
Revision  of  all  Acts  or  Laws  regarding  the  Premises, 
so  as  to  render  the  said  Laws  or  Acts  perfectly  consistent, 
not  only  with  Justice  and  Equity,  but  with  that  spirit  of 
Conciliation,  which,  on  the  return  of  the  blessings  of 
Peace,  should  universally  prevail.  And  that  the  Con- 
gress shall  also  earnestly  recommend  to  the  several 
States,  that  the  Estates,  Rights,  and  Properties,  of 
such  last-mentioned  Persons  shall  be  restored  to  them, 
they  refunding  to  any  Persons  who  may  be  now  in  pos- 
session, the  bond  fide  price  (where  any  has  been  given) 
which  such  Persons  may  have  paid  on  purchasing  any 
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lutely  refused  to  come  to  any  Treaty  or  deci- 
sion at  aU  till  the  American  Commissioners 
were  completely  satisfied  ;  and  that  if  more 
favourable  Terms  for  the  .Loyalists  had  been 
insisted  on,  all  Negotiation  musi  have  ceased 
entirely,  and  the  War  have  been  continued 
under  circumstances  of  great  disadvantage  to 
this  Country ;  the  House  of  Commons  having 
so  long  ago  as  the  27th  February,  1783,  come 
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of  the  said  Lands,   Rights,    or  Properties,   since  the 
Confiscation.  ',i. 

And  IT  IS  AfuEEP,  That  all  Persons  who  have  any 
Interest  in  Couiiscated  Lands,  either  by  Debts,  Mar- 
riage Settlen[)ent8,  or  otherwise,  shall  meet  with  no 
lawful  impediment  in  the  prosecution  of  their  just 
Kights. 

Article  VL 

That  there  shall  be  no  future  Confiscations  made,  nor 
any  Prosecutions  commenced  against  any  Person  or 
Persons  for  or  by  reason  of  the  Part  which  he  or  they 
may  have  taken  in  the  present  War  :  and  that  no  Per- 
son shall  on  that  account  suffer  any  future  Loss  or 
Damage,  either  in  his  Person,  Liberty,  or  Property; 
and  that  those  who  may  be  in  confinement  on  such 
charges  at  the  Time  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Treaty 
in  America,  shall  be  immediately  set  at  liberty,  and  the 
Prosecutions  jo  commenced  be  discontinued. 
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to  a  resolution  (the  immediate  prelude  tp  the 
Resignation  of  liord  North,  and  a  total  change 
of  Ministry}  '*  against  the  further  prosecution 
,''  of  offensive  Hostilities,  for  the  purpose  of 
ly,  reducing  the  Colonies  by  Force,"  and  which 
was  carried  to  his  Majesty  in  the  form  of  an 
■Address.     i;:„  ri 

.But  to  return  from  this  digression.  Con- 
sistently with  the  professions  of  both  Parties 
in  Parliamcot,  the  new  Ministry,  and  parti- 
cularly Lord  John  Cavendish,  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  not  only  approved  of  the  En- 
quiry and  temporary  Provision  then  making 
for  the  American  Loyalists  by  Messrs.  Wilmot 
and  Coke,  but  moved  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  25th  June  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill,  the  title  of  which  was  "  For  Appointing 
"  Commissioners  (of  whom  Mr.  Wilmot  and 
"  Mr.  Coke  were  the  two  first  named,)  to  En- 
"  quire  into  the  Circumstances  and  former 
"  Fortunes  of  such  Persons  as  are  reduced  to 
"  Distress  by  the  late  unhappy  Dissentions  in 
**  America." 

This  produced  a  considerable  Debate  *,    in 
which  several  Members  delivered  their  s^ntir 

*  See  the  Parliamentary  Debates  of  June  1783. 
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ments  on  the  general  nature  of  the  Enquiry 
ahout  to  take  place,  and  Messrs.  Wilmot  and 
Coke  gave  their  opinion  of  the  intended  Bill, 
and  afterwards  proposed  some  alterations  hoth 
in  the  title  and  oubstance,  in  order  to  render 
the  objects  of  it  more  precise,  and  the  execu- 
tion of  it  more  practicable.  * 

The  principal  subject  of  discussion  was^^ 
whether  the  Enquiry  ought  to  extend  to  the 
diflPerent  degrees  of  Merit  or  Demerit  in  the 
American  Loyalists.  Lord  John  Cavendish 
and  Mr.  Fox  (then  Secretary  of  State)  ex- 
plained the  purport  of  the  Bill,  which  they 
said  was  not  a  Bill  of  Relief,  but  of  Enquiry, 
in  orHer  to  ascertain  **  who  those  persons  were 
"  that  were  entitled  to  Relief;  a  matter  not 
more  necessary,"  Mr.  Fox  said,  "  for  the 
general  purpose  of  voting  such  Relief  here- 
**  after,  than  for  the  specific  purpose  of  ena- 
*'  bling  Government  to  know  in  what  manner 
"  they  could  best  Negotiate  and  Treat  with 
"  America  for  the  due  performance  of  the 
"  Fifth  Article  of  the  Provisional  Treaty.  The 
"  Bill,  therefore,  was  for  the  institution  of  an 
"  Enquiry,  that  all  persons  claiming  Relief 
'*  might  be  properly  classed,  and  that  Govern- 
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"  merit  might  know  under  which  Class  indi- 
**  viduals  stood,  in  order  to  ascertain  for  whom 
^*  they  were  bound  to  Treat  and  to  Negotiate ; 
*'  and  for  whom  they  ought  to  propose  ReHef 
**  to  the  British  Parliament :  nor  did  he  at  all 
despair  of  the  United  States  amply  and  com- 
pletely fulfilling  the  Fifth  Article  of  the 
f*  Provisional  Treaty/' 

*  The  next  day  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer sent  Mr.  Wilmot  a  Copy  of  the  Bill  *, 
requesting  his  sentiments  upon  it,  which  wa^ 
returned  with  observations  and  alterations,  the 
most  material  of  which  was  adopted,  viz.  that 
instead  of  an  Enquiry  into  the  "  Circumstances 
**  and  former  Fortunes  of  all  such  Persons  as 
**  are  reduced  to  Distress  by  the  late  unhappy 
"  Dissentions  in  America ;"  it  should  be  con- 
fined to  an  Enquiry  into  the  "  ZjOsscs  and 
^*  Services  of  those  who  had  suffered  in  their 

*  Lord  John  Cavendish  presents  his  compliments  to 
Mr.  W.  and  sends  him  a  Draught  of  the  Bill  for  ap- 
pointing Commissioners  to  Examine  into  the  Claims  of 
Persons  who  have  suffered  on  Account  of  the  Dissen- 
tions in  America,  for  his  perusal  and  correction. 
i:    Treasury  Chambers,  ^  j  i\i      ,  lii 

Friday^  27th  June,  1783. 
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'*  Rights,  Properties,  and  Professions,  in  con- 
"  sequence  of  their  Loyalty  to  his  Majesty  and 
"  Attachment  to  the  British  Government,'*  so 
as  to  make  Loyalty  the  corner-stone — the 
ground-work  of  the  whole.  The  enacting  part 
and  the  title  of  the  Bill,  were  accordingly 
altered  in  the  Committee,  and,  soon  after,  the 
Act  *  passed  without  opposition  or  even  De- 
bate, viz.  "  An  Act  appointing  Commissioners 
*'  to  enquire  into  the  Losses  and  Services  of  all 
J\  such  Persons  who  have  suffered  in  their 
"  Rights,  Properties,  and  Professions,  during 
"  the  late  unhappy  Dissentions  in  America, 
"  in  consequence  of  their  Loyalty  to  his  Ma- 
*'  jesty  and  Attachment  to  the  British  Govern- 
"  ment."  ^>k^^j* 

And  it  will  he  found  that  the  enacting  part 
is  exactly  in  conformity  with  the  Title. 

The  ptincipal  Clauses  were,  to  empower 
and  require  the  Commissioners  to  examine  all 
Persons  whom  the  Commissioners  should  think 
fit,  on  oath,  and  to  send  for  books,  papers,  and 
records.  Also  to  Report  such  Account  or 
Claim  as  shall  be   delivered  beyond  the  real 


*  23  Geo.  III.  cap.  80. 
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JLoss,  with  an  intent  to  obtain  more  than  a 
just  Compensation,  and  that  persons  making 
such  fraudulent  Claims  shall  be  absolutely  ex- 
cluded from  any  Compensation  or  Provision 
whatsoever.  uiiviiu 

A  Clause  also  in  cases  of  wilful  ard  corrupt 
Perjury.  Also  for  limiting  the  time  of  receiv- 
ing Claims,  to  the  25th  March,  1784.  ' 
r .  Also  for  giving  an  Account  of  the  Proceed- 
ings of  the  Commissioners  to  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  and  to 
his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  time  being.  ^4» 
.    Also  for  the  Act  to  continue  in  force  for  two 


vears. 
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The  Commissioners  named  were,  John  Wil- 
mot  and  Daniel  Parker  Coke,  Esqrs.  Colonel 
Robert  Kingston,  Colonel  Thomas  Dundas, 
and  John  Marsh,  Esq.  The  latter  Gentleman 
being  at  that  time  in  Ireland  on  the  Publick 
Service,  they  did  not  meet  till  August,  when 
they  hired  a  House  in  Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
appointed  John  Forster,  Esq.  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  their  Secretary,  and  Charles  Monro,  Esq. 
Assistant  Secretary. 
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V  They  entered  on  business  early  in  September 
by  publishing  Advertisements,  and  calling 
upon  the  Parties  to  deliver  in  their  Claims, 
according  to  the  Act  of  Parliament,  which 
limited  the  time  of  receiving  them  to  the  25th 
March,  1784.  'k^tH'  ' 

Being  sensible  of  the  difficulty  as  well  as 
the  impori'aiice  of  this  Enquiry,  they  began 
by  senc^'^ig  v*^o  the  most  respectable  and  most 
intelligent  of  the  Committee  or  Agents  of  the 
American  Loyalists ;  and  to  others,  from  all 
the  different  Provinces,  now  United  States  of 
North  America,  who  might  be  most  able  and 
willing  to  answer  such  general  enquiries  as 
might  tend  to  facilitate  the  investigation  of 
each  particular  Claim.  Most  of  these  Persons 
were  examined  separately,  viva  voce;  others 
gave  their  opinions  and  sentiments  in  writing ; 
the  whole  formed  a  body  of  information  which 
ail^brded  a  very  good  general  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  and  was  of  great  service  in  the  course 
of  the  Commission  ;  nor  was  the  experience  of 
two  of  the  Commissioners,  high  in  the  army,  and 
who  had  been  for  some  time  in  different  parts 
of  North  America,  of  small  service  in  the  pro- 
gress of  this  arduous  undertaking:   but  can- 
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dour  and  tiath  oblige  the  writer  to  declare  that 
the  Commissioners  met  with  the  utmost  ho- 
nonr^  veracity,  and  candour,  not  only  from 
the  Agents*  of  the  Committee  of  Loyalists 


I'. 


♦  The  Agents  were : 

Sir  James  Wright,  Bart. 
Sir  William  Pepperell, 

Bart. 

J.  Wentworth,     -     -  - 

George  Rome,    -     -  - 

James  Delancey,      -  - 

David  Ogden,     -     -  - 

Joseph  Galloway,     -  • 

Robert  Alexander,  -  - 

J.  R.  Grymes,     -     -  - 

Eustace  M'CuUob,  -  - 

James  Simpson,  -     -  - 
W.  Knox,  and 
James  Graham, 


Georgia,  First  President. 
]\^assachusets.  Second  Pre 

sident. 
N.  Hampshire. 
Rhode  Island. 
New  York. 
New  Jersey. 
Pennsylvania. 
Maryland. 


Virginia. 


■   .A 


)■■ 


North  Carolina. 

South  Carolina.  '^ 

(Georgia,  after  the  death 
i     of  Sir  James  Wright. 


•^r 


Sir  James  Wright  was,  both  from  his  situation,  age, 
activity,  and  zeal,  as  well  as  abilities  and  large  pro- 
perty, placed  at  the  head  of  the  Board  of  Agents  of  the 
American  Loyalists.  .,^ 

He  had  been  Attorney  General  of  South  Carolina, 
before  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor  of  Georgia 
in  1760,  and  Governor  of  that  Province  in  1761.    _  . 

Being  much  respected,  both  in  his  public  and  private 
character,  he  kept  his  Province,  as  long  as  possible,  free 
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who  were  chosen  from  each  Province  for  their 
character  and  abilities ;  but  likewise  from  many 

from  the  general  contagion  ;  but  was  at  last,  in  Febrth* 
ary  1776,  obliged  to  yield  to  the  torrent,  and  went  to 
England  •.  but  Government  being  determined  to  supp  irt 
him  with  energy,  encouraged  him  to  return  in  the 
Spring  of  1779  ;  and  though  the  Americans  under  Ge- 
neral Lincoln,  and  the  French  under  Count  D'Estaingi 
united  their  efforts  in  an  attack  by  sea  and  land  on  Sa- 
vannah, in  September  and  October  1779,  they  were 
repulsed  in  a  most  gallant  manner,  and  obliged  to  raise 
the  siege,  chiefly  by  the  skill  and  bravery  of  General 
Prevost  and  of  the  British  Officers,  aided  by  the  deter- 
mined zeal  and  spirit  of  Sir  James  Wright  f  himself, 
and  which  made  the  successful  defence  of  Savannah 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  events  of  the  War  in  the 
South. 

After  a  long  examination  of  his  case,  the  Committee 
reported  him  to  have  rendered  eminent  Services  to 
Great  Britain ;  to  have  lost  real  and  personal  property 
to  the  value  of  ^.33,702,  apd  J^is  PJ5ce  of  Governor 
v&Xae  £.1000  per  anmim. 

He  produced  letters  from  Lord  George  Germaine 
and  the  venerable  Lord  Mansfield,  to  his  most  active 
and  distinguished  conduct.  Nor  were  Lord  Dun  more 
in  Virginia,  Governor  Martin  in  North,  or  Lord  Wil- 


f  The  Council  of  War  being  divided  in  opinion,  Sir  James  Wright 
dnoided  for  a  vigorous  Defence  against  very  superior  nmnbers. 
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others  of  the  American  Loyalists.     That  there 
were  a  few  of  a  different  description  is  not  to 


...» 


liam  Campbell  in  South  Carolina,  less  zealous  or  active 
in  their  respective  Provinces,  but  their  able  endeavour* 
could  not  withstand  the  numbers  and  violence  of  the  in- 
surgents in  those  populous  Provinces. 

•  Sir  William  Pepperell,  Bart.  The  more  Northern 
Provinces,  where  the  troubles  began,  were  the  most 
violent  of  all ;  and  the  property  of  Sir  William  Pep- 
perell, Bart,  was  early  seized  in  1774,  and  soon  after 
confiscated.  He  was  the  grandson  of  Sir  William  Pep- 
perell, created  a  Baronet  in  1746,  by  George  II.  for 
his  signal  Services  in  the  capture  of  Louisburg,  and 
received  the  arms,  crest,  and  motto  of  "  Peperi." 

The  present  Sir  William  (who  was  his  descendant  by 
a  daughter,  he  having  no  son)  had  been  in  England 
before  the  troubles,  and  having  been  created  a  Baronet, 
had  one  of  the  largest  estates  in  the  province  of  New 
England,  Massachusetts,  where  his  loyalty  and  exertions 
made  him  particularly  obnoxious.  He  did  duty  at 
Boston,  and  came  to  England  in  1775,  under  circum- 
stances of  great  affliction,  losing  his  wife  in  her  passage. 

Joseph  Galloway,  Es^.  This  Gentleman  had  been 
Member  of  the  First  Congress  in  1774,  and  this  haVing 
occasioned  some  jealousy  among  the  Loyalists,  the 
Commissioners  thought  proper  to  go  minutely  into 
his  conduct.  After  having  examined,  and  both  seen, 
and  sent  for,  numerous  witnesses^  amcuig  whom  were 
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he  wondered  at  in  so  numerous  a  body,  and 
on  a  subject  in  which  self-interest  was  so  much 
concerned  ;  but  the  opportunities  were  so  many 
of  comparing  the  information  of  such  persons 
with  that  of  others  who  could  be  depended 
upon,  both  for  knowledge  and  integrity,  and 
of  detecting  such  impositions  as  were  at- 
tempted to  be  practised  upon  them,  that  in  a 
short  time  they  proceeded  with  the  utmost 
confidence  as  well  as  zeal  and  alacrity, 
f*  They  spent  some  days  in  a  thorough  discus- 
sion of  the  Act  of  Parliament  itself  under 
which  they  were  appointed,  and  laid  down 
certain  rules  of  construction  as  to  what  were, 
and  what  were  not,  the  proper  objects  of  their 
Enquiry,  to  be  altered,  modified,  and  added  to, 
as  they  proceeded,  and  as  further  experience 
might  justify. 

These  preliminary  steps  being  taken,  and 
several  Claims  being  already  presented,  the 
Commissioners  began  their  Enquiry  the  first 
week  in  October,  and  proceeded,  with  a  very. 

General  Gage,  Lord  Cornwallis,  and  Sir  William  Howe 
(under  whose  Command  he  first  joined  the  British,  in 
December,  1776,)  they  found,  and  reported  him,  aa 
active  though  not  an  early  Loyalist. 
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short  ihtermission,  througii  ^'  e  following  wint 
ter  and  spring.  • 

The  ijumher  of  Claims  presented  on,  or 
previous  to,  the  25thof  March,  1784^  the  time 
limited  by  the  Act  for  receiving  Claims,  was 
2063,  viz,  for  Property,  real  and  personal,  to 
the  amount  of  ^.7,046,278.  and  for  Debts  to 
the  amount  of  .^.2,354,135.  ^  ,,.iu  = 

This  was  an  alarming  sum,  especially  when 
compared  with  the  progress  they  had  made  in 
that  interval.  Upon  summing  up  which,  in 
July  178^>  they  found  they  had,  notwithstand- 
ing their  utmost  assiduity,  been  able  to  hear 
and  determine  the  Cases  of  Persons  claiming 
property,  to  the  amount  only  of  ^.534,705 
which  had  been  liquidated  at  ^.201,750. 

It  must  be  observed,  however,  that  though 
the  number  of  Claims  heard  was  compara- 
tively few,  yet  they  were  considerable  in  point 
of  amount,  as  well  as  in  the  length  of  time 
which  some  of  them  took  up  ;  and,  when 
it  is  considered  what  the  nature  of  the  Enquiry 
was,  it  will  cease  to  be  matter  of  wonder  that 
it  should  have  taken  up  so  much  time  in  the 
year  of  its  Commencement. 


.■i.^t: 


^u.y 
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^  *  The  first  object  of  Enquiry  was  the  Loyalty 
and  conduct  of  the  Claimant,  which  was  justly 
considered  as  the  most  essential  of  all ;  but 
though  in  general  the  Commissioners  found 
the  Loyalty  of  the  party  uniform  and  unequi- 
vocal, yet  there  were  some  who  had  not  been 
early  in  the  part  they  had  taken,  and  others  who 
had  at  first  even  taken  part  with  the  Ameri- 
cans ;  and  as  the  Commissioners  thought  it  was 
their  duty  to  place  them  in  separate  Classes, 
not  knowing  whether  Government  or  Parlia- 
ment might  or  might  not  make  any  Distinc- 
tion* in  this  respect,  it  became  a  necessary 
but  an  invidious  and  arduous  part  of  the  En- 
quiry in  some  of  these  Claims f. 

.J   .   ..  kti  'J.    A-  ,1.1  L «  i  ■»  ,1  ..  <  jir  1 

*  It  is  true  that  no  distinction  was  ultimately  made 
between  these  Classes  as  to  the  ratio  of  Compensation 
they  each  received ;  but  it  will  be  seen  by  the  Debates 
above  referred  to,  that  when  the  Bill  was  first  intro- 
diiced,  in  June  1783,  it  was  not  only  the  general  opi- 
nion of  several  respectable  Members  who  partook  in  it, 
but  of  the  Minister  who  introduced  the  ^measure;  and 
therefore  it  would  have  been  improper  in  the  Commis- 
sioners to  have  omitted  this  distinction,  whatever  ulti- 
mately might  be  the  Determination  of  Parliament  on 
the  subject. 

t  For  instance,  Joseph  Galloway,  Esq.   Isaac  L'^w, 
Esq.  Members  of  the  First  Congress,  and  many  others, 

E  2 
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But,  however  invidious  this  part  of  the  En- 
quiry might  he,  the  investigation  of  the  Pro- 
perty of  each  Claimant,  and  of  the  value  of 
every  article  of  that  property,  Real  and  Per- 
sonal, could  not  hut  he  attended  with  a  good 
deal  of  time  as  well  as  much  caution  and  dif- 
ficulty, each  Claim  in  fact  hranching  out  into 
so  many  articles,  or  rather  distinct  Causes,  in 
which  the  Commissioners  were  ohliged  to  exe- 
cute the  office  both  of  Judge  and  Jury,  or  ra- 
ther of  Arbitrators,  between  the  Nation  on  one 
side,  and  the  Individual  on  the  other,  whose 
whole  patrimony,  as  well  as  character,  de- 
pended on  their  Verdict.  ._-ir^„^:      _  .  .^ 

Some  of  these  were  undoubtedly  Cases  of 
no  great  length  or  difficulty,  but  others  took 
up  several  days  each,  such  as  the  claims  of 
Sir  James  Wright,  Bart.  Sir  William  Pep- 
perell,  Bart.  General  Skinner,  the  Delancys* 
©f  New- York,  and  afterwards,  Mr.  Harford's, 
Messrs.  Penn's,  and  many  others,  a  consi- 
derable time. 

Beside  the  general  and  ordinary  business  of 
the  Commission  under  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
there  was  another,  and  scarcely  a  less  neces- 
sary or  less  difficult  enquiry,   which  devolved 


•i 
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Upon  the  Commissioners,  by  directions  from 
the  Board  of  Treasury,  during  the  whole 
period  which  the  Commission  lasted,  hut  more 
particularly  for  the  first  twelve  or  eighteen 
months  of  it,  namely,  a  continuance  of  the 
same  Enquiry  executed  hy  Messrs.  Wilmot  and 
Coke  into  the  pretensions  and  applications  of 
numberless  Persons  who  flocked  over  to  this 
Country  from  the  United  States  in  the  year 
1783  and  17^4,  especially  after  the  evacua- 
tion of  Charles  Town  and  New- York  ;  many 
of  whom  had  been  provided  for,  or  were  at 
least  supported  by  the  British  Army  and  Navy 
during  the  War,  till  the  above  places  were 
evacuated  by  the  British ;  but  who  now  arrived 
every  week  from  America,  without  any  means 
of  support,   or  even  subsistence. 

Many  of  them,  indeed,  had  Claims  under 
the  Act  of  Parliament;  but  still  many  oF  them, 
and  others,  who  perhaps  had  no  property  to 
claim,  but  had  lost  their  livelihood,  stated 
their  present  and  immediate  distress  ;  and  if 
they  had  Claims  for  loss  of  property,  were  not 
able  to  wait  for  the  slow  but  more  important 
progress  of  a  final  Enquiry  and  Compensation. 
Their  existence  depended  on  immediate  Relief 
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upon,  or  ds  soon  as  possible  after,  their  arrival. 

This  examination,  therefore,  though  connected 

with  the  other,  was  of  a  distinct  nature ;  and 

for  a  different  purpose,  viz.  that  of  affording 

Temporary  Support  till  the  other  could  be  gone 

through  with,  according  to  the  same  principles 

on  which  Messrs.  Wilmot  and  Coke  had  acted 

prior  to   the  institution   of   the  Commission. 

In  order,  however,  that  as  little  time  might 

be  lost  as  possible,  the  Evenings  were  solely 

dedicated  to  this  part  of  the  business ;  and  it 

appears  from   their  Books   that  no  less  than 

1068   of   these  Persons  had   been  examined, 

and  their  Cases  reported  upon  to  the  Lords  of 

the  Treasury,   previous  to  and  alter  the  first 

Report*  of  the  Commissioners  under  the  Act 

of  Parliament,  which  was  made  to  the  Lords 

of  the  Treasury  and  to  the  Two  Secretaries  of 

State  the  12th  August  1784.  t  n^  m 

-    In  this  Report  the  Commissioners  gave  an 

account  of  their  Proceedings-  particularly  their 

Construction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament,    and 

the  Rules  which  they  had  in  consequence  laid 

down  for  their  Government,  as  to  what  they 


T,:- 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  I. 
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conceived  the  Act  both  to  comprehend  and  to 
exclude,  in  order  that,  in  case  of  error  in  their 
judgment,  they  might  be  set  right,  and  enabled 
to  discharge  their  duty  with  more  accuracy  in 
future. 

^M:0^'  the  23d  December,  1784,  they  pre- 
sented a  second  Report  to  Government,  con- 
sisting of  128  Cases,  to  the  amount  of 
^3^.693,257,  liquidated  at  ^.150,935.  And 
in  May  and  July  1785,  of  122  Cases,  >o 
the  amount  of  ^.898,196,  liquidated  at 
^.253,613. 

!.  The  Act  of  17^3,  being  directed  to  con- 
tinue for  two  years,  and  being  therefore  about 
to  expire  in  July  1785,  the  Act  was  renewed 
this  Session,  and  some  additions  made  to  it 
chiefly  according  to  the  suggestions  of  the 
Commissioners,  either  in  their  Reports,  or  on 
Conference  with  the  Minister. 

Mr.  Coke  having  resigned  his  seat  at  the 
Board,  two  other  Commissioners  were  ap- 
pointed, viz.  Jeremy  Pemberton,  and  Robert 
Mackenzie,  Esquires,  the  former  of  whom, 
together  with  Colonel  Thomas  Dundas,  were 
directed  to  repair  to  Nova  Scotia,  or  any  other 
part  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  in  America,  to 


!'i, 
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enquire  into  the  Claims  of  such  Persons  as 
could  not,  without  great  inconvenience,  come 
over  to  Great  Britain  to  substantiate  them  *.  | 
A  Clause  was  also  added  to  enable  the  Com- 
missioners *'  to  Enquire  into  Losses  sustained 
"  in  consequence  of  the  16th  of  his  present 
*^  Majesty,  chap.  5,  prohibiting  all  trade  and 
"  Intercourse  wi  h  the  Colonies,  commonly 
<«  called  '  The  Prohibitory  Act'."  .-  /  v> 
J,  A  Clause  was  likewise  inserted  to  empower 
the  Commissioners  to  appoint  a  proper  person 
to  repair  to  the  United  States  of  America, 
^'  To  Enquire  into  such  circumstances  as  they 
"  might  think  material  for  better  ascertaining 
*'  the  several  claims  which  had  been  or  should 
'*  be  presented  to  them  under  this  or  the  former 
"  Act  of  Parliament."  This  Act  was  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  one  year,  and  the  time  for 
receiving  Claims  was  extended  under  certain 
conditions  to  the  1st  of  May,  I786  f.    . 

......    '^.'}'  '*' 

*  This  is  a  remarkable  instance  of  consideration  and 

humanity  in  the  British  Government,  who  thus  shewed 

their  anxiety  to  do  justice  to  their  loyal  fellow  subjects, 

who  might  otherwise  have  been  prevented  from  receiv- 

i)iff  the  benefit  intended  them. 

t  See  Parliamentary  Debates,  July  1785.  ri     ^    ^. 
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Beside  continuing  the  Act,  the  Minister 
likewise,  in  June  of  that  year,  proposed  to 
Parliament  to  distribute,  on  account,  the  sum 
of  ^.150,000  to  those  of  the  American 
Loyalists  whose  Claims  had  been  already 
examined  and  liquidated.  This  proposal  and 
the  renewal  of  the  Act  produced  a  general 
discussion  *  of  the  subject  in  the  House  of 
Commons  :  Mr.  Pitt  stated  in  general  the  Pro- 
ceedings and  Reports  of  the  Commissioners, 
which  he  said  he  entirely  approved  f,  and 
observed  that  as  the  Commissioners  had  very 
properly  classed  the  Claimants  under  different 
heads,  he  proposed  that  those  who  had  borne 
arms,    or   otherwise    rendered  services  to  thei 


*  See  Parliamentary  Debates,  July  1785. 

t  Their   First   Report   and    Statement   specified   in 
separate  Classes, 

]  St.  Those  who  had  rendered  services  to  Great  Britain, 

2nd.  Those  who  had  borne  arms  for  Great  Britain. 

3rd.  Uniform  Loyalists. 

4th.  Loyal  British  Subjects  resident  in  Great  Britain. 

.5th.   Loyalists  who  had  taken  oaths  to  the  Americao- 
'•       States,  b'.n  afterwards  joined  the  British. 

6th,  Loyalists  who  had  borne  arms  for  the  American 
States,  but  afterwards  joined  the  British  Navy  or 
Army. 
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British  Grovernment,  should  receive  40  per 
cent,  on  account  of  their  liquidated  losses ; 
and  that  those  who  were  not  of  the  above 
Oasses,  but  who,  notwithstanding,  had  been 
uniform  in  their  Loyalty,  should  receive  30 
per  cent.  *  on  their  Losses.  Some  Members 
thought  and  proposed,  that  the  Reports  of 
the  Commissioners,  and  the  Names  of  the 
Claimants,  should  be  laid  before  Parliament; 
and  others  pu"^  questions  to  the  Minister  con- 
cerning other  parts  of  the  business ;  but  these 
questions  and  proposals  were  negatived  by  the 
Minister,  who  thought  they  were  at  least  pre- 
mature, and  might  in  this  stage  of  the  bu- 
siness be  attended  with  inconvenience  to  the 
parties  themselves. 

As  soon  as  the  Act  passed.  Colonel  Dundas 
and  Mr.  Pemberton  prepared  for  their  depar- 
ture for  Nova  Scotia,  for  which  country  they 
set  out  in  September.  ' 

The  Commissioners  at  home  appointed  John 
Anstey,  Esq.  a  Barrister,  to  repair  to  the 
United  States    for  the  purpose  mentioned  in 

*  This  distinction  was  not  afterwards  adhered  to  in 
these  Classes,  nor  indeed  any  difference  made  in  Classes 
more  distinct  than  these. 
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the  Act,  and  concerning  which  he  received 
full  instructions  from  the  Board. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Commissioners  pro- 
ceeded steadily  in  the  investigation  of  the 
Claims  that  had  been  presented  to  them  ;  and 
in  April,  1786,  presented  their  Fifth  Report  *, 
consisting  of  142  Cases  for  <^.733,311  Claim, 
liquidated  at  ^.250,506. 

The  Act  was  again  continued  in  l^SG  and 
1787,  with  little  or  no  variation,  hut  not  with- 
out frequent  applications  -j*  to  the  Minister,  and 
Petitions  J  to  his  Majesty  and  to  Parliament 
from  the  Agents  of  the  American  Loyalists. 
The  press  likewise   teemed  with  Pamphlets  §, 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  II.  .,    :    .    . 

t  See  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt,  30th  January,  1787,  from 
the  Agents  of  the  American  Loyalists,  in  the  Appendix. 

X  See  Appendix,  No.  III.  —  Petition  to  the  House 
of  Commons,  June  1786.  Petition  to  his  Majesty, 
April    1788. 

§  The  titles  of  some  of  these  were  : 

"  A  brief  State  of  the  Case  of  the  American  Loyalists." 

**  Consideration  on  the  Liquidation  of  the  Claims  of 
**  the  American  Loyalists."  .    ' 

"  Reasons  why  no  Deductions  should  be  made  from 
"  the  Sums  reported  Due  to  the  American  Loyalists,  by 
"  the  Agents.'*     -^   ^'  .>.-...   .        .  ,. 
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and  the  Newspapers  with  Letters,  issuing,  of 
course,  from  individuals,  either  on  the  general 
subject  of  the  Commission,  or  on  the  manner  , 
in  which  it  was  executed.  , 

Various  were  the  Motions  and  Debates  in  ^ 
the  House  of  Commons  on  these  subjects,  par-  j 
ticularly  on  that  of  final  Compensation  to  the, 
American  Loyalists,  but  this  did  not  formally, 
take  place  till  I788. 

It  appears  from  the  above  applications  to 
Mr.  Pitt,  that  two  of  the  principal  objects  of 
the  American  Loyalists  were  to  obtain  a  know- 
ledge of  the  grounds  and  principles  on  which 
the  Commissioners  had  made  such  large  De- 
ductions from  the  Claims  presented  to  them, 
and  likewise  to  obtain  some  remedy  for  the 
hardships  they  represented,  respecting  the 
Debts  due  both  from  and  to  them.  They  un- 
derstood that   the    Commissioners  deducted  * 


1 


"  Letter  to  Mr.  Pitt  why  no  Discrimination  or  De- 
"  cluction  should  be  made,  &c.  by  the  Agents." 

*  The  Commissioners  had  stated  their  reasons  to  Mr. 
Pitt  why  they  had  not  enquired  into  and  reported  upoit 
the  Debts  of  the  Loyalists,  viz.  that  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
with  the  United  States  had  provided  for  the  recovery  of 
them ;  the  words  are  all  Creditors ;  the  American  Cre- 
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from  the  amount  of  their  losses  the  Debts  they 
owed  l)y  Bond  or  Mortgage,  on  the  ground 
of  their  Estates  being  confiscated  in  the  dif- 
ferent States  of  America,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  their  Debts  out  of  their  estates ;  on 
the  other  hand  they  were  continually  harassed 
by  their  creditors,  subjects  of  the  United 
States,  who  prosecuted  their  Suits  against  the. 
Loyalists  in  the  Courts  of  Justice  in  England, 
rather  than  have  recourse  to  their  confiscated 
estates  in  America.  This  appeared  to  them, 
and  was  acknowledged  to  be,  a  peculiar  hard- 
ship and  oppression ;  but  as  the  eminent 
Lawyers  *  they  consulted  here,  and  indeed  the: 
determination  of  some  of  the  Courts  of  Justice, 
gave  them  no  encouragement  to  defend  these 
suits,  the  Agents  applied  to  the  Minister  and 
to  some  of  their  friends  in  the  House  of  Lord» 
for  redress  against  this  grievance.     A  BiU*{* 


ditor  prosecuted  his  Loyalist  Debtor  in  Great  Britain, 
for  Debts  contracted  before  the  War,  and  it  could  not 
be  contended  that  the  Loyalist  Creditor  could  not  pro- 
secute the  American  Debtor  in  the  United  States. 

*  Sir  Pepper  Arden,  Sir  John  Scott,  and  Mr.  Wilson, 
before  they  were  advanced  to  the  Bench. 

t  See  Debate  in  the  House  of  Lords  the  8th  of  May, 
1787,  when  a  "Bill  for  the  Relief  of  the  Loyalists 
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was  accordingly  brought  in  by  Lord  Bathurst 
in  thf  House  of  Lords  in  April  17 ^7 f  but  af- 
terwards withdrawn,  on  the  ground  that  the 
Law  was  sufficient  to  protect  tbem  without 
any  new  Law  for  that  puipose. 

The  other  subject  of  application  from  thel 
Loyalists  wau  the  ignorance  they  were  in  of 
the  grouii : :  Mi !  principles  oi  which  the  Com- 
missioners A.ad  pv^^eeded  in  making  the  De- 
ductions from  their  Claims,  and  which  they 
thought,  and  with  reason,  were  much  greater 
than  the  mere  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
value  of  the  property  claimed.  This  was  cer- 
tainly a  most  important  consideration,  and  the 
Commissionerl(  were  often  much  pushed  on 
this  subject,  both  in  the  commencement  and 
in  the  progress  of  their  Enquiry.  It  was  the 
principal  subject  of  their  two  first  Reports  in 
1784 ;  but  as  the  Commissioners  were  directed 
to  give  an  account  of  their  Proceedings  to  the 
Board  of  Treasury  and  to  the  two  Secretaries  of 
State  only,  they  thought  themselves  precluded 

"  against  vexatious  Suits"  was  withdrawn,  on  the  Decla- 
ration of  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  the  Law  Lords  **  that 
"  the  Loyalists  were  already  protected  by  the  Law,  as 
"  it  then  stood.'*  .,      ,.,.       .,       ,,    5.,,,,,     -,,, 
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from  communicating  this  or  any  other  inform- 
ation to  the  parties,  without  being  authorized 
by  Government   or   by  Parliament,    and  the 
Minister  uniformly  resisted   every  application 
that  was  made  to  Parliament  for  their  produc- 
tion.   The  inference  was  that  the  Minister  and 
his  Colleagues  had  considered  and  approved  of 
the   proceedings  of    the  Commissioners,    and 
indeed  this  was  expressly  stated   so  '  y  him  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity offered  for  that  purpose.    "  '•  '  ' 
Undoubtedly  the    Claims  which    *iad  been 
presented  to  them  from  the  very  i  jt,  included 
many  heads  and  descriptions  of  losses  which 
the  Commissioners   did  not  think  themselves 
justified  in  going  into,   as  they  explained  in 
their  First  Report,    each  individual  Claimant 
having  stated  in   his  Schedule  every  species  of 
loss  which  he  had  suffered,  and  for  which  he 
thought  he  had  a  right  to  receive  Compensa- 
tion ;  though  many  articles  of  loss  which  were 
insisted  upon  by  some,  were  totally  abandoned 
by  others.     It  was  natural  for  the  great  body 
of  the  Claimants,  when  they  presented  theii^ 
Claims  in  the  onset  of  the  business,  not  know- 
ing which  would   be  entertained   and  which 
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would  be  rejected,  to  be  as  comprehensive  as 
possible,  and  ratlicr  include  too  much  than  too 
little  in  their  demands.  This  was  one,  and 
indeed  the  principal  cause  of  the  great  differ- 
ence between  the  amount  of  the  Claim  and 
the  Liquidated  Loss  stated  by  the  Commis- 
sioners in  their  final  Reports.  )  f-^ii 
'  This  disproportion,  however,  in  their  Claims 
to  the  Loss  found,  was  of  course  much  greater 
in  some  than  in  others  ;  and  of  the  3,200 
Claims  that  were  ultimately  decided  by  them^' 
the,  disproportion  between  the  Claim  and  the 
Loss  was  as  great  as  it  was  almost  possible  to 
be,  some  few  Claimants  having  received  every 
shilling  of  their  demand,  whilst  others  received 
pounds  only  where  they  demanded  hundreds ; 
independent  of  those  which  were  entirely  dis- 
allowed, or  which  were  reported  fraudulent, 
the  lattier  of  whom,  according  to  the  direction 
of  the  Act,  "  were  absolutely  excluded  from 
"  any  compensation  or  provision  whatever." 

It  is  apprehended  the  above  is  the  principal 
cause  of  the  great  disproportion  between  the 
Claim  made  and  the  Sum  allowed,  the  latter 
being  about  one  third  of  the  former  in  the 
gross;  but  in  detail^  as  has  been  said,  it  was 
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in  some  cases  much  greater,  and  in  others 
much  less,  according  to  the  reasonableness, 
judgment,  or  conscience  of  each  Claimant ;  and 
it  is  remarkable  that,  though  of  course  each 
person  would  naturally  think  himself  that  he 
might  have  been  allowed  something  more, 
yet  the  only  case  of  this  sort  which  was  ever 
loudly  and  repeatedly  urged  by  the  Party,  and 
threatened  to  be  brought  before  Parliament 
on  that  account,  was  that  of  a  person  who 
was  generally  thought  by  his  brethren  to 
have  been  allowed  too  much;  so  that  the  Com- 
missioners thought  it  their  duty  to  revise  the 
Claim  again  and  again  with  the  utmost  care 
and  impartiality,  but  could  not  find  out  any 
ground  whatever  either  to  add  to,  or  to  deduct 
from,  the  liquidated  sum  they  had  allotted. 

The  principal,  and  indeed  the  only  general 
murmur  against  the  Commissioners,  as  to 
their  mode  of  conducting  the  Enquiry,  was 
their  examinin"*  the  Claimant  and  Witnesses 
separately  and  apart,  and  their  not  making  it 
an  open  and  public  Enquiry ;  and  the  Com- 
mission was,  on  this  account,  by  the  ill-dis- 
posed, branded  with  the  name  of  an  Inqui- 
sition.     No   serious  complaint,  however,  was 
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ever  made  by  any  person  or  bv  tbe  Agents  on 
this  account.  The  fact  is,  it  was  an  Enquiry 
of  a  very  peculiar  and  delicate  nature,  in  which, 
from  necessity  and  the  nature  of  the  case,  all 
the  Claimants  and  all  the  Witnesses  were  in 
their  turn  Parties  and  Witnesses  for  each 
other;  they  had  of  course  a  natural  bias  to 
support  each  other's  Claim  :  it  was,  therefore, 
perfectly  consistent  with  the  course  and  with 
the  practice  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  In  this 
Country,  as  well  as  with  the  reason  of  the 
thing,  that  they  should  all  be  examined  apart. 
By  this  means  Witnesses  were  more  easily 
cross-examined,  and  encouraged  to  speak  the 
truth,  and  to  give  full  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions which  were  put  to  them.  If  this  practice 
had  not  been  adopted,  Witnesses  would  have 
been  under  an  undue  influence  from  the  by- 
standers, who  were  to  be  Parties  in  their  turn  ; 
and  innumerable  might  have  been  the  imposi- 
tions on  the  public,  as  well  as  the  jealousies, 
animosities,  and  quarrels,  amongst  each  other. 
Besides,  if  the  mode  of  an  open  Enquiry  had 
been  pursued,  it  must  have  taken  some  more 
years  than  it  necessarily  did,  and  it  would  have 
been  almost  impossible  ever  to  have  brought 
the  Commission  to  a  conclusion. 
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The    Commissioners    proceeded    with   their 
investigation  in  \J86  and  17^7  5  ^"^^  having 
made  several  intermediate  Reports,  they  pre- 
sented their  Eleventh  Report*  of  their  pro- 
ceedings in  April  1788,   up  to  the  5th  of  that 
month.     In  the  mean  time  the  Commissioners 
in  Nova  Scotia,  and  Mr.  Anstey  in  the  United 
States,  had  made  considerahle  progress  in  their 
different  pursuits ;  the  latter  had  sent  over  at 
various  times  the  result  of  his  Enquiries,  by 
which  much  a\ithentic  Evidence  was  obtained^ 
particularly  as  to  the  confiscation,  sale,  value, 
and  total  loss  of  the  property  of  the  Claimants  : 
this  contributed  much    to  aid  the  honest,    to 
detect  the  fraudulent,  or  to  correct  the  mistaken 
Claimant ;    but    more   especially  enabled  the 
Commissioners  to   do  justice  to  many,   who 
would  otherwise  not  have  been  able  to  have 
substantiated  their  claims. 

The  proceedings  being  so  much  advanced, 
Mr.  Pitt  gave  way  to  the  urgent  application  of 
the  Loyalists,  to  have  the  general  subject  of 
theii  Claims  discussed  in  Parliament,  and 
some  determination  come  to  respecting  them. 
In  May  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House  of 


Hi'M 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  IV. 
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Commons,  and  acceded  to,  for  a  Statement* 
of  the  Claims  up  to  the  5th  of  April,  1788,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  Commissioners  in 
England  had,  at  that  time,  heard  and  deter- 
mined on  1680  Claims,  beside  34  that  were 
withdrawn,  and  10  for  debts,  to  the  number 
of  44  Claims,  in  all  1/24,  which  were  liqvii  - 
dated  at  the  Sum  of  ^.1,887,548. 

The  loss  of  Income  by  Office  and  the  dif- 
ferent Professions  was  stated  at  .^.75,504  per 
annum. 

The  period  now  approaching,  when  the 
subject  of  the  general  Compensation  to  the 
difl'erent  Classes  of  the  American  Loyalists 
was  to  be  discussed  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
and  when  the  Minister  was  to  deliver  his  sen- 
timents on  this  subject,  and  to  propose  a  plan 
for  the  final  adjustment  and  Compensation  of 
their  losses ;  many  were  the  communications 
and  the  conferences  which  the  Minister  held 
with  the  Commissioners,  particularly  with  the 
writer-j*  of  these  sheets,  who  thought  it  both  a 
matter  of  duty  and  justice,  to  give  every  in- 
formation in  his  power  on  the  subject,  and  to 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  V. 
t  See  Letters  of  J.  \ 
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mot  in  April  and  June,   1788, 


in  the  Appendix,  No   VI. 
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accompany  it  likewise  with  such  opinions  and 
sentiments  as  the  experience  of  five  years  and 
great  attention  to  the  business  had  enabled 
him  to  form ;  and  he  has  the  pleasure  to  think 
that  his  sentiments  had  some  weight  in  pro- 
ducing a  rather  more  favourable  consideration 
of  the  subject  than  might  otherwise  have  taken 
place.  The  first  question  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Minister  was,  whether  any  deductions 
whatever  (which  he  had  intimated)  should 
be  made  from  the  value  put  by  the  Commis- 
sioners on  the  property  of  the  American  Loy- 
alists ;  and  secondly,  if  any,  what  that  de- 
duction should  be.  .. 

Tiie  principal  remaining  subject  was,  con- 
cerning the  mode  and  the  quantum  of  Compen- 
sation to  be  made  to  those  who  had  lost  their 
Incomes,  by  losing  their  Offices  and  Professions 
in  America.  .  ? 

The  business  came  on  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  the  6th  of  June,  I788  *,  whirh  Mr. 
Pitt  opened  in  a  very  handsome  and  eloquent 
speech  respecting  the  merits  of  the  American 
Loyalists,  and  which   he  did  not  doubt  would 

*  See  Parliamentary  Debates  ;  which,  consisting  of 
many  figures,  aro,  on  this  occasion,  less  accurate  tiian 
usual. 
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meet  with  the  unanimous  acknowledgment  of 
the  House  ;  that  he  trusted,  therefore,  there 
would  be  no  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
principle,  though  there  might  be  as  to  the 
mode  of  Compensation,  and  the  distribution 
which  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  propose. 

The  first  principle  he  laid  down  was,  that 
however  strong  their  claims  might  be  on  the 
generosity  of  the  Nation,  the  compensation 
intended  could  not  be  considered  as  matter  of 
right  and  strict  justice  :  in  the  mode,  therefore, 
he  had  pursued,  he  had  marked  the  principle 
in  the  various  quotas  of  Compensation  he 
should  propose  to  be  made  to  the  various 
Classes  of  the  American  Loyalists. 

He  considered  the  three  first  Classes  of 
them,  stated  by  the  Commissioners  in  their 
Reports  as  the  most  meritorious,  and  who 
were  likewise  the  most  numerous,  viz. 

Ist,  Loyalists  who   had  rendered  8er-  k^. 

vices  to  Great  Britain  -  .  -  -  204 
2nd,  Loyalists  who  had  borne  arms  in 

the  service  of  Great  BritaiiA  -     «     -  481 

3rd,  Zealous  and  Uniform  Loyalists    -  626 


Total  number  of  these  three  Classes     - 1.311 
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The  number  of  the  remaining  Classes  were 
much  fewer,  viz.  '  ' 

4th,  British  subjects  resident  in  Great 

Britain 20 

5th,  Who  took  the  oath  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, but  afterwards  joined  the  British       2^ 

6th,  Who  bore  arms  for  i\\e  Americans, 

but  afterwards  joined  the  British     ^       23 

7th,  Ditto,  losses  under  the  Prohibitoiy 

Act -     ,     .       3 

8th,  Loyal  British  Proprietors        -     -         2 

9th.,  Subjects  or  settled  Inhabitants  of 
the  United  States  -----  ^  25 
10th,  Claims  disallowed  and  withdrawn  313 
ilth.  Loyal  British  Subjects  who  appear 
to  have  relief  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace, 
hut  state  the  impossibility  of  pro- 
curing it--------         4 

He  proposed  to  pay  the  Classes  1,  2,  3,  5, 
6,  7>  whose  liquidpted  Losses  did  not  amount 
to  more  than  ten  thousand  pounds  each,  the 
full  amount  of  their  Losses  ;  and  If  they  should 
exceed  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  to 
deduct  the  sum  of  10  j^er  cent,  from  the 
excess  only  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  provided 
such  Losses  did  not  exceed  thirty-five  thousand 
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po^mds  ;  and  if  they  exceeded  thirty-five  th.«u* 
sand  pounds,  then  15  per  cent,  from  the 
excess  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  and  not  above 
fifty  thousand  pounds ;  and  if  they  exceeded 
fifty  thoii.sand  pounds,  then  to  deduct  20  per 
cent,  firom  the  excess  of  ten  thousand  pounds ; 
and  which  principle,  he  informed  the  Com- 
mittee, he  meant  to  follow  up  in  every  other 
Class. 

With  regard  to  the  Fourth  and  Eighth 
Classes,  viz.  of  Loyal  British  Subjects  and 
Loyal  British  Proprietors  resident  in  Great 
Britain  during  the  war,  he  did  not  mean  to 
propose  any  deduction  from  their  Losses  under 
^.10,000 ;  but  that  from  those  Losses  which 
amounted  from  ^.10,000  to  ^.50,000,  he 
proposed  a  deduction  of  20  '^icr  cent,  should 
be  made;  and  a  further  deduct  on  from  those 
Losses  amounting  to  above  ^.50,000;  and 
a  still  further  deduction  of  70  per  cent,  from 
those  from  ^.50,000,  and  above  ^.200,000, 
and  so  on  in  proportion. 

He  said  that  the  Claims  of  Mr.  Harford, 
one  of  the  British  Proprietors,  being  liqui- 
dr.ted  by  the  Commissioners  at  .^.210,000, 
and  applying  the  principle  above-mentioned  to 
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this  Claim,  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  him  would 
be  found  to  be  .^.50,000,  which  he  thought 
was  a  very  handsome  Compensation  from  the 
publick  ;  especially  as  there  were  two  demands 
on  Mr.  Harford's  estate  of  ,5^.10,000  each, 
which  would  be  paid  in  full,  and  Mr.  Harford 
would  be  thus  exonerated  from  those  debts  ; 
giving  as  a  reason  why  the  deductions  in  all 
cases  should  be  made  from  the  excess  of 
^.10,000;,  that  if  this  rule  were  not  laid 
down,  and  the  deduction  were  made  from 
the  whole  sum,  those  Claimants  whose  loss 
amounted  to  more  than  ,^.10,000,  would,  in 
some  cases,  receive  less  than  those  whose  loss 
did  not  amount  to  so  much  as  their  own : 
thus  in  the  one  case,  a  person  who  had  lost 
^.11,000,  would  receive  ^^0,900;  but  in 
the  other  would  receive  only  ^.9,900,  viz. 
^.100  less  than  he  who  had  lost  .^.10,000, 
as  he  would  then  receive  that  sum  without  any 
deduction  at  all.       *    ?  ••       ^ 

He  next  considered  the  Case  of  those  Loyal- 
ists whose  Losses  principally,  if  not  solely, 
arose  from  their  loss  of  Office  or  Profession, 
by  which  they  had  been  deprived  of  their  live- 
lihood, or  means  of  support,  both  for  them- 
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selves  and  families.  These  persons  were  dis- 
tinct from  those  who  had  been  in  Trade,  or 
in  the  inferior  branches  of  business,  or  gained 
their  livehhood  by  their  labour.  ThougVi  these 
Losses  were  not  of  so  substantial  a  nature  as 
those  who  lost  property  real  or  personal,  yet 
they  could  not  be  easily  reinstated  in  the  same 
lucrative  Professions  which  they  enjoyed ;  civil 
employments,  in  the  law,  in  the  church,  or  in 
physic ;  and  therefore  he  thought  them  entitled 
to  a  liberal  Compensation.  But  as  they  were 
not  precluded  from  exercising  their  industry 
and  talents  in  this  Country,  he  proposed  that 
fill  those  persons  who  were  reported  by  the 
Commissioners  to  have  lost  Incomes  not  ex- 
ceeding .5^.400  per  annmn,  should  receive 
Pensions  after  the  rate  of  ^.50  per  cent,  of 
such  Income,  and  .^.40  per  cent,  for  every 
^.100  above  a^.400  per  annum,  where  the 
value  did  not  exceed  .^.1,500  per  annum;  and 
where  the  value  exceeded  .^.1,500  joer  annum, 
^.30  ner  t\:rit.  for  every  a^.lOO  per  annum 
exceeduig  i^.  100  per  annum!  thus  the  per 
centage  would  "le  governed  by  and  diminish 
in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  Income 
lost. 
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Having  expatiated  on  these  various  Classes 
of  Claimants,  he  said,  he  meant  to  propose 
that  the  amount  of  these  various  sums  should 
be  issued  in  Debentures,  bearing  an  interest 
of  3  and  ^  per  cent,  which  would  be  nearly 
equal  to  a  money  payment ;  and  that  the  whole 
should  be  paid  off  by  instalments,  by  means  of 
a  lottery. 

i    He  began,    therefore,    by  moving,    "That 
*'  Provision  should  be  made  accordingly." 

This  plan  met  with  general  approbation  and 
applause  from  all  sides  of  the  House  ;  not  only 
from  the  friends  of  the  Minister,  but  from  the 
leaders  of  the  Opposition,  particularly  from 
Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke ;  and  Mr.  Pitt  con- 
gratulated himself  on  their  concurrence  with 
him  in  the  plan  he  had  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee. The  only  part  of  it  which  occasioned 
any  discussion  or  difference  of  opinion  was 
respecting  the  ratio  of  Compensation  to  be 
applied  to  the  loss  of  Mr.  Harford  * ;  and  it 
was  contended  by  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  and  Mr 
Fox,  that  Mr.  Pitt  had  not  followed  up  his  own 
principle  in   this  Case,    particularly  as  they 


*  See  Parliameiitarv  Debates. 
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understood  there  was  one  Claimant,  Colonel 
Phillips*,  of  New  York,  whose  loss  was  found 
to  be  about  ££.60,000,  and  yet  would  receive 
above  ^.50,000.  Mr.  Pitt  answered,  that  Mr. 
Harford  would  receive  two  sums  of  ^.10,000 
each  in  full,  to  pay  off  certain  Incumbrances 
on  his  estate ;  and  therefore  that  in  fact  he 
would  have  an  indemnification  of  ^.7^5^^^? 
which,  considering  ^li circumstances,  he  thought 
was  a  very  liberal  Compensation  for  the  Country 
to  make. 

After  a  good  deal  more  Debate,  Mr.  Pitt  at 
last  consented  that  Mr.  Harford  should  have 


*  If  Mr.  Harford  had  been  in  the  same  Class  with 
Colonel  Phillips,  of  New  York,  whose  Claim  was  liqui- 
dated at  £.62,01 5 f  the  disproportion  of  the  compensa- 
tion in  these  Cases  would  have  been  great  and  apparent, 
even  after  the  addition  made  to  Mr.  Harford  by  Mr. 
Pitt.  But  Colonel  Phillips  was  in  the  First  Class  of  the 
American  Loyalists,  who  bore  arujs  and  rendered  Ser- 
vice to  Great  Britain  i  whereas  Mr.  Harford  was  in  the 
Eighth  Class,  viz.  of  Proprietors  residing  in  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  whom  Mr.  Pitt  had  expressly  mentioned  in 
the  outset,  as  not  having  the  same  merit  with  tliis 
Country,  or  entitled  to  the  same  raiio  of  Compensation 
with  those  who  remained  in  America  and  took  up  Arms 
in  favour  of  Great  Britain. 
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^.90,000  in  all;  that  is,  ,^.70,000  for  himself 
beside  the  ^.20,000  to  pay  the  two  sums  of 
^.10,000  each  in  full,  to  his  two  sisters. 

There  were  some  other  suggestions  made  by 
different  Members,  particularly  by  Mr  Coke 
and  Mr.  Wilmot ;  who  said,  they  had  expected 
and  hoped  that  the  Claimants,  at  least  in  the 
three  first  Classes,  would  have  been  paid  in 
full  without  any  deduction.  Mr.  Wilmot  ad- 
verted to  a  part  of  Mr.  Fox's  Speech,  wherein 
he  said,  "  that  if  the  Loyalists  were  paid  the 
"  whole  of  their  Loss,  they  would  be  in  a 
**  better  situation  than  they  were  in  before  the 
"  war :"  whereas,  Mr.  W.  observed,  that  on  a 
presumption  the  Commissioners  had  been  able 
to  ascertain  the  full  value  of  their  property, 
which  he  was  afraid  it  was  too  mnch  to  pre- 
sume, and  of  the  encreased  value  \/hich  a  few 
years  more  population  would  necessarily  occa- 
sion, the  whole  amount  would  produce  a  much 
less  income  in  this  Country  than  in  that  they 
had  relinquished  ;  and  would  by  no  means, 
independent  of  many  other  circumstances,  re- 
store them  to  that  relative  situation  they  were 
in  before  the  War. 
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As,  however,  any  proposition  of  this  kind 
was  opposed  both  by  Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox, 
and  not  supported  by  any  other  Member,  it 
fell  to  the  ground  ;  and  the  Plan  above-men- 
tioned was  carried  into  execution  by  an  Ad- 
dress *  to  the  King ;  and  by  Hn  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment •}*,  in  which  the  Commissioners  were 
directed  to  transmit  Lists  and  grant  Cer- 
tificates for  the  sums  to  which  the  parties  were 
respectively  entitled.  The  Plan,  on  the  whole, 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  sides  of  the  House,  and 
to  the  American  Loyalists,  as  appeared  by  the 
following  Address  of  the  Agents  to  his  Ma- 
jesty, presented  at  his  Levee  J. 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  VII. 

t  See  Act,  28th  of  George  III.  chap.  40. 

X  And  also  by  the  following  letter: 

Manchester  Square, 
Sir,  T  1  , 

July  10th,    1738.    ,^ 

Parliament  having,  in  the  last  Session,  fully  mani- 
fested its  munificent  intention  to  make  Compensation 
to  the  Loyalist  American  Sufferers,  by  a  grant  of  a  very 
large  sum  for  that  purpose;  the  Agents  for  that  merito- 
rious body  of  faithful  subjects  rejoice  in  the  happy 
occasion  of  making  you  their  most  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments, on  behalf  of  their  Constituents  and  themselves, 
for  your  earnest  attention  to  their  Interests,  and  the 
generous  support  you  afforded  them  in  the  course  of  their 
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St.  James' Sy  July  2. 
The  following  Address  of  the  Agents  for 
the  American  Loyalists  has  been  presented  to 
the  King  by  Sir  William  Pepperell,  Bart,  and 
the  other  Agents,  being  introduced  by  the 
Lord  of  his  Majesty's  Bed-chamber  in  Wait- 
ing ;  which  Address  his  Majesty  was  pleased 
to  receive  very  graciously,  and  they  all  had  the 
honour  to  kiss  his  Majesty's  hand. 

"TO  THE  KING'S  MOST  EXCELLENT  MAJESTY, 

**  THE    HUMBLE    ADDRESS    OF    THE    AGENTS    FOR    THE 
"  AMERICAN    LOYALISTS. 

"  MOST  GRACIOUS  SOVEREIGN, 

"  Your  Majesty's  ever  dutiful  and  loyal 
**  Subjects,  the  Agents  for  the  American 
**  Loyalists,    who    have   heretofore    been    the 

application  to  Parliament,  which  so  greatly  contributed 
to  produce  a  decision,  no  less  honourable  to  the  British 
Nation,  than  just  and  liberal  to  the  Claimants. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  by  the  direction  and  on  be- 
half of  the  Agents  for  the  American  Loyalists,  with  great 

respect, 

Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  Pepperell. 

John  Wilmot,  Esq.  *??:(?  ■•)''• 
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'*  Suppliants   of   your  Majesty  on   behalf   of 
**  their  distressed   Constituents,   now  humbly 

beg  leave  to  approach  your  Throne,  to  pour 
*  forth  the  ardent  eflPusions  of  their  grateful 

hearts,  for  your  most  gracious  and  effectual 
"  recommendation  of  their  claims  to  the  just 
**  and  generous  consideration  of  Parliament. '  • 

"  To  have  devoted  their  fortunes,  and  ha- 
**  zarded  their  lives,  in  defence  of  the  just 
"  rights  of  the  Crown,  and  the  fundamental 
**  principles  of  the  British  Constitution,  were 
"  no  more  than  tlieir  duty  demanded  of  them, 
**  in  common  with  your  Majesty's  other  sub- 
**  jects ;  But  it  was  tlieir  peculiar  fortune  to  he 
'^  called  to  the  trial ;  and  it  is  their  boast  and 
**  their  glory  to  have  been  found  equal  to  the 
**  task.  They  have  now  the  distinguished 
**  happiness  of  c-seing  their  fidelity  approved 
"  by  their  Sovereign,  and  recompensed  by 
"  Parliament ;  their  fellow  subjects  cheerfully 
"  contributing  to  compensate  them  for  the  for- 
"  feitures  their  attachment  to  Great  Britain 
"  incited  them  to  incur ;  thereby  adding  dig- 
*'  nity  to  their  own  exalted  character  among 
**  the  nations  of  the  world,  and  holding  out 
**  to  mankind  the  glorious  principles  of  justice, 
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V*  equity,  and  benevolence,  as  the  firmest  basis 
:^5, of  Empire.  ..  i,i.^,»,i  ^,j,.^  ,,„j,  ,nn'rirM  - 
\h>  "  We  sbould  be  wanting  in  justice  and  gra- 
"  titude,  if  we  did  not,  upon  this  oqcasion, 
**  acknowledge  the  wisdom  and  liber^ity  of 
I* ^  the  Provisions  proposed  by  your  M-aJ^sty's 
**  Servants,  co.nformable  to  your  ]VIajesty's 
"gracious  intentions,  for  the  relief  and  ac- 
"  commodation  of  the  several  classes  of  Suf- 
^*  ferers  to  whose  Cases  they  apply ;  and  we 
*'  are  convinced  it  will  give  comfort  to  your 
"  Royal  breast,  to  be  assured  they  have  been 
**  received  with  the  most  general  satisfaction. 

**  Professions  of  the  unalterable  attachment 
**  of  the  Loyalists  to  your  Majesty's  Person 
"  and  Government,  we  conceive  to  be  unne- 
"  cessary ;  they  have  preserved  it  under  Perse- 
"  cution,  and  Gratitude  cannot  render  it  less 
"  permanent.  They  do  not  presume  to  arro- 
"  gate  to  themselves  a  more  fervent  loyalty 
"  than  their  fellow  subjects  possess ;  but,  dis- 
**  tinguished  as  they  have  been  by  their  Suf- 
"  ferings,  they  deem  themselves  entitled  to 
"  the  foremost  rank  among  the  most  zealous 
"  supporters  of  the  Constitution.  And  while 
"  they  cease  not  to  offer  up  their  most  earnest 
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"  prayers  to  the  Divine  Being  to  preserve  your 
"  Majesty,  and  your  Illustrious  Family,  in  the 
**  peaceful  enjoyment  of  your  just  rights,  and 
"  in  the  exercise  of  your  Royal  virtues  in  pro- 
**  moting  the  happiness  of  your  people,  they 
"  humhly  beseech  your  Majesty  to  continue  to 
*^  believe  them,  at  all  times,  and  upon  all  oc- 
*^  casions,  equally  ready,  as  they  have  been, 
to  devote  their  lives  and  properties  to  your 
Majesty's  service,  and  the  preservation  of 
**  the  British  Constitution. 


It 
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"  W.  Pepperell,  for  the  Massachusets'  Loy-   / 

*'  alists.  '> 

"  J.  Wentworth,  jun.  for  the  New  Hamp- 

"  shire  Loyalists.  ^^  i, 

*'  George  Rome,  for  the  Rhode  Island  Loy- 

"  alists. 
"  Ja.  Delancey,  for  the  New- York  Loyalists. 
"  David  Ogdeu,  for  the  New  Jersey  Loy- 

"  aliste. 
"  Joseph  Galloway,    for  the  Penu8y!vania 

"  and  Delaware  Loyalists.  ^^  ,. 

''*  Robert  Alexander,  for  the  Maryland  Loy- 

"  alists. 
*  *  John  R.  Grymes,  for  the  Virginia  Loyalists. 
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Henry  Eustace  M'CuUoh,  for  the  North 

•*ji    *  **  Carolina  Loyalists. 

til  "  James  Simpson,   for  the  South  Carolina 

"  Loyalists.  ^^^  »  '♦♦*- 

"  William  Knox,  for  the  Georgia  Loyalists. 

d  "  John  Graham,   late  Lieutenant  Governor 

**  of   Georgia,    and  joint  Agent  for  the 

-^  i<   **  Greorgia  Loyalists."'  f>i    '     :    tjiv  v^- 

Soon  afiter,  a  motion  was  made  for  continu- 
ing the  Act*  and  the  Commission  another  year, 
for  the  purpose  principally  of  enabling  the 
Commissioners  to  enquire  into  the  Claims  of 
certain  other  Persons  therein  specified,  who, 
it  was  stated,  appeared  to  **  have  been  pre- 
vented by  particular  ( '-'^umstances  from  pre- 
ferring their  Claims  before;  Provided  the 
Commissioners  were  satisfied,  by  proof  made 
**  on  oath,  with  the  reasons  assigned  by  those 
**  Persons  for  not  having  before  preferred  their 
*'  respective  Claims."  And  the  Act  passed, 
including  these  and  other  purposes. 

Among  these  were  the  important  Proprietary 
Claims  of  Lord  Fairfax,  of  Lady  Juliana  and 
of  the  Messrs.  Penn,  for  their  losses  in  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania. 

*  See  Acts  of  28th  George  III.  chap.  44, 
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•  1  The  Act  likewise  enabled  the  Commissioners 
at  home  anc'.  abroad  respectively  to  complete, 
review,  or  supply  the  defect  of  Evidence  in 
any  such  Cases  as  had  been  or  should  be  pro- 
ceeded in.  ' ' 

Three  of  the  Commissioners  were  likewise 
directed  to  enquire  into  the  Losses  sustained 
by  various  Persons,  either  by  furnishing  pro- 
visions or  other  necessary  articles  for  the  service 
of  his  Majesty's  Navy  or  Army  in  America 
during  the  late  War;  or  by  having  their  pro- 
perty used,  seized,  or  destroyed,  for  the  car- 
rying on  the  Public  service  there ;  for  which 
they  had  hitherto  received  no  Compensation ; 
and  both  which  the  Commissioners  had  declined 
enquiring  into  under  the  former  Acts,  as  not 
being  Losses  in  consequence  of  Loyalty,  to 
which  their  Enquiry  was  then  confined.  Ano- 
ther clause  also  authorized  them  to  enquire 
into  the  Losses  of  all  Persons  who,  it  was 
alledged,  had  suffered  in  their  rights  and  pro- 
perties by.  the  Cession  of  theProvince  of  Georgia 
to  the  United  States  of  America  by  the  Defini- 
tive Treaty  of  Peace,  concluded  at  Paris  the 
3d  of  September,  1783 ;  and  to  Report  their 
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Proceedings  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  and 
to  the  two  Secretaries  of  State.  tmy  ^^  ni 

As  the  Commissioners,  who  had  gone  to 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  were  hy  this  time 
returned  to  England,  and  Mr.  Anstey  was 
expected  every  day  from  the  United  States, 
there  was  more  than  sufficient  to  employ  the 
Commissioners,  independent  of  the  Act  for 
carrying  the  Plan  of  Relief  and  Compensation 
into  execution.  By  the  Act,  the  Commissioners 
were  directed  to  make  up  Books  or  Lists  of 
the  Claimants,  and  the  Amount  of  their  Losses 
Tespectively,  with  the  Abatements  directed  by 
the  Act ;  after  which  they  were  empowered  to 
issue  their  Warrant  to  the  Exchequer  to  make 
Orders  in  the  Names  of  the  several  Persons 
inserted  in  these  Books  for  such  Sums  as  they 
should  be  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  the  Act ;  to 
carry  an  Interest  of  ^£.3^  per  cent,  from  the 
5th  of  July,  1788,  the  principal  Sums  to  be 
paid  off,  with  the  Interest,  by  half-yearly  in- 
'Stalments:  and  it  was  alp.  directed  that  the 
Commissioners  for  American  Claims  should 
deliver  to  each  of  the  Claimants,  or  to  their 
lawful  Attorney,  a  Certificate  to  be  transmitted 
•to  the  Boaid  of  Treasury,  containing  his  name 
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and  the  Sum  to  which  he  should  be  entitled, 
to  be  carried  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Exchequer, 
wlio  should  deliver  out  the  Order,  and  take  a 
lleceipt  on  the  back  of  the  Certificate  as  a 
discharge  for  the  Order. 

These  pieparatory  steps  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners,   required  a  great  deal  of  care, 
as  most  of  the  Parties  had  received  one  or  two 
payments  on  account ;  and  beside  the  Deduc- 
tions in  this  respect,  and  the  Abatement  above* 
mentioned,   they  were  very  properly  directed 
by  the  Board  of  Treasury  to  revise  the  List  of 
/Allowances  which  had  been  annually  made  by 
that  Board,  till  the  parties  should  receive  their 
final  Compensation.     This  part  of  the  business 
was  attended  likewise  with  a  good  deal  of  deli- 
cacy ;  for  although  there  were  many  who  re- 
ceived a  su£icient  Sum  in  gross  by  way  of 
Compensation,    to   render  it  unnecessary  for 
them  to  receive  anything  further  as  an  annual 
Allowance;    yet  there  were  many  other  very 
deserving  persons  (independent  of  those  who 
were  entitled  to  Pensions  for  Losses  of  Oflfice 
or  Professions)  who  either  had  very  little  Pro- 
perty, or  of  such  a  nature  that  the  Commis- 
sioners could  not  allow  it  for  v/ant  of  fuU  or 
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satisfactory  proof,  and  yet  were  altogether  de- 
prived of  their  means  of  livelihood,  and  were 
reduced  to  great  distress :  Indeed  the  work  of 
Compensation  would  have  been  still  imperfect, 
if  the  Board  of  Treasury  had  not  authorized 
the  Commissioners  to  atteiid  to  the  various 
wants  and  distresses  of  this  numerous  class  of 
Claimants,  many  of  them  Widows  and  Orphans, 
and  to  recommend  some  provision  for  them ; 
which  was  regularly  confirmed  by  the  Lords 
of  the  Treasury,  and  continued  not  only  for 
many  years  afterwards,  but  to  the  present  time, 
and  will  probably  remain  during  the  lives  of 
the  Survivors,  as  many  are  since  deceased. 

The  Commissioners  immediately,  viz.  in 
August  1788,  proceeded  with  the  various  mat- 
ters referred  to  them ;  and,  among  the  rest, 
witli  th  3  Claims  specially  mentioned  in  the 
Act,  some  of  which  took  a  great  deal  of  time 
and  attention,  particularly  that  of  the  M  >rs. 
Peiin's,  for  the  loss  of  their  Proprietary  in- 
terests in  Pennsylvania ;  which,  not  only  from 
the  amount  of  the  Claim  (being  ^.944,817), 
but  still  more  from  the  importance  and  com- 
plicated nature  thereof,  took  up  many  weeks 
in  the  investigation  of  it ;  nor  could  they  have 
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proceeded  sutiBiactorily  without  having  ob- 
tained from  America  the  Evidence  of  a  person 
who  had  been  Receiver  General  under  the  Pro- 
prietors from  the  year  1 753  to  the  Revolution ; 
and  who,  being  a  man  of  great  integrity  and 
experience,  brought  over  with  him  many  Ac- 
counts, which  tended  much  to  explain  and  elu- 
cidate the  various  heads  of  Property  enjoyed 
by  the  Proprietors,  previous  to  the  troubles  in 
that  Country. 

'  This  Claim  of  Messrs.  Penn's  (estimated  and 
liquidated  by  the  Commissioners  at  ^.500,000) 
being  different  from  any  other  that  had  come 
before  them,  both  on  account  of  its  nature  and 
its  magnitude,  difHculty  ^  and  importance,  they 
made  a  separate  Report  upon  it  for  the  consi- 
deration of  Governm*^nt.  Mfi-n  -^mt 
tiiUColonel  Dundas  and  Mr.  Pemberton,  having 
returned  from  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  made 
a  sepairate  Report  of  their  Proceedings  to  the 

*  On  this  account,  Messrs.  Penn  had  sent  for  a  most 
venerable  and  intelligent  old  man,  Mr.  Physick,  from 
Pennsylvania,  to  assist  William  Baker,  Esq.  the  re- 
spectable Member  for  Hertfordshire,  who  managed  the 
Enquiry  for  them  at  the  Board  of  Commissioners  some 
weeks  on  thesubject,  and  which  had  been  already  post- 
poned several  nvjnths  for  Mr.  Pbysick's  arrival. 
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Board  of  Treasury  and  Secretaries  of  State; 
but  the  Commissioners,   before  they  finished 
their  labours,  united  the  Proceedings  of  both 
Boards  in  one  general  Statement,  in  order  to 
give  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  whole.        '« 
-   Mr.  Anstey  also  having  returned  from  the 
United    States    in   September,    the    Commis- 
sioners took  a  general  Review  of  the  whole  of 
their  Proceedings  from  the  commencement  of 
the  Enquiry ;  and  were  thus  eiipbled  to  supply 
any  defects,   to  correct  any  mistakes,  and  to 
re-consider  any  points,  in  which  perhaps  too 
great  humanity  towards  the  individual  on  the 
one  hand,  or  too  great  anxiety  to  reduce  Claims 
which  appeared  exaggerated  on  the  other,  might 
have  led  them  into  error. 
"    Having  thus  wound  up  the  business  in  the 
spring  of  17^9,  they  presented  their  Twelfth 
and  Last  Report,  on  the  15th  of  May*;  and 
likewise,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House 
of  Commons  of  the  10th  of  June,  17®9,  pre- 
sented a  Statement  of  them  to   that  House, 
comprising  the  whole  of  their  Proceedings  in 
one  view,    specifying  what  had  already  been 
granted  by  Parliament  and  what  still  remained 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  VIII. 
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for  their  ConBideration :  but  as  the  Enquiry  into 
these  Claims  was  not  completed,  and  the  Mi- 
nister thought  proper  to  give  way  once  more 
to  some  strong  applications  from  various  per- 
sons, who  had  been  still  prevented  from  pre- 
ferring or  prosecuting  their  Claims  under  the 
former  Acts  of  Parliament,  the  Commission 
was  renewed  *  once  more,  and  it  was  not  dll 
the  Spring  of  1790  that  the  business  was 
finally  settled  and  adjusted  by  Parliament.  In 
ithe  beginning  of  April,  in  consequence  of  an 
Order  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  31st 
of  March,  17^0,  the  Commissioners  laid  be- 
lore  the  House  a  Statement  xy[  the  Claims 
and  Losses  of  the  American  Loyalists  up  to 
the  25th  of  March,  1790,  with  the  sums  al- 
ready granted  on  account  thereof,  and  of  what 
(remained  for  the  consideration  of  Parliament. 

The  general  result  of  this  was,  that  the 
number  of  Claims  preferred  in  England  and 
^ova  Scotia,  was  3,225 ; 

Of  which  were  examined  -  2,291* 

Disallowed     -     -     -     343-) 

Withdrawn    -     -     -       38[-  934^^'^^ 

Not  prosecuted    -     -     553-' 

*  Act  29  Geo.  III.  1789,  chap.  62. 
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That  the  amount  of  the  Claims 

preferred  was  -     -     -     ^.10,358,413     0 
That  the  amount  of  the  Claims 

examined  was    -     -     -     ^.8,216,126     0 
That  the  Liquidation  thereof 

amounted  to       -     -     -     ^fi.3,023,091     0 
Of  which  had  been  pro- 
vided   ....    ^.2,096,32G  18^. 
^     And  that  there  remained 
for  consideration  of  Par- 
liament ...     -     ^.936,764     4^. 


> 
> 


What  remained  for  consideration  of  Parlia- 
ment consisted  of  Seven  Articles  : 

1.  Additional  Claims,  liqui- 
«4i      dated  since  17B8,  to  the 

amount  of-      -     -     -     ^.224,406     U. 

2.  The   proprietary  Claims 

of  Messrs.  Penn's       -      ^.500,000     0 
,3.  Ditto  4)f  Trustees  under 
V  ji     the  will  of  Lord  Granville, 

North  Carolina    -     -     -  .^.60,000     0 
4.  Dittodittoof  RobertLord  .       , 
Fairfax,  Proprietor  of  Vir- 
ginia     -  ^.60,000     0 


m 


■vt 
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5.  Claims  of  Subjects  or  set-  (h  t^ilT 
tied   Inhabitants    of    the       rh-^tii^tq 
United  States,    many  of    ju:*.*;  ^rff  l«?dT 
which  were  Cases  of  great     //  h^mi 
merit   or    peculiar   hard-    «m  t  -*■'' 
ship    :-     -     .     -     -     -  ^.32,462 

6.  Ditto,    of   Persons   who  ii^mH    i*  v 
appeared   to    have    reli«if       ^>>hf  / 
under  the  Treaty  of  Peace  ^.14,000 

7.  Ditto,  of  Creditors  oh  the         j  i; 

Ar     Ceded  Lands  in  Georgia    .5^.45,885  IJ^^. 


6s. 


0 


Mr.  Pitt  brought  thio  subject  before  the 
House  on  the  i4th  of  May,  1790,  when  he  pro- 
posed in  a  Committee  of  the  House,  1st.  that 
the  First  Head,  viz.  of  Additional  Claims, 
should  be  compensated  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  former,  subject  to  the  same  deductions. 

With  regard  to  the  Second,  which  alone 
admitted  of  any  discussion,  IVIr.  Pitt  stated 
the  circumstances  of  it,  which  had  been  de- 
tailed by  the  Commissioners  in  a  separate 
Report  to  Government,  and  the  substance  of 
which  was,  *'  That  by  an  Act  of  the  State  of 
"  Peiinsylvania  of  the  27th  of  November,  1779> 
'*  all  the  Estate,  Right,  &c.  of  the  Proprie- 
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"  taries  of  Pennsylvania,  whereof  they  were 
'*  seized  on  the  J^tli  of  July,  1776,  should  be 
"vested  in  the  Commonwealth:  that  all  the 
**  quit  rents  should  cease,  but  that  the  private 
"estates,  lands,  and  hereditaments,  of 'any  of 
"  the  Proprietaries,  surveyed  and  Returned 
"into  the  Land  Office  prior  to  the  4th  of  July^ 
"  177^5  should  be  confirmed  :  and  also  that 
"  the  Commonwealth,  being  desirous  to  ma- 
"  nifest  its  liberality  and  remembrance  of  the 
"  enterpizing  spirit  of  the  Founder  of  Pennsyi- 
"  vania,  and  of  the  expectations  and  depen- 
"  dence  of  his  Descendants  on  the  Propriety 
"  thereof,  it  was  enacted  that  ^.130,000 
*'  should  be  paid  to  the  Devisees  and  Legatees 
"  of  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  late 
"  Proprietaries,  and  to  the  Widow  and  relict 
"  of  Thomas  Penn,  in  just  and  equitable  pro- 
"  portions  by  Instalment;  the  f/st  payment 
"to  be  made  at  the  expiration  of  one  year 
"  after  the  termination  of  the  war."  'o  bu/ 

Under  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Pitt  pro- 
posed to  grant  to  them  and  their  heirs,  an 
annuity  di  ^.4,000  per  annum,  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund,  in  the  propor- 
tions to  which  the  different  branches  of  the 
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family  were  respectively  entitled,  viz.  |,  or 
^.3,000  per  annum^  to  John  Penn,  E?q.  of 
Stoke  Regis,  in  the  county  of  Bucks,  the  son 
of  the  elder  branch,  and  the  other  s^.lOOO 
per  annum  to  John  Penn,  Esq.  of  Wimpole 
Street,  the  son  of  the  younger  branch  of  the 
ftimily,  to  be  considered  as  real  Estate,  and 
issuing  out  of  the  county  of  Middlesex  :  this 
was  afterwards  carried  into  execution  by  an 
Act  of  this  Session,  viz.  30  George  III. 
chap.  46. 

3d,  He  proposed  that  the  Claimants  under 
the  will  of  Lord  Granville  should  receive  the 
full  amount  of  their  Loss,  not  exceeding 
jg.  10,000,  and  60  per*  cent,  of  as  much  as 
should  exceed  that  sum.  *  • 

4th,  That  Lord  Fairfax  should 
,^'^    receive  for  the  loss  of  his  Life  t^  -  > 

■\-       Interest  the  full  amount  as  '>^ 

r       for  as ^.10,000  0 

And  80  per  cent,  for  such  loss  '  ^ 

^        as  should  exceed  ^.10,000  ^.  3,006  8«. 


I  ^.13,006  8*. 

5th  Class,  Subjects  or  settled  Inhabitants  of 

the  United  States,  were,  after  some  consider- 
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ation  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Pitt,  paid  in  th« 
same  manner  as  the  other  Loyalists  *.  "^^j-  - 
•*  6th,  Persons  who  appeared  to  have  Relief 
under  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  were  deferred,  for 
consideration  of  Government  'f.  <  *♦' 

* '  7*h,  Creditors  on  the  ceded  lands  in  Geor- 
gia, were  paid  in  fiiU.  .».*.  ;>  i...^  . 
<*i  The  amount  of  Pensions  paid  to  204  Loy* 
alists,  on  account  of  Losses  of  Office  or  Pro- 
fession was  ^.25,7^^  per  annuniy  beside 
Annual  Allowances  to  588  persons,  chiefly 
Widows,  Orphans,  and  Merchants,  who  had 
no  means  of  livelihood,  but  had  lost  no  real 
or  personal  Estate ;  except  Debts  to  some  of 

-c*  See  30  Geo.  III.  chap.  34.  '^ 

f,^.t.  There  were  only  two  cases  of  this  kind,  beside  that 
of  Lord  Fairfax,  laid  before  the  Commissioners,  and 
which  were  stated  by  them  to  Government.  One  of 
these,  the  children  of  Colonel  R.  Morris,  of  New  York, 
it  is  believed,  recovered  their  reversionary  interest.  The 
other,  th^4t  of  Messrs.  Martin,  of  Virginia,  not  having 
recovered  their  property  in  Virginia,  have  been  since 
compensated  by  the  British  Parliament. 

The  demands  for  Damages  done,  &c.  by  the  Army 
and  Navy,  were  enquired  into  by  the  Commissioners 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  were  aftierwards  re- 
ported to  Government  and  discharged. 
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them,  and  which  had  not  heen  gone  into  for 
reasons  before  given. 

rjilt  may  be  proper  to  give  a  Comprehensive 
View  or  General  Statement,  in  the  Appendix, 
of  the  result  of  the  Commission*.  i  ;-^-,  - 

As  many  of  the  Loyalists,  who  received 
Pensions,  or  Annual  Allowances,  are  since 
deceased,  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  by  his 
Majesty's  direction,  have  continued  some  part 
of  those  Annual  Payments  to  their  Widows.    . 


Thus  had  the  Nation  extended  an  Enquiry 
for  seven  successive  years,  into  the  Losses  of 
those  who,  from  motives  of  Loyalty  to  his 
Majesty  and  attachment  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment, had  risked  their  lives  and  sacrificed 
their  fortunes  in  support  of  the  Constitutional 
Dependence  of  the  Colonies  on  Great  Britain. 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  each  Country  had 
plausible  arguments  for  its  conduct,      .^j  ^-i^iuy 

-''     "  Magno  se  judice  qubque  tuetur.**        '' 

LUCAN,  i.  12^. 

The  one  thought  it  reasonable  that  her  Colo- 
nies should,  in  some  way  or  other,  contribute 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  IX.^"*^  ^  ^W 
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to  share  in  those  Burdens,  great  portion  of 
which  had  been  occasioned  by  a  Contest  con- 
cerning an  important  part  of  those  Colonies, 
and  from  the  result  of  which  Contest  they 
must  necessarily  derive  great  advantage.  The 
other  acknowledged  the  reasonableness  of  this 
Proposition,  but  strenuously  opposed  any  in- 
novation in  the  mode  in  which  this  Contribu- 
tion had  hitherto  been  made,  namely,  by  re- 
strictions on  their  Trade;  and  therefore  resisted 
a  Principle  which  was  not  only  new  in  practice, 
but  which,  if  admitted  and  acted  upon,  might 
lead  to  the  greatest  abuse  and  oppression. 

Family  quarrels,  especially  between  pkirenta 
and  children,  are  always  more  difficult  to  re- 
concile than  between  strangers.  The  very  re- 
membrance of  former  kindness  increases  their 
animosity  and  jealousy  of  each  other,  especially 
if  they  are,  as  perhaps  was  the  case  here, 
both  somewhat  wrong,  either  in  form  or  sub- 
stance. 

That  Great  Britain,  considering  its  free 
Government  and  its  generosity  on  all  occa- 
sions, had  an  intention  of  oppressing  its  Co- 
lonies by  taxation,  could  never  be  seriously 
supposed.     Indeed,  the   argument  against  its 

H 
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conduct  at  this  period  was,  that  the  principle 
on  which  it  acted  might,  if  carried  to  the 
extreme,  lead  to  ahuse ;  not  that  the  exercise 
of  it,  in  this  instance,  was  in  itself  unjust  and 
oppressive.  On  the  other  hand  it  was  said, 
that  the  conduct  of  the  American  Colonies  did 
not  proceed  from  any  real  apprehensions  of 
tyranny  and  oppression  ;  but,  in  the  first  place, 
from  a  dislike  to  submit  to  any  Restrictions 
whatever  on  their  Trade,  and,  in  the  next, 
from  a  settled  and  determined  plan  of  throwing 
off  altogether  their  dependence  on  the  Mother 
Country,  and  of  erecting  themselves  into  In- 
dependent States. 

-  That  individuals  in  both  Countries  might 
have  entertained  the  opinions  respectively  im- 
puted to  them,  may  very  likely  be  true;  but 
there  does  not  seem  the  least  ground  to  think 
that  these  opinions  were  adopted  by  any  consi- 
derable portion  on  either  side. 

Whatever  may  be  said  of  this  unfortunate 
war,  either  to  account  for,  to  justify,  or  to 
apologize  for  the  conduct  of  either  Country ; 
all  the  world  has  been  unanimous  in  applaud- 
ing the  justice  and  the  humanity  of  Great  Bri- 
tain in  rewarding  the  Services,  and  in  compen- 
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mating,  with  a  liberal  hand,  the  Losses  of 
those  who  suffered  so  mnch  for  their  firm  and 
faithful  adherence  to  the  British  Government. 
However,  therefore,  we  may  deplore  the 
causes,  the  progress,  and  the  issue  of  the 
Contest, — its  retrospect  will  afford  some  con- 
solation to  every  lover  of  his  Country  to  reflect, 
that,  among  the  many  other  Gracious  acts  of 
the  present  Reign,  the  Remuneration  of  these 
Loyal  and  meritorious  Sufferers  will  be  com- 
memorated as  a  distinguished  Testimony  of 
public  Beneficence  and  public  Faith.  To  re- 
cord and  to  perpetuate  this  eminent  instance  of 
national  Honour,  and  to  give  a  faithful  repre- 
sentation of  the  facts  and  persons  connected 
with  the  whole  transaction,  has  been  the  object 
of  the  Writer,  who  cannot  conclude  this  detail, 
especially  at  the  present  moment  of  renewed 
hostilities  between  the  two  Countries,  without 
a  most  ardent  Prayer,  that 

—  "  In  Amicitiam  coeant  et  foedera  jungant 
"  PerpetuaT  ^ 

ViRG.  ^n.  vii.  54^. 
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H.  B.  It  was  not  at  first  intended  to  print  this  Act  in  the  Appendii, 
but  afterwards  was  thought  best.    See  p.  43. 
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An  Act  Jor  appointing  Commissioners  to  enquire 
into  the  Losses  and  Services  of  all  such  Persons 
who  have  suffered  in  their  Rights,  Properties, 
and  Professions,  during  the  late  unhappy  Dis- 
sentions  in  America,  in  consequence  of  their 
Loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  and  attachment  to  the 
British  Government. 

Whereas,  during  the  lat<^  unhappy  Dissentions 
in  America,  many  of  your  Majesty's  faithful  Sub- 
jects have,  in  consequence  of  their  Loyalty  to  your 
Majesty,  and  attachment  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment, and  their  obedience  to  your  Majesty's  Pro- 
clamation, and  various  other  proclamations  and 
Lianifestoes,  issued  by  your  Majesty's  Commis- 
sioners, Generals,  and  Governors,  suffered  in  their 
Rights,  Properties,  and  Professions,  insomuch  that 
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several  well-deserving  Persons  are  i  ?ed  from 
affluence  to  circamstances  so  straitened  as  to  re- 
quire the  aid  of  a  temporary  support,  which  has 
been  allotted  to  them  by  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury,  by  annual  allowances  made,  and  occa- 
sional assistance  by  sums  of  money  given  to  them 
from  the  revenues  of  your  Majesty's  Civil  List,  the 
amount  of  which  has  hitherto  been  made  good  by 
Parliament ;  and  your  faithful  Commons,  not  doubt- 
ing but  that  your  Majesty's  most  earnest  endeavours 
W\\\  be  employed  for  procuring  from  the  United 
States  of  America  restitution  of  or  recompence  for 
the  estates  and  effects  of  those  who  have  thus  un- 
happily suffered,  and  intending  to  give  all  due  aid 
and  assistance  to  those  who  may  return  to  America 
for  the  recovery  of  their  former  possessions  under 
the  Provisional  Articles,  and  to  extend  such  relief 
to  others  who  may,  by  particular  circumstances,  be 
deprived  of  that  advantage,  as  their  respective  Cases 
may  require,  and  the  publick  afford ;  to  which  end, 
it  is  necessary  that  a  diligent  and  impartial  Enquiry 
should  be  made  into  the  Losses  and  Services  of  all 
such  Persons  as  may,  within  the  time  herein-after 
limited  for  that  purpose,  claim  or  request  such  aid 
or  relief  as  is  heraby  intended  to  be  given :  we  pray 
your  Majesty  that  it  may  be  enacted ;  and  be  it  en- 
acted by  the  King's  most  excellent  Majesty,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Lords  Spiritual 
and  Temporal,  and  Commons,  in  this  present  Par- 


APPENDIX. 


103 


liament  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
same,  that  John  Wilmot,  Esquire,  Daniel  Parker 
Coke,  Esquire,  Colonel  Robert  Kingston,  Colonel 
Thomas  Dundas,  and  John  Marsh,  Esquire,  shall 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  constituted  Commissioners 
for  enquiring  into  the  respective  Losses  and  Ser- 
vices of  all  such  Person  and  Persons  who  have  suf- 
fered in  their  Rights,  Properties,  and  Professions, 
during  the  late  unhappy  dissentions  in  America,  in 
consequence  of  their  Loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  and 
attachment  to  the  British  Government. 

IL  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  Three 
Commissioners  in  this  Act  named,  before  they 
enter  upon  the  execution  of  the  same,  shall  take  an 
oath  before  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  for  the  Time 
being,  or  one  of  his  Majesty's  Justices  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench,  Common  Pleas,  or  Barons  of  the 
Exchequer,  (which  they,  or  either  of  them,  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  administer),  in 
the  form  following ;  that  is  to  say : 

/,  A.  B,  do  swear.  That,  according  to  the  best 
of  my  skill  and  knowledge,  I  will  faithfully,  im- 
partially, and  truly  execute  the  several  powers 
and  trusts  vested  in  me  hy  an  Act,  (intituled,  An 
Act  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  Enquire  into 
the  Losses  and  Services  of  all  such  Persons  who 
have  suffered  in  their  Rights,  Properties,  and 
Professions,  during  the  late  unhappy  Dissentions 
in  America,   in  consequence  of  their  Loyalty  to 
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his  Majesty,  and  attachment  to  the  Riitish  Go- 
vernmentjy  according  to  the  tenor  and  purport  of 
the  said  Act. 

And  every  other  of  the  said  Commissioners  in 
this  Act  named,  shall  likewise  take  the  same  oath, 
before  the  said  three  Commissioners,  who  are 
hereby  authorized  and  required  to  administer  the 
same,  after  they  shall  themselves  have  taken  the 
said  oath  as  aforesaid. 

III.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  an^ 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  said  Commissioners, 
or  any  three  or  nrore  of  them,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized,  impowered,  and  required,  to  examine, 
upon  oath,  (which  o?th  they,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  administer),  all 
Persons  whom  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any 
three  or  more  of  them,  shall  think  fit  to  examine 
touching  all  such  matters  and  things  as  shall  be  ne- 
cessary for  the  execution  of  the  powers  vested  in 
the  said  Commissioners  by  this  Act ;  and  all  such 
Persons  are  hereby  directed  and  required  punctually 
to  attend  the  said  Commissioners  at  such  time  or 
place  as  they,  or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  shall 
appoint.  "*-  •'  ^?**"»i 

IV.  And  be  it  enacted  by  the  Authority  afore- 
said. That  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  three  or 
more  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to  meet  and 
sit,  from  time  to  time,  at  the  Office  of  the  late 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  American  Department, 
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with  or  without  adjournment,  and  to  (tend  their 
precept  or  precepts,  under  their  hands  and  seals, 
for  any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  and  for  such 
books,  papers,  writings,  or  records,  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary  for  their  information  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  powers  vested  in  the  said  Commissioners 
by  this  Act ;  and  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any 
three  or  more  of  them,  are  hereby  authorized  to 
appoint  and  employ  such  clerks,  messengers,  and 
officers,  as  they  shall  think  meet;  which  clerks 
and  officers  are  hereby  required  faithfully  to  exe- 
cute and  perform  the  trust  in  them  severally  and 
respectively  reposed,  without  taking  anything  for 
such  their  service,  other  than  such  salary  or  reward 
as  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  three  or  more 
of  them,  shall  think  Ht  to  direct  and  appoint  in 
that  behalf. 

V.  And  be  it  enactefi  by  the  Authority  aforesaid^ 
That  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  said  Commissioners 
that  any  Person  shall  have  delivered  to  them  an 
Account  or  Claim  beyond  the  real  Loss,  with  an 
intent  to  obtain  more  than  a  just  Compensation, 
the  said  Commissioners  shall,  with  all  convenient 
dispatch,  report  such  Account  or  Claim,  with  the 
j£vidence  taken  thereupon,  to  the  Commissioners 
of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  who  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  make  such  further  Enquiry  upon  the  Case 
as  they  shall  think  proper;  and  if  they,  or  any 
three  ^of  them^  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  Ac- 
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count  or  Claim  is  frc^udulent,  then  such  Person 
shall  be  absolutely  excluded  from  any  Compensa- 
tion or  Provision  whatsoever.      *  "  -  '"--"-«  v 

VI.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority 
aforesaid,  I'hat  in  case  any  Person  or  Persons,  upon 
examination  upon  oath  before  the  said  Commis* 
sioners  respectively,  as  before-mentioned,  shall  wil- 
fully and  corruptly  give  false  evidence,  every  such 
Person  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  duly  con* 
victed,  shall  be,  and  is  and  are  hereby  declared  to 
be  subject  and  liable  to  such  pains  and  penalties  as^ 
by  any  law  now  in  being.  Persons  convicted  of 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  are  subject  and  liallle  to. 

VII.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  Claim 
or  Request  of  any  Person  or  Persons  for  Aid  or 
Relief  on  Account  of  the  Loss  of  any  Property 
during  the  late  Dissentions  in  Anierica,  shall  be  re- 
ceived after  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-four.  5  i 

VIII.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  said 
Commissioners  shall,  from  time  to  time,  at  their 
discretion,  or  as  often  as  they  shall  be  thereunto  re- 
quired, and  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  determina-^ 
tion  of  their  examinations  and  proceedings  by  vir- 
tue of  this  Act,  without  any  further  requisition, 
give  an  Account  of  their  Proceedings,  in  writing, 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Trea- 
sury, and  to  his  Majesty's  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State  for  the  time  being.  ^ ,     .     -    -, 
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IX.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Lords 
Comnnissioners  of  the  Treasury,  or  Lord  High 
Treasurer  for  the  time  being,  are  hereby  authorized 
and  required  to  issue  and  cause  to  be  paid  all  such 
sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  two  thousand  pounds, 
to  such  Person  or  Persons  as  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  shall,  by 
writing  under  their  hands,  desire  or  direct,  out  of 
any  part  of  the  Public  Monies  remaining  in  his 
Majesty's  Exchequer;  which  sum  so  issued  and 
paid,  shall  be  employed  for  the  payment  of  Clerks, 
Messengers,  and  other  Officers,  and  in  defraying 
all  other  necessary  Charges  in  or  about  the  Execu- 
tion of  the  Powers  of  this  Act,  and  in  such  manner 
and  in  such  proportions,  as  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  said  Commissiouers,  or  any  three  or  more  of 
them,  by  writing  under  their  hands  and  seals  in 
that  behalf;  the  same  to  be  accounted  for,  by  the 
Person  or  Persons  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  is- 
sued and  paid,  according  to  the  course  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Exchequer,  without  any  fee  or  other  charges 
to  be  taken  on  the  passing  of  the  said  Accounts, 
other  than  such  sum  as  the  said  Commissioners,  or 
any  three  or  more  of  them,  shall  appoint. 

X.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  Authority 
aforesaid.  That  in  case  of  a  vacancy  or  vacancies, 
by  death  or  resignation  of  any  one  or  more  of  the 
said  Commissioners,  during  the  recess  of  Parlia- 
ment, it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  his  Majesty 
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to  nominate  and  appoint  such  Person  or  Persons 
as  he  may  think  proper  to  supply  such  vacancy  or 
vacancies ;  and  that  every  Person  so  nominated  and 
appointed  shall  be  held  and  considered  to  be  in- 
vested with  all  the  same  Powers  as  are  delegated  to 
the  Commissioners  appointed  by  this  Act. 

XI.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  Act 
shall  continue  in  force  for  two  years  from  the 
passing  of  this  Act^  and  no  longer. 


M  r 
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END   OF   THE   ACT. 
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FIRST  REPORT,   12th  AUGUST,  1784,  OF  THE 
,^r      ,    COMMISSIONERS,  fiCc.     See  p.  54. 
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TO   THE   RIGHT   HONOURABLE 

THE    LORDS    COMMISSIONERS 
HIS  MAJESTY'S  TREASURY. 


r»..i 
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A  Report  of  John  IVilmot,  Esquire,  Daniel  Parker 
Coke,  Esquire,  Colonel  Robert  Kingston,  Colonel 
Thomas  Dundas,  and  John  Marshy  Esquire,  Com- 
missioners, appointed  hy  an  Act  of  Parliament 
passed  in  the  Twenty-third  Year  of  the  Reign 
<  of  His  Present  Majesty,  entitled,  "  An  Act 
J  **for  appointing  Commissioners  to  enquire  into 
*'  the  Losses  and  Services  of  all  such  Persons 
"  who  have  stiffered  in  their  Rights,  Properties,, 
and  Professions,  during  the  late  unhappy  Dis- 
sentions  in  America,  in  consequence  of  their 
"  Loyalty  to  His  Majesty  and  Attachment  to 
**  the  British  Government.'^ 

The  time  allowed  for  our  receiving  "  Claims  or 
"  Requests  for  Aid  or  Relief"  being  expired,  and 
the  Act  having  directed  us  from  time  to  time,  at 
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our  discretion,  to  give  an  Account  of  our  Proceed- 
ings to  your  Lordships,  we  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
you  a  list  of  the  Claims  which  have  been  presented 
to  us,  and  at  the  same  time  to  submit  the  following 
account  of  our  progress  hitherto  in  the  execution  of 
the  powers  and  trusts  committed  to  us. 

After  having  severally  taken  the  oath  of  qualifi- 
cation prescribed  by  the  Act  in  the  manner  therein 
directed,  we  caused  immediate  Notice  of  our  having 
met  to  receive  the  Claims  of  such  Persons  as  in- 
tended to  avail  themselves  of  the  benefit  of  the  Act 
to  be  published  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  in  the 
British  and  Irish  Newspapers.  We  also  caused  like 
Notice  to  be  transmitted  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  his  Majesty's  Forces  in  America,  then  at  New 
York,  and  to  the  Governors  of  the  Provinces  of 
Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  East  Florida  (there  being 
at  that  time  a  Governor  and  several  of  his  Majesty's 
loyal  Subjects  in  East  Florida),  for  the  information 
of  all  Persons  concerned :  and  we  afterwards  caused, 
from  time  to  time,  Notice  to  be  inserted  in  the  Ga- 
zette and  Newspapers  above-mentioned,  apprizing 
them  of  the  time  limited  by  the  Act  for  the  re- 
ceiving of  Claims,     >  r.\  ,  o     *t  4> 

By  the  List  herewith  given,  your  Lordships  will 
perceive  that  the  total  number  of  the  Claimants  is 
two  thousand  and  sixty  three.  But  we  think  it 
proper  to  observe,  that  of  the  real  Amount  of  their 
Losses,  no  reasonable  or  probable  conjecture  can  in 
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cur opinion  be  formed,  because  the  Estimates  de- 
livered in,  have,  in  many  instances  in  the  course 
of  our  Examination,  appeared  extremely  erroneous 
and  imperfect :  and  in  sundry  cases  where  pro- 
perty of  considerable  value  is  alledged  to  be  lost,  ^ 
no  certain  specification  or  Estimate  whatsoever  is 
given,  the  parties  alledging  themselves  at  present 
unable  to  frame  such  for  want  of  sufficient  docu- 
ments or  information. 

■  The  total  amount  of  the  specified  Estimates  of 
Losses  of  Property  is  Seven  millions  and  forty-six  >^ 
thousand  Two  hundred  and  seventy-eight  pounds 
fifteen  shillings  and  one  penny.  Claims  also  are 
made  for  Debts  alledged  to  have  been  lost  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions  three  hundred  and  fifty-four 
thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  pounds  twelve 
shillings  and  four  pence :  but  the  recovery  of  Debts 
on  either  side  being  Provided  for  by  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  with  the  United  States  of  America,  we  have 
not  considered  them  as  Losses  within  the  meaning 
of  the  Act. 

Amongst  these  Estimates  are  likewise  included 
valuations  in  gross  sums,  made  by  sundry  Claim- 
ants of  Life  or  lesser  Interests,  in  Estates,  Offices, 
or  Benefices,  which,  being  properly  of  the  descrip- 
tion of  Losses  of  Income,  the  average  annual  profits 
ought  alone  to  have  been  stated. 

The  Claims  for  Losses  of  Income  derived  from 
Estates  for  Life,  Offi  ^es  and  Professions,  in  which 
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the  estimated  annual  Incomes  are  specified,  amount 
in  the  whole  to  eighty-eight  thousand  six  hundred 
and  thirty-one  pounds  one  sbilHng  and  four  pence. 

Sundry  Claims  are  expressly  declared  to  be  left, 
merely  to  preserve  to  the  Parties  the  benefit  of  the 
Act,  in  case  they  should  fail  in  their  endeavours  to 
recover  their  Property,  which  they  are  exerting 
with  different  prospects  of  success. 

In  the  Schedule  annexed  hereunto,  we  have 
exhibited  for  your  Lordships'  information  the  result 
of  our  Enquiry,  so  far  as  we  have  hitherto  been 
enabled  to  prosecute  it. 

*  In  the  course  of  our  Investigation  we  have  had 
occasion  to  exercise  our  judgments  upon,  and  to 
mark  out  with  precision  the  limits  of  the  Enquiry ; 
and  as  we  have  extended  our  delibeiations  to  most 
Cases  of  doubt  which  can  arise  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Act  in  this  respect,  we  think  it  proper 
to  submit  to  your  Lordships  the  conclusions  we 
have  drawn  and  laid  down  as  Rules  for  our  Govern- 
ment in  the  execution  of  it ;  in  order  that  if  (through 
the  error  of  our  judgments,  or  the  want  of  more 
explicit  directions)  we  should  not  exactly  have  con- 
formed ourselves  to  the  intentions  of  Parliament, 
in  regard  to  any  of  the  species  of  Claims  which  we 
have  construed  the  Act  either  to  exclude  or  to  com- 
prehend, we  may  be  enabled  by  a  more  perfect  ex- 
planation of  our  duty  to  discharge  it  with  accuracy 
in  future.  ... 
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We  have  conceived  the  Enquiry  not  to  extend  to 
Claims  for  the  following  species  of  Losses,  in  re- 
spect whereof  doubts  have  been  suggested,  viz. 

1 .  Losses  *  sustained  in  East  and  West  Florida, 
or  elsewhere,  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  considered  the  Enquiry  necessarily  con- 
fined to  these  limits  ;  as  we  do  not  conceive  Parlia- 
ment to  have  had  in  its  contemplation  any  other 
description  of  Sufferers  than  such  as  have  sustained 
Losses  in  the  revolted  Provinces,  in  consequence  of 
their  adherence  to  the  British  Government. 

2.  Losses  of  uncultivated  Lands  held  under  Grants 
from  the  Crown,  containing  a  clause  of  Forfeiture 
for  the  non-performance  of  certain  Conditions  -}-  in 
respect  of  cultivation,  &c.  in  cases  where  the  terms 
of  such  Conditions  appear  not  to  have  been  coirf- 
plied  with,  conformable  lo  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy : 
viz. 

"  I  think  these  lands  which  are  forfeited  to  the 
*'  Crown  for  breach  of  the  Conditions,,  cannot  sup- 
port any  Claim  -for  Compensation;  the  Parties 
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*  There  has  been  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  since,  insti- 
tuting an  Enquiry  into  these  Losses.  .    . 

f  The  Commissioners  have  always  allowed  the  purchase  mo- 
ney paid  for  such  lands  where  they  have  been  the  objects  of  sale ; 
and  where  they  have  not,  they  have  allowed  the  fees  and  expences 
incurred  of  surveying  and  planning  them,       ■  ?  '     .,       -*^ 
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who  had  not  any  title  to  lands,  cannot  state  the 
"  loss  of  these  lands  as  a  Loss  of  their  Property. 

"  Lloyd  Kenyon,  Feb.  2,  1784" 
.  3.  Losses  of  landed  or  real  Property  purchased 
since  the  commencement  of  the  Troubles ;  except 
the  purchases  were  made  in  parts  where  the  King's 
Government  prevailed,  or  where  the  party  was 
under  the  necessity  in  some  measure  of  vesting  his 
property  in  land,  (and  were  paid  for  in  money  or 
money's  worth,  the  real  valui"  of  which  is  capable 
of  being  ascertained,)  having  bten  made  chiefly  upon 
speculation,  when  the  value  0/  property  was  fluctu- 
ating, and  always  in  full  cor  cemplation  of  the  in- 
cidents and  hazardous  event  of  tne  War. 
^  4.  Losses  of  Rents  or  Profits  of  Estates,  and 
Losses  of  Income,  of  Oflices,  and  Professions,  which 
accrued  during  the  Troubles ;  not  being  peculiar  to 
Loyalists,  and  Government  having  benevolently  pro- 
fided  for  the  Temporary  support  of  such  sufferers 
as  applied  for  and  stood  in  need  of  it. 

5.  Losses  of  Oflices  acquired  during  the  troubles. 
?  6.  Losses  of  Income  arising  from  Professional 
Profits,  which  the  Claimant  had  not  been  in  the 
habit  of  acquiring  previous  to  the  commencement 
of  the  troubles :  Incomes  of  this  and  the  preceding 
description  being  of  too  precarious  a  tenure  to  found 
a  Claim  for  the  Loss  of  them,  and  the  troubles 
having  frequently  given  rise  to  such  Incomes. 
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'  7.  Losses  of  estimated  Annual  Incomes  derived 
from  profits  in  Trade;  being  incapable  of  any  certain 
or  even  reasonable  average  computation. 

8.  Claims  for  Labour  done,  Money  expended,  or 
Commodities  furnished  the  British  Army  or  Navy 
in  the  course  of  the  War ;  which  we  conceive  to  be 
Demands  upon  Government,  and  not  to  come  under 
the  denomination  of  *'  Losses  in  consequence  of 
*'  Loyalty."  ■''    '«^«'^'  iiiM.i 

9.  Losses  occasioned  by  the  British  Army.  Hav- 
ing considered  these  two  last  heads  as  resulting  from 
the  common  incidents  or  calamities  of  war,  indis- 
criminately affecting  the  individuals  of  either  party; 
or,  if  proper  Subjects  of  Compensation,  that  they 
would  have  been  satisfied  by  the  Governors  and 
Commanders  in  Chief  at  the  time  such  Loss  was 
sustained. 

10.  Losses  occasioned  by  the  American  Army, 
which  we  consider  also  as  incidents  of  war ;  except 
such  as  may  have  been  occasioned  by  operations 
directed  particularly  against  individuals,  on  account 
of  their  Loyalty  to  his  Majesty  and  attachment  to 
the  British  Government.  ' 

1 1 .  Losses  sustained  by  the  Receipt  of  Money 
or  Debts,  in  depreciated  Paper  Currency ;  being  a 
species  of  Loss  affecting  all  the  Inhabitants,  whether 
the  friends  or  foes  to  Government,  and  not  pecu- 
liarly in  consequence  of  Loyalty.      :    V       '  - 
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12.  Losses*  sustained  in  consequence  of  Cap- 
tures under  the  Prohibitory  Act :  But  as  we  have 
been  informed  that  at  the  time  of  passing  the  Act, 
a  clause  was  proposed  and  would  have  been  intro- 
duced to  extend  the  Enquiry  to  such  Losses ;  and 
that  it  appeared  to  be  the  sense  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  that  they  would  fall  within  the  general 
provision  of  the  Act;  we  have  thought  it  incum- 
bent upon  us  to  take  an  account  of  and  Report 
them,  in  order  that  Parliament  may  make  provi- 
sion or  not  in  respect  thereof,  as  its  wisdom  shall 
direct. 

13.  Debts  due  to  Claimants  from  Subjects  of 
the  American  States.  These  we  have  rot  consi- 
dered as  Losses,  the  Treaty  of  Peace  having  pro- 
vided "  That  Creditors  on  either  side  shall  meet 
"  with  no  lawful  impediment  to  the  recovery  of  the 
"  full  value  thereof  in  sterling  money;"  add  to  this, 
the  difficulty,  if  not  the  impossibility  of  ascertain- 
ing the  real  balance  of  these  Debts  (most  of  them 
matters  of  doubt,  and  which  were  good  and  which 
bad,)  in  sm  ex  parte  investigation.  We  have,  how- 
ever, judged  it  proper  to  receive  an  account  of  such 
Debts,  as  stated  by  the  Claimants,  for  the  inform- 
ation of  Government,  . 


*  Parliament,  by  the  Act  of  the  25th  of  h".^  present  Msyesty, 
authorized  an  Ennuii/  into  Losses  of  this  nature  by  a  special 
clause. 
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**  The  following  descriptions  of  Claims  (whicS  have 
likewise  been  subject  matter  of  doubt)  we  have 
considered  as  falling  within  the  extent  of  our  En- 
quiry. 

1.  Losses  of  Property  in  the  United  States,  sus- 
tained by  Persons  of  undoubted  Loyalty,  who  have 
resided  in  England,  or  elsewhere,  out  of  the  Limits 
of  the  United  States,  before  or  during  the  troubles ; 
and  which  Losses  have  been  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  their  Loyalty  and  adherence  to  the  British 
Government. 

2.  Losses  of  Offices  for  Life,  or  during  the  Plea- 
sure of  the  Crown,  possessed  before  the  breaking 
out  of  the  disturbances. 

3.  Losses  of  Professional  Income,  which  the 
Party  was  accustomed  to  acquire  before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  troubles. 

4.  Claims  of  Real  and  Personal  Representatives 
for  Losses  sustained  by  deceased  Loyalists,  such 
Claimants  proving  the  Loyalty  of  themselves,  as 
well  as  oif  the  Persons  they  represent. 

The  principle,  which  has  directed  our  mode  of 
conducting  the  Enquiry,  has  been  that  of  requiring 
the  very  best  Evidence  which  the  nature  and  cir- 
cumstances of  each  Case  would  admit :  we  have  in 
no  instance,  hitherto,  thought  fit  to  dispense  with 
the  personal  appearance  and  examination  of  the 
Claimant,  conceiving  the  Enquiry  would  be  ex- 
trt-iiely  imperfect,  and  insecure  against  fraud  and 
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misrepresentation;  if  we  had  not  the  advantage  of 
cross-examining  the  Party  himself,  as  well  as  his 
Witnesses :  nor  have  we  for  the  same  reason  al- 
lowed much  weight  to  any  testimony  that  has  not 
been  delivered  on  oath  before  ourselves :  We  have 
investig-ated  with  great  strictness  the  Titles  to  real 
property,  wherever  the  necessary  documents  could 
be  exhibited  lo  us,  and  where  they  have  not  been 
produced,  we  have  required  satisfactory  Evidence 
of  their  Loss,  or  of  the  inability  of  the  Claimant 
to  procure  them.  •* 

But  the  principal  and  most  obvious  difficulty  in- 
separable f.'om  the  nature  of  our  Enquiry,  is  that 
which  (if  all  the  information  the  subject  is  capable 
of  was  within  our  reach)  would  still  remain  con- 
siderable, viz.  the  ascertainment  of  the  Value  of 
Property  proved  to  be  lost.  In  the  investigation 
of  matters  of  fact,  the  judgmerAt  is  only  in  danger 
of  being  misled  by  wilful  false  testimony ;  but  the 
estimate  of  Value  is  the  subject  matter  of  opinion, 
in  which  the  most  upright  must  ever  be  liable  to 
differ,  even  concerning  ordinary  objects ;  and  with 
respect  to  Landed  Property  in  America,  they  will 
perhaps  rarely  concur,  because  it  is  reducible  to  no 
fixed  standard  or  mode  of  estimate ;  but  the  value 
of  each  Estate  is  so  distinctly  dependent  upon  its 
own  peculiar  circumstances  in  respect  of  local  situa- 
tion and  state  of  cultivation  or  improvement,  that 
in  general  it  will  not  afford  a  rule  whereby  to  mea- 
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sure  that  of  the  Estates  next  adjacent.  These  dif- 
ficulties are  not  a  little  augmented  by  our  distance 
from  the  spot,  and  scanty  means  of  information, 
drawn  in  great  measure  from  the  memories  of  per- 
sons not  unconcerned  in  the  issue  of  the  Enquiry. 
Aware  of  the  extent  of  this  difficulty  at  the  outset, 
and  sensible  of  the  influence  of  interest  And  preju- 
dice upon  the  testimony  likely  to  be  offered  in  the 
cases  of  individuals,  we  employed  a  considerable 
part  of  our  time  in  applying  ourselves  to  every 
source  we  could  discover  from  whence  general  in- 
formation might  be  drawn,  as  to  the  value  of  the 
different  species  of  property  real  and  personal,  in 
the  different  Provinces ;  we  examined  the  most  in- 
telligent and  most  respectable  characters  from  each 
Province,  and  by  comparison  of  their  several  ac- 
counts with  each  other,  and  with  the  other  evidence 
we  were  able  to  procure,  we  endeavoured  to  acquire 
such  knowledge  of  the  subject  as  might  in  some 
degree  shield  us  from  fallacy  and  imposition.  But 
after  every  precaution  we  were  able  to  adopt,  it  is 
almost  needless  for  us  to  confess,  that  we  have  found 
ourselves  in  many  instances  of  Landed  Property  at 
a  remote  distance  from  certainty.  In  most  cases  we 
have  been  obliged  to  depend  for  information  upon 
such  Witnesses  as  the  Claimant  produced  to  us;  but 
whenever  we  could  find  out  any  Persons  of  charac- 
ter possessing  knowledge  of  the  subject  matter,  we 
have  of  our  own  authority  sent  for  and  examined 
them. 
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From  this  view  of  the  difficulties  attending  our 
investigation,  the  slow  advance  of  its  progress  hi- 
therto will  be  readily  accounted  for ;  and  when  the 
number  of  cases  remaining  unexamined  is  consi- 
dered, it  will  be  obvious  that  the  Enquiry  (though 
pursued  with  unremitted  industry)  must  necessarily 
extend  a  considerable  length  of  time  beyond  the 
duration  of  the  Act.  ^  3^1*  »  v^^jj  **^h; 

The  objects  in  contemplation  of  parliament,  as 
expressed  in  the  preamble  of  the  Act,  appear  to 
have  been,  '  !^'^'v«>  .,...* 

1.  To  assist  His  Majesty  in  his  endeavours  to 
obtain  a  restitution  of  confiscated  Property ..._ 

2.  To  assist  Loyalists  in  returning  to  Anierica, 
for  the  Recovery  of  their  former  possessions  under 
the  Definitive  Treatv.  f*  •%'«ii*«t«i^* 
'*^  3.  To  extend  such  Relief  as  their  respective  cases 
may  require,  and  the  Public  can  aiFord,  to  Persons 
for  whom  no  Restitution  can  be  obtained.  .  ^-  j44c, 
•-.  To  furnish  materials  to  enable  his  Majesty  and 
the  Legislature  to  execute  these  intentions,  we  have 
considered  as  the  great  end  of  our  Enquiry;  and  we 
have  endeavoured  to  exhibit  a  view  of  such  particu- 
lars respecting  the  Persons  and  Property  of  the 
Clainr  iints  whose  cases  have  fallen  under  our  exami- 
nation, as  we  have  judged  matters  of  necessary 
information.  * 

In  the  Schedule  annexed  we  have  given  an  ab- 
stract view  of  the  Totals  of  the  Losses,  which  in 
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our  judgments  the  Claimants  have  sustained  in  the 
Cases  we  have  already  investigated,  under  the  dis- 
tinct titles  or  heads  of  "  Losses  of  Property,"  and 
"  Losses  of  Annual  Income,"  which  distinctions  we 
have  made  with  a  view  to  the  different  modes  of 
Relief  of  which  they  may  hereafter  become  the 
objects.  The  particulars  of  che  Losses,  with  our 
Opinions  on  the  several  Claims,  will  be  ready  for 
inspection,  whenever  your  Lordships  may  have  oc- 
casion to  refer  to  them.  And  here  we  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  observe,  that  the  Cases  of  several  other 
Claimants  which  we  have  examined  into,  are  not 
included  in  the  Schedule,  for  the  want  of  some  fur- 
ther evidence  or  information  to  enable  us  to  de- 
cide finally  upon  them.  r«*Aft,  iv, 

In  order  to  render  Estates  for  Life  the  subjects  of 
a  just  compensation,  it  seems  necessary  to  fix  an 
estimate  upon  them  by  way  of  "  Annual  Income:" 
but  as  instances  of  estates  let  at  rack  rents  in  Ame- 
rica aie  er.tremely  rare,  and  the  annual  produce  in 
the  hands  of  the  owner  is  of  too  uncertain  a  nature 
to  be  reduced  to  any  fixed  average  or  estimate,  we 
have  in  such  Cases  estimated  the  worth  of  the  fee 
simple  of  the  lands  only;  and  having  stated  the 
interest  the  Claimant  had  in  such  lands,  we  have 
included  Losses  of  this  description  in  a  distinct 
column  of  the  Schedule.         <  n  jwi    >  .'mM 

We  have  inserted  in  separate  columns  the  names 
of  such  Persons  as  we  find  to  have  botme  arms,  and 
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such  ais  have  rendered  material  services  in  the 
course  of  the  War ;  and  who  on  that  account,  in 
our  opinion,  deserve  the  particular  notice  and  pro- 
tection of  Government.  ^  f^«s^li  «* 
'  We  have  distinguished  (in  the  remarks  contained 
under  the  title  of  '^  Observations**)  such  Claimants 
as  we  find  during  the  existence  of  the  Troubles  to 
have  taken  th<^  oaths  of  fidelity  or  allegiance  to  the 
American  States ;  but  who  afterwards  availed  them- 
selves of  the  benefit  of  Proclamations  issued  by  his 
Majesty's  Commissioners,  Generals,  and  Governors, 
and  sustained  Losses  in  consequence  of  their  taking 
part  in  favour  of  the  British  Government.  We 
have  conceived  ourselves  bound,  by  the  good  faith 
of  those  proclamations,  to  consider  persons  of  such 
description  as  Loyalists,  and  to  receive  and  report 
their  Claims  for  relief  under  the  Act. 

In  sundry  of  the  Cases  we  have  investigated,  the 
Confiscation  of  the  property  in  question  has  not  yet 
been  proved  to  our  satisfaction :  where  the  Party  is 
not  attainted  by  name  in  one  of  the  Acts  of  Con- 
fiscation, no  certain  proof  can  be  had  of  the  fact 
but  by  a  copy  of  the  record  of  conviction  on  a  pro- 
ceeding by  Indictment  j  and  it  does  not  appear  to 
J  be  in  the  power  of  the  Claimants,  especially  such 
as  are  in  helpless  and  i*educed  circumstances  (with 
whom  the  defect  is  principally  found)  to  procure 
such  Evidence :  unless  therefore  means  are  adopted 
of  enabling  us  to  obtain  for  them  copies  of  these 
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records,  the  fact  of  Confiscation  must  stand  on  the 
belief  of  the  Claimant,  and  other  oral  testimony. 
The  proof  of  Confiscation  is  perhaps  less  material 
with  a  view  to  restitution  from  the  United  States, 
than  relief  from  this  Country ;  if  no  Confiscation 
has  taken  place,  the  Claimant  is,  by  the  terms  of 
the  Treaty,  to  meet  with  no  impediment  in  the  re- 
covery of  his  property ;  but  he  cannot  have  any 
just  Claim  on  Government  for  relief,  for  the  value 
of  what  does  not  appear  to  be  irrecoverably  lost. 
The  evidence  that  the  Claimant  has  been  forced  to 
quit,  and  remains  withheld  from  the  possession  of 
his  estate,  appears  however  to  be  sufficient  for  the 
present  to  entitle  him  to  the  interposition  of  Go- 
vernment to  assist  his  endeavours  to  regain  it ;  as  is 
intimated  by  the  Legislature  in  the  preamble  to 
the  Act. 

We  have  noticed  in  the  Schedule,  opposite  to 
the  value  of  the  Real  Property,  the  Cases  in  which 
the  Confiscation  has  been  proved  to  our  satisfaction, 
and  where  actual  sales  have  taken  place  under  the 
authority  of  such  Confiscation. 

We  cannot,  however,  help  lamenting  that  no 
means  are  open  to  us  of  communicating  with  proper 
Persons  in  the  different  States ;  by  whose  aid  we 
might  have  recourse  to,  and  obtain  copies  of  such 
Records  as  we  have  occasion  to  inspect,  and  pro- 
cure such  other  information  on  the  spot  as  we  find 
ourselves  almost  daily  in  need  of :  Titles  to  landed 
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estates,  and  Incumbrances  affecting  them,  are  al- 
most universally  registered  in  the  different  counties 
throughout  the  United  States  ;  we  havC;  it  is  true, 
put  the  several  Claimants  under  the  terms  of  pro- 
curing and  producing  to  us  certificates  from  the 
officers  having  the  custody  of  those  Registers,  to 
shew  their  Titles  clear  of  other  incumbrances  than 
such  as  have  been  noticed  to  us ;  but  no  such  certi- 
ficates have  been  yet  shewn  to  us,  probably  for 
want  of  ability  in  the  parties  to  obtain  them. 

Without  certificates  of  this  nature  we  have  no 
other  dependence  (when  title  deeds  are  not  pro- 
duced) than  upon  the  oath  of  the  Claimant  and 
evidence  of  repute,  which  (when  such  decisive 
testimony  may  be  come  at)  is  in  our  opinion  too 
slender  a  security  uniformly  to  be  relied  on  against 
fraud  and  imposition^  in  a  Case  where  they  may 
operate  with  such  obvious  ease  and  advantage. 

We  have  subjoined  in  the  Schedule,  opposite  to 
the  Claimants  names,  the  Annual  Allowances  they 
respectively  receive  from  the  Treasury  for  their 
temporary  support,  and  the  Sums  that  have  been 
granted  to  them  for  occasional  assistance. 

John  Wilmot,  ^^ 

Daniel  Parker  Coke, 
Robert  Kingston, 
Thomas  Dundas, 
John  Marsh. 


Office  of  American  Claims, 

Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 

Auf^ust  10th,  1784. 
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t  TO   THE   RIGHT   HONOURABLE 

THE    LORDS    COxMMISSIONERS    ^ 

OF 

HIS  MAJESTY'S  TREASURY. 

The  Fifth*  Report,  ^th  April,  1780',  (see  p,  59,) 
.    o/*  JbAw    JVilmot,     Esquire,     Colonel   Robert 
'    Kingston,    John  Marsh,  Esquire,   and  Robert 
Mackenzie,  Esquire,  Commissioners,  S^c. 

In  obedience  to  the  Directions  of  the  Act  of 
]?arhament  of  last  year,  whereby  we  were  appointed, 
we  severally  took  the  oaths  of  qualification  therein 
prescribed,  and  having  immediately  entered  upon 
the  execution  of  the  powers  thereby  vested  in  us, 
we  caused  public  notice  to  be  given  by  advertise- 

*   *  N.  B.  There  were  intermediate  Reports,  consisting  of  trans- 
missioa  of  Schedules,  as  the  Comml&sioD  proceeded. 
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ments,  in  the  London  Gazette,  and  in  the  English, 
Irish,  and  Scotch  Newspapers,  of  the  further  time 
allowed  by  the  Act  for  the  receiving  of  Claims 
from  such  Persons  as  were  absent  from  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland,  and  were  incapable  of  presenting 
Claims  within  the  time  for  that  purpose  limited  by 
the  former  Act. 
.  Under  this  Authority  we  have  since  admitted 
One  hundred  and  ten  new  Claims :  sundry  others 
we  have  thought  ourselves  obliged  to  reject,  the 
Claimants  not  appearing  to  have  been  situated  under 
the  circumstances  required  by  the  Act  to  entitle 
their  Claims  to  admission. 

The  time  for  receiving  new  Claims  not  expiring 
till  the  1st  day  of  May  next,  it  is  not  in  our  power 
at  present  to  form  a  correct  judgment  of  their  num- 
ber or  amount ;  and  we  defer  any  specification  of 
those  already  admitted  till  the  whole  shall  be  re- 
ceived. Our  principal  motive  for  making  a  Report 
at  this  time  being  to  lay  before  your  Lordships  the 
Progress  of  our  Examinations  into  Claims  presented 
under  the  first  Act,  in  order  that  if  Parliament 
should  think  fit  to  extend  its  further  Bounty  to  the 
Suflferers  during  the  present  Session,  your  Lord- 
ships may  be  in  possession  of  the  necessary  State- 
ments for  that  purpose. 

It  was  stated  to  your  Lordships  in  the  First  Re- 
port, that  the  sum  of  ^7,046,278.  15*.  id.  was 
the  total  Amount  of  such  of  the  Claims  as  con- 
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tained  specific  Estimates  of  Loss^  but  that  there 
were  several  others  in  which  no  such  Estimates 
were  given ;  since  that  time  in  some  of  the  latter, 
that  deficiency  has  been  supplied,  one  of  which,  on 
account  of  its  peculiar  magnitude  and  importance, 
we  think  proper  to  mention,  we  mean  that  of  Mr. 
Harford,  which  amounts  to  near  half  a  million 
sterling.  It  is  needless  to  observe,  that  these  must 
considerably  encrease  the  Amount  of  the  Claims  as 

stated  in  the  First  Report \^ni-: 

i  Colonel  Dundas  and  Mr.  Pemberton,  after  having 
taken  the  oaths  of  qualification  at  this  Board,  de- 
parted for  Nova  Scotia,  and  arrived  in  the  month 
of  November  at  Halifax,  where  they  have  since 
been  employed  in  the  execution  of  the  Act.  We 
have  not  yet  received  from  them  a  formal  Report 
of  their  Proceedings  to  be  laid  before  your  Lord- 
ships ;  but  their  last  Letters  gave  us  to  understand, 
that  they  would  probably  be  enabled  to  transmit  a 
Report  in  the  month  of  May  next ;  and  we  think 
it  proper  to  mention,  that  they  represent,  in  very 
strong  terms,  their  opinion,  that  if  those  Claimants 
who  shall  be  included  in  their  Report,  can  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  participation  of  any  Bounty  Parliament 
may  grant  during  the  present  Session,  it  would  be 
a  most  seasonable  relief  to  the  Individuals ;  and  by 
essentially  aiding  the  progress  and  improvement  of 
their  infant  Settlements,  would  eventually  prove 
beneficial  to  the  whole  Province.     „-    .      ,,. 
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The  Act  having  empowered  us  to  appoint  a  pro* 
per  Person  or  Persons  to  repair  to  any  part  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  to  enquire  into  such 
facts  and  circumstances  as  we  should  think  material 
for  the  better  ascertaining  the  several  Claims  which 
had  been  or  should  be  presented  to  us ;  we  did  ac- 
cordingly, on  the  28th  day  of  November  last,  ap- 
point John  Anstey,  Esq.  Barrister  at  Law,  to  re- 
pair to  the  United  States  of  America  for  that  pur- 
pose, which  Appointment  we  had  the  honour  to 
communicate  to  your  Lordships  in  our  Letter  of 
the  29th  day  of  November  last;  and  your  Lord- 
ships having  been  pleased  to  signify  to  us  your 
approbation  thereof,  and  of  the  salary  and  allow- 
ances we  submitted  as  proper  to  be  made  to  Mr. 
Anstey  for  such  Service,  he  took  his  departure  in 
the  February  Packet  for  New  York,  furnished  with 
such  Instructions  as  we  judged  necessary  for  his 
guidance  in  the  execution  of  his  employment. 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  wisdom 
of  Parliament,  in  authorizing  the  employment  of 
a  Person  or  Persons  for  the  purposes  abovemen- 
tioned,  will  be  fully  exemplified  in  its  effects ;  that 
the  Enquiry  will  be  relieved  by  it  in  a  considerable 
degree  from  the  disadvantages  under  which  it  la- 
boured from  the  want  of  such  a  channel  of  com- 
munication, as  expressed  in  the  First  Report,  and 
that  the  measure  adopted  will  prove  materially 
conducive  to  the  two  great  ends  we  keep  in  view. 


APPENDIX    II. 


129 


of  aiding  the  helpless  and  detecting  the  fraudulent 
Claimant. 

In  the  Schedule  subjoined  we  have  stated  the 
result  of  the  Enquiry  into  such  Cases  as  have  been 
examined  since  the  commencement  of  the  present 
Act. 

In  the  First  Report  it  was  observed  that  in  order 
to  render  Estates  for  Life  the  subjects  of  a  just 
Compensation,  it  seemed  necessary  to  fix  an  esti- 
mate upon  them  by  way  of  Annual  Income :  but 
as  instances  of  estates  in  America  let  at  rack  rents 
were  extremely  rare,  and  the  ascertaining  by  any 
reasonable  average  the  annual  produce  of  lands  in 
the  occupation  of  the  proprietor  was  found  imprac- 
ticable, the  Commissioners  proceeded  no  further  in 
Cases  of  Estates  for  Life  than  to  state  the  value  of 
the  fee  simple  of  the  property  (adding  the  annual 
income  in  the  very  few  instances  where  it  was  as- 
certainable) and  the  interest  of  the  Claimant  therein, 
judging  it  proper  to  leave  to  the  future  discussion 
and  direction  of  the  Legislature,  in  what  manner 
the  value  of  such  interests  should  be  calculated  and 
stated  for  Compensation ;  and  in  the  Schedule  to 
that  Report,  and  in  those  annexed  to  the  subsequent 
Reports,  Losses  of  Life  Estates  were  classed  under 
the  head  of  "  Losses  of  Income,"  as  distinguished 
from  those  Losses  which  were  enumerated  under 
the  head  of  "  Losses  of  Property,"  the  latter  de- 
signation being  confined  to  such  articles,  wherein 
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the  Claimant  v  ijoyed  the  absolute  and  intire  owner- 
ship in  perpetuity. 

The  distribution  of  the  sum  of  ^.150,000, 
granted  by  Parliament  in  the  last  Session,  was  held 
to  be  applicable  to  the  latter  species  of  Losses  only; 
wherefore  it  followed  that  no  proportion  thereof 
fell  to  the  share  of  those  who  had  sustained  the 
Loss  of  Life  Estates.   .      *  •    •  '.  .      • 

-  This  exclusion,  >vhich  we  apprehend  to  have  been 
an  accidental  and  unforeseen   consequence  of  the 
mode  in  which  Life  Interests  had  been  stated  in  the 
Reports,  and  of  the  circumstance  of  their  present 
value  not  having  been  reduced  into  sums  certain, 
has  drawn  the  subject  of  Life  Estates  again  into  our 
contemplation:  and  we  submit  our  opinion  that  this 
Class  of  Sufferers  are  more  particularly  entitled  to 
an  early  participation   in  the  Bounty  of  Govern- 
ment ;  for,  the  Property  being  temporary  and  con- 
sequently susceptible  of  daily  diminution,    delay 
necessarily  tends  to  the  gradual  reduction  and  (in 
case  of  death)  total  annihilation  of  their  Claim, 
i    To  avoid  this   inequality,    and  to  enable   such 
Claimants  to  partake  in  any  future  Grant  of  Parlia- 
ment,  we  have  thought  it  just  and  expedient  to 
estimate  the  present  value  of  such  Life  Estates  in 
gross  sums,  as  well  in  those  Cases  included  in  the 
Keports  under  the  former  Act,  as  in  those  we  have 
«ince  investigated.  »    »^  -^^   i  ' 
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-^  These  Estimates  have  beei.  formed  in  the  follow- 
ing manner.  We  have  first  found  the  value  of  the 
fee  simple  of  the  property,  whereupon  we  Live 
computed  interest  at  four  pounds  and  a  quarter  per 
cent,  (being  the  rate  of  interest  which  the  public 
funds  on  an  average  now  yield),  the  amount  of 
which  interest  we  have  considered  as  the  CIaimant*s 
annual  income  from  the  estate ;  and  we  have  cal- 
culated the  present  value  of  ^uch  income  for  the 
hfe  or  lives  during  which  the  estate  lost  was  held, 
allowing  interest  in  such  calculation  at  four  pounds 
and  a  quarter  per  cent,  and  taking  the  age  or  ages 
as  they  stood  at  the  time  of  the  Loss. 
^i.  We  have  distinctly  stated  in  the  Schedule  the 
particulars  of  Losses  sustained  in  consequence  of 
an  Act  passed  in  the  l6th  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  Majesty,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  Prohibit  nil 
"Trade  and  Intercourse  with  the  Colonies  of  New 
>**  Hampshire,  &c."  by  persons  who  were  inhabi- 
tants of  the  said  Colonies,  and  who  have  satisfac- 
torily proved  their  Loyalty;  considering  such  Losses 
as  a  separate  branch  of  the  Enquiry.  > 

The  Claims  for  Debts  due  from  Subjects  of  the 
United  States,  as  well  from  the  magnitude  of  their 
amount  as  the  peculiar  hardship  and  injustice 
under  which  the  Claimants  labour  respecting  them, 
form  a  subject  which  appears  strongly  to  press  for 
the  attention  and  interposition  of  Government.  The 
Treaty  of  Peace  having  provided  that  "  Creditors 
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"  on  either  side  should  meet  with  no  lawful  impe- 
"  diment  to  the  recovery  of  the  full  value  of  their 
'*  Debts  in  sterling  money,"  Losses  of  this  nature 
have  not  been  considered  as  within  the  Enquiry 
directed  by  the  Act,  because  we  cannot  consider 
any  right  or  pro|)erty  as  lost  to  the  party  where  the 
Government  of  the  Country  has  expressly  provided 
and  stipulated  for  a  remedy  by  a  public  Treaty.  We 
think  it,  however,  incumbent  upon  us  to  represent 
^hat  the  Claimants  uniformly  state  to  us  the  insu- 
^rable  difficulties  they  find  themselves  under,  as 
/individuals,  in  seeking  the  recovery  of  their  Debts 
[according  to  the  Provision  of  that  Treaty,  whilst 
;■  themselves  are  the  objects  of  Prosecution  in  the 
Courts  of  Justice  here  for  Debts  due  to  the  Subjects 
of  the  United  States.  Under  such  circumstances 
the  situation  of  this  Class  of  Sufferers  appears  to 
be  singularly  distressing ;  —  disabled  on  the  one 
hand  by  the  laws  or  practice  of  the  several  States 
from  recovering  Debts  due  to  them,  yet  compellable 
on  the  other  to  pay  all  Demands  against  them ;  and 
though  the  stipulation  in  the  Treaty  in  their  favour 
has  proved  of  no  avail  to  procure  them  the  redress 
it  holds  out  in  the  one  Country,  yet  they  find 
themselves  excluded  by  it  from  all  Claim  to  Relief 
in  the  other. 

On  the  same  principle  that  we  disallow  Claims 
for  Debts,  we  have  not  considered  any  Interest  in 
confiscated  lands,  whether  by  debts,  marriage  set- 
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tlemciit,  or  otherwise,  as  lost  to  the  Parties  (in 
Cases  where  such  Parties  are  not  named  in,  or  are 
not  the  immediate  objects  of  the  Confi<!cation  Laws) 
though  we  apprehend  it  may  be  difficult  for  them, 
without  the  aid  of  Government,  to  have  those  Rights 
ascertained  and  secured. 

We  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  represent  this 
to  your  Lordships,  as  we  apprehend  it  to  be  one  of 
the  objects  of  our  Enquiry  to  furnish  Government 
with  such  "  information  as  may  promote  his  Ma- 
"  jesty's  endeavours  to  procure  from  the  United 
**  States  of  America  restitution  of,  or  recompense 
"  for,  the  estates  and  effects  of  the  SuflTcrers  under 
*'  the  Provision? I  Articles,"  as  stated  in  the  pre- 
amble of  the  Act  which  first  institu-ed  this  En- 
quiry. •     -  . 

The  Review  directed  by  your  Lordships  of  the 
annual  Allowances  granted  to  such  of  the  Claimants 
who  received  sums  of  money  upon  account  out  of 
the  Grant  of  Parliament  made  last  Session,  and  the 
Report  of  our  opinion  as  to  the  reduction  proper  to 
be  made  therein;  our  examinations  from  time  to 
time  into  Claims  for  Temporary  Support ;  and  a 
variety  of  other  matter  out  of  the  ordinary  course, 
which  has  occurred  since  the  commencement  of  the 
present  Act,  have  formed  an  accumulation  of  busi- 
ness in  addition  to  that  of  the  Enquiry  under  the 
Act,  which  has  necessarily  engrossed  a  considerable 
share  of  our  attention.     W  t  nevertheless  flatter  our- 
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selves  that  the  progress  made  under  these  circum- 
stances has  been  such,  as  to  leave  it  scar'^ely  neces- 
sary for  us  to  say  that  neither  exertion  nor  perse- 
verance have   been   wanting    m   our   part  to  ad- 


vance it. 


OJice  of  American  Claims, 

Lincoln's  Inn  Fields, 
,       April  7th,  1786. 


John  Wilmot,  h'' 

Robert  Kingston,  **  ' 
John  Marsh,  kS  ir.-c/  ot 
Robert  Mackenzie. 


!^  .■ 
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This  having  been  omitted  to  follow  the  Note  in 
'"  '  '     />.  51j  it  is  given  here. 

Governor  Franklin. 

In  New  Jersey,  Governor  Franklin,  notwithstand- 
ing every  temptation  and  inducement  held  out  to 
him  by  his  father.  Dr.  Franklin,  to  take  part  with 
the  Colonies,  had  taken  a  determined  and  active 
nart  in  favour  of  Great  Britain ;  which  was  the 
cause  of  his  early  imprisonment  by  the  American 
Congress,  and  was  chiefly  instrumental  in  causing 
his  closer  confinement  and  preventing  his  exchange. 
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on  account  of  the  great  influence  Dr.  Franklin 
knew  his  son  had  in  his  Province ;  and  in  the  re- 
fusal *  of  a  request  he  made  to  Congress  in  1777, 
for  leave  to  go  a  few  miles  to  see  a  sick  Wife,  who 
was  much  aflfected  by  his  father's  severity  to  him 
in  prison,  and  who  soon  afterwards  died.  Governor 
Franklin  was  not  exchanged  till  Sir  W.  Clinton 
came  there  in  1778. 

As  rumours  had  reached  the  ears  of  the  Com- 
missioners that  the  conduct  of  Father  and  Son  were 


■  i^j'i 


*  Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Washington  to  William 
Franklin,  Esq,        ,     .     ,.' 

Sir,  Head  Quarters,  July  25ih,  1777. 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  Letter  of  the  22d  inst.  by 
express. 

I  heartily  sympathize  with  you  in  your  distressing  situation ; 
but,  however  strong  my  inclination  to  comply  with  your  request, 
it  is  by  no  means  in  my  power  to  supersede  a  positive  Resolution 
of  Congress,  under  which  your  present  confinement  took  place. 
I  have  enclosed  your  Letter  to  them  ;  and  shall  be  happy  it  may 
be  found  consistent  with  propriety,  to  concur  with  your  wishes 
in  a  matter  of  so  delicate  and  interesting  a  nature.  I  sincerely 
hope  a  speedy  restoration  of  Mrs.  Franklin's  health  may  relieve 
you  from  the  anxiety  her  present  declining  condition  must  nar 

turally  give  you.  

I  am,  with  due  respect, 
''    '■     ■  Sir,  ■■■    '"■  'v  ■-  '- 

i'>i   iff  j;     .      i  Your  most  obedient  servant,        '  •'  ' 

G.  Washington. 

N.  B.  This  was  refused  by  the  Congress.  Governor  Fiunklin 
died  in  1813,  aged  about  SO. 


^i  '^'^  >i^ 
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collusive,  and  more  politic  than  sincere ;  the  Com- 
missioners thought  it  their  duty  to  the  Publick,  and 
also  to  the  Claimant,  to  examine  more  minutely 
into  this  particular;  which  they  did  with  the  ut- 
most impartiality;  and  were  amply  convinced  by 
many  witnesses  (among  whom  was  Sir  H.  Clinton), 
of  Governor  Franklin's  cruel  treatment,  and  by  his 
own  letters  to  and  from  his  father  (which  he  volun- 
tarily produced)  of  his  steady  and  uniform  princi- 
ples of  Loyalty,  and  of  his  eminent  services  to  the 
British  Government.  Governor  Franklin  stated  se- 
veral shares  he  had  in  the  back  lands  and  grants, 
for  which  he  made  a  Schedule ;  and  that,  having 
before  the  War  entered  into  some  bonds  to  his 
father,  he  had  executed  a  conveyance  to  dim  of 
all  his  real  property  in  New  Jersey  and  New 
York.  He  made  a  Claim  for  Personal  Estate  to  the 
amount  of  ^.l8oo,  which  he  was  allowed:  but 
the  Commissioners  were  so  much  impressed  with 
the  opinion  of  his  great  sufferings,  that  they  made 
a  Special  Report  in  his  Case  (which  they  did  also 
in  some  few  others) ;  and,  before  the  Enquiry  was 
finished,  recommended  him  an  allowance  of  ^.300 
per  annum  in  addition  to  ^.500  per  annum  before 
allotted  him  by  Government,  his  salary  and  fees  as 
Governor  of  New  Jersey  being  ^.500,  and  fees 
^A^O  per  annum* 


i/; 
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Having  received  from  Governor  Franklin,  in  1 798, 
several  original  Letters  to  and  from  his  father,  and 
which  his  son  produced  to  the  Commissioners  on 
his  examination,  I  give  the  inclosed,  as  being  de- 
scriptive of  the  principles  of  both.  J.  E.  W, 

]       Dear  Son,  Passy,  Aug.  \6^  17 84. 

•  I  received  your  Letter  of  the  2-2d  inst.  and  am 
glad  to  find  that  you  desire  to  revive  the  affectionate 
intercourse  that  formerly  existed  between  us.  It 
will  be  very  agreeable  to  me :  indeed  nothing  has 
ever  hurt  me  so  much,  and  affected  me  with  such 
keen  sensations,  as  to  find  myself  deserted  m  my 
old  age  by  my  only  son  ;  and  not  only  deserted,  but 
to  find  him  taking  up  arms  against  me  in  a  cause, 
wherein  my  good  fame,  fortune,  and  life,  were  all 
at  stake.  You  conceived,  you  say,  that  your  duty 
to  your  king  and  regard  for  your  country  required 
this.  I  ought  not  to  blame  you  for  differing  in  sen- 
timent with  me  in  public  affairs.  We  are  men,  all 
subject  to  errors.  Our  opinions  are  not  in  our  own 
power;  they  are  formed  and  governed  much  by 
circumstances  that  are  often  as  inexplicable  as  they 
are  irresistible.  Your  situation  was  such  that  few 
would  have  censured  your  remaining  neuter,  though 
there  are  natural  duties  which  precede  political 
ones,  and  cannot  he  extinguished  hy  them.  This  is 
a  disagreeable  subject :  I  drop  it.  And  we  will  en- 
deavour, as  you  propose,  mutually  to  forget  what 
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has  happened  relating  to  it,  as  well  as  we  can.  I 
send  your  son  over  to  pay  his  duty  to  you.  You 
will  find  him  much  improved.  He  is  greatly 
esteemed  and  beloved  in  this  country,  and  will 
make  his  way  any  where.  It  is  my  desire  that  he 
shojld  study  the  law,  as  a  necessary  part  of  kr.  >w- 
ledge  for  a  public  man,  and  profitable  if  he  should 
have  occasion  to  practise  it.  I  would  have  you 
therefore  put  into  his  hands  those  law-books  you 
have,  viz.  Blackstone,  Coke,  Bacon,  Viner,  &c. 
&c.  He  will  inform  you,  that  he  received  the 
letter  sent  him  by  Mr.  Calloway,  and  the  paper* 
it  enclosed,  safe.  On  my  leaving  America,  1  de- 
posited with  that  friend  for  you  a  chest  of  papers, 
among  which  was  a  manuscript  of  nine  or  ten  vo- 
lumes, relating  to  manufactures,  commerce,  finance, 
&c.  which  cost  me  in  England  about  seventy  gui- 
neai ;  a-id  eight  quire  books  containing  the  rough 
draughts  of  all  my  letters  while  I  lived  in  London. 
These  are  missing ;  I  hope  you  have  got  them :  if 
not,  they  are  lost.  Mr.  Vaughan  has  published  in 
•London,  a  volume  of  what  he  calls  my  political 
works :  he  proposes  a  second  edition ;  but  as  the 
first  was  very  incomplete,  and  you  had  many  things 
that  were  omitted  (for  I  used  to  send  you  sometimes 
the  rough  drafts,  and  sometimes  the  printed  pieces 


*  Dr.  Franklin's  Will>  left  in  the  care  of  Mr.  Galloway  some 
years  ago. 
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I  wrote  in  London),  I  have  directed  him  to  apply 
to  you  for  what  may  be  in  your  power  to  furnish 
him  with,  or  to  delay  his  publication  till  I  can  be 
at  home  again  —  if  that  may  ever  happen.  I  did 
intend  returning  this  year ;  but  the  Congress,  in- 
stead of  giving  me  leave  to  do  so,  have  sent  me 
another  Commission,  which  will  keep  me  here  at 
least  a  year  longer  r  aim  perhaps  I  may  then  be  too 
old  and  feebl«  to  bear  the  voyage.  I  am  here 
among  a  people  that  iove  and  respect  me,  a  most 
amiable  nation  to  live  with ;  and  perhaps  I  may 
conclude  to  die  among  them  ;  for  my  friends  in 
America  are  dying  off  one  after  another,  and  I  have 
been  so  long  abroad  that  I  should  now  be  almost  a 
stranger  in  my  own  country.  I  shall  be  g]a.d  to  see 
you  when  convenient,  but  would  not  have  you 
come  here  at  present.  You  may  confide  to  your 
son  the  family  affairs  you  wished  to  confer  upon 
with  me,  for  he  is  discreet :  and  I  trust  that  you 
will  prudently  avoid  introducing  him  to  company 
that  it  may  be  improper  for  him  to  be  seen  with. 
I  shall  hear  from  you  by  him  ;  and  letters  to  me 
afterwards  will  come  safe  under  cover  directed  to 
Mr.  Ferdinand  Grand,  Banker,  at  Paris. 

Wishing  you  health,   and  more  happiness  than 
it  seems  you  have  lately  experienced, 
'  '  I  remain,  your  affectionate  father, 

*-".  "  '  "'  ■    •■ '  B.  Franklin. 
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Ml    !  TO   THE    HONOURABLE 

THE  KNIGHTS,  CITIZENS,   AND  BURGESSES, 
IN  PARLIAMENT  ASSEMBLED. 

The  Petition  of'  the  undersigned  Agents  for  the 
American  Loyalists,  in  behalf  of  themselves 
and  their  Constituents. 

llumhly  Sheweth,  '  *     ^       ^  ' 

That  your  Petitioners  are  Subjects  of  the  British 
Empire,  and,  in  common  with  their  fellow  Citizens, 
entitled  to  its  protection  and  justice. 

That  by  the  immutable  principles  of  natural 
equity,  and  the  fundamental  laws  of  all  civil  so- 
cieties, the  expences,  burthens,  and  sacrifices  ne- 
cessary to  the  common  benefit  and  safety  ought  to 
be  equitably  borne  by  all  the  Citizens  in  a  just 
proportion. 
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That  the  duties  of  allegiance  and  protection, 
which  form  and  support  the  union  of  society,  are 
reciprocal  between  the  Subject  and  Sovereign,  and 
mutual  considerations  for  each  other;  and  there- 
fore the  Subject  who  fulfils  his  duty  of  allegiance 
in  times  of  public  danger  is  certainly  entitled  to 
public  protection  and  indemnity. 

That  in  the  years  1764  and  1767,  when  a  violent 
and  riotous  opposition  arose  in  America  to  the 
Sovereign  Authority  of  Parliament,  both  Houses 
by  their  Resolutions  declared,  "  That  such  Persons 
''  who  had  manifested  a  desire  to  comply  with,  or 
"  to  assist  in  carrying  into  execution,  any  Acts  of 
"  the  Legislature  relating  to  the  Colonies  in  North 
"  America,  ought  to  have  full  and  ample  Compen- 
"  sation  for  any  injury  or  damage  sustained  on 
"  that  account."  And  that  such  Persons  were  en- 
titled to,  and  should  assuredly  have,  the  protection 
of  the  House  of  Commons  of  Great  Britain. 

That  in  1775,  when  a  dangerous  Rebellion  against 
the  sovereign  rights  of  the  British  Legislature  had 
broke  out  in  America,  his  Majesty  conceived  that 
the  aid  of  his  Subjects  would  be  necessary  to  re- 
duce it ;  and  therefore  by  his  Proclamation  he 
called  on  all  for  tl.eir  assistance,  and  "  that  none 
^*  might  neglect  or  violate  their  duty  through  ig- 
*^  norance  thereof,"  he  further  declared,  "  That  all 
«*  his  faithful  Subjects  were  bound  by  law  to  be 
"  aiding  and  assisting  in  suppressing  the  Rebellioft ; 
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"  and  that  here  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  protec- 
tion which  the  Icnv  would  afford  to  their  Loyalty 
"  and  zeal." 

-  That  your  Petitioners,  in  dutiful  obedience  to 
the  call  of  their  Sovereign,  and  the  two  Houses  of 
Parliament,  and  relying  on  the  justice  and  protec- 
tion thus  held  up  before  them,  have  ahne  stepped 
forth  from  the  great  body  of  British  Subjects,  who 
were  equally  called  on  and  equally  intei^ested  in 
the  public  safety:  And  in  consequence  of  their 
loyal  and  zealous  exertions,  have  been  deprived  of 
their  fortunes  by  the  Insurgents,  and  have  besides 
encountered  a  variety  of  the  most  imminent  dan- 
\  gers,  and  suffered  extreme  distress,  from  which  their 
fellow-subjects  have  been  entirely  exempt,  and  for 
which  your  Honourable  House  can  make  them  no 
adequate  compensation.  ^     '. 

■  That,  moreover,  the  estates  and  fortunes  of  your 
Petitioners,  which  the  British  Government,  by  the 
essential  laws  of  its  Union,  was  bound  to  regain  and 
restore  to  them,  have  been  devoted  and  ceded  by 
that  Government  to  the  American  States,  as  the 
purchase  and  price  of  peace  for  the  whole  empire. 

Thus  circumstanced,  your  Petitioners  conceive 
that  they  have,  under  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
British  Constitution,  the  Resolutions  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  the  Royal  Faith  pledged  to  them  in 
his  Majesty's  Proclamation,  and  under  all  the  pre- 
cedents of  Parliamentary  justice  on  similar  and 
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much  less  meritorious  occasions,  not  only  an  equi- 
table but  a  lawful  right  to  a  just  compensation  for 
their  estates  and  property  so  devoted  to  the  National 
peace  and  safety  :   And  that  nothing  less  than  an 
equal  distribution  of  their  losses  thus  incurred  among 
their  fellow-subjects,  who  are  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  benefits  and  security  so  purchased  at  their  ex- 
pence,  can  be  consistent  with  law  and  justice. 
^  -That  in  the  year  1783,  sensible  of  the  justice  due 
to  your  Petitioners,  the  Parliament  passed  an  Act 
appointing  Commissioners  to  enquire  into  their  losses 
thus  sustained,  for  the  purpose  of  making  them  due 
compensation.      I'hat  the  Commissioners,    having 
investigated  a  large  number  of  their  Claims,  have 
made  two  several  Reports  thereof  to  the  Lords  of 
his   Majesty's  Treasury,    which    your    Petitioners 
have  reason  to  believe  contain  their  decision  on  what 
has  been  lost  by   the  respective  Claimants ;   who 
anxiously  expected  that  the  said  Reports  would  have 
been  laid  before  your  Honourable  House,  in  order 
that  compensation  might  be  made  to  those  compre- 
hended in  them.  '      *         .    ..  i .  . 

That  it  is  impossible  to  describe  the  poignant 
distress  under  which  many  of  the  American  Loyal- 
ists now  labour;  and  which  must  daily  increase, 
should  the  justice  of  Parliament  be  delayed  until 
all  the  Claims  are  liquidated  and  reported ;  but 
your  Petitioners  would  be  greatly  deficient  in  their 
duty  to  their  constituents,  if  they  should  omit  to 


144 


APPENDIX    111. 


represent  to  the  humane  and  just  coi.  deration  of 
your  Honourable  House,  that  ten  years  i.ave  elapsed 
since  many  of  them  have  been  deprived  of  their 
fortunes,  and  with  their  helpless  families  reduced 
from  independent  affluence  to  poverty  and  want; 
some  of  them  are  now  languishing  in  British  Gaols, 
others  indebted  to  their  creditors,  who  have  lent 
them  money  barely  to  support  their  existence ;  and 
who,  unless  speedily  relieved,  must  sink  more  than 
the  value  of  their  claims  when  received,  and  be  in 
a  worse  condition  than  if  they  had  never  made 
them :  others  have  already  sunk  under  the  pres- 
sure and  severity  of  their  misfortunes ;  and  others 
must,  in  all  probabihty,  soon  meet  the  same  me- 
lancholy fate,  should  the  justice  due  to  them  be 
longer  postponed.  But  that,  on  the  contrary,  should 
provision  be  now  made  for  payment  of  those  whose 
Claims  have  been  settled  and  reported,  it  will  not 
only  relieve  them  from  their  distress,  but  give  a 
credit  to  the  others  whose  Claims  remain  to  be  con- 
sidered, and  enable  all  of  them  to  provide  for  their 
wretched  families,  and  become  agair^.  useful  members 
of  society. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray,  that 
your  Honourable  House  will  take  their  case  under 
your  consideration,  and  make  such  provision  for  the 
payment  of  the  sums  adjudged  to  be  due  to  the 
respective  Claimants,  as  you  in  your  wisdom  and 
justice  shall  think  reasonable ;  or^  if  this  cannot  be 
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done  in  the  present  Session,  that  your  Honourable 
House  would  by  a  vote  now  declare,  that  the  Claims 
reported,  and  to  be  reported  by  the  Commissioners, 
shall  be  considered  as  a  part  of  the  unfunded  debts 
of  the  nation. 

And  your  Petitioners  further  pray,  that  if  any 
doubt  should  remain  respecting  their  right  to  the 
sums  reported  to  be  due,  that  they  may  be  heard  by 
Counsel  at  the  bar  of  your  Honourable  House. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  shall 
ever  pray. 

See  Debates  of  1 786.   Speeches  of  Mr.  Coke,  &c, 


LETTER  TO  MR.  PITT^ 

April,  178^. 


Sir,     '  Bedford'kow,  April  178^. 

As  I  think  what  I  have  to  mention  may  possibly 
be  of  use  to  you  to  know,  I  am  persuaded  you  will 
not  think  this  Letter  will  require  any  apology. 

Though  under  nmch  anxiety  on  account  of  the 
illness  of  my  father  at  this  time,  I  am  not  unob- 
servant of  the  noble  effort  you  are  making  to  esta- 
blish a  Fund  for  the  reduction  of  the  National  Debt; 
and  as  I  observe  that  the  relief  of  the  Loyalists  ia 
one  object  of  youjr  consideration,  I,  thought  the 
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sentiments  of  one  who  had  much  experience,  on 
the  subject  of  their  claims  and  the  probable  amount 
of  their  liquidated  losses,  might  be  of  use. 

Now,  though  it  is  impossible  to  say,  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy,  what  that  may  be,  yet  the 
imperfect  opinion  I  am  able  to  form  at  this  time, 
may  serve  to  form  a  general  estimate  of  this  as  of 
pdier  extraordinary  expences,  for  which  you  may 
Inean  to  make  provision  as  they  arise.  With  this 
\mWf  I  take  the  liberty  of  giving  my  ideas,  that 
the  total  amount  of  such  liquidated  losses  may  be 
about  two  millions.  I  had  thought  last  year  it 
would  have  been  less  :  but,  considering  the  large 
sums  since  annexed  to  those  Claims,  which  had 
before  no  specific  estimate,  (one  of  which,  Mr. 
Harford's,  is  to  the  amount  of  near  half  a  million) 
and  many  under  the  last  Act,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
it  will  be  more. 

Whether  the  whole,  or  what  part,  should  be 
compensated  to  them,  must  be  left  to  your  judg- 
ment to  propose  at  a  proper  time  to  Parliament.  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  form  some  sentiments 
on  this  important  and  delicate  subject,  which,  when 
wished,  I  shall  be  ready  to  communicate  to  you ; 
but  though  you  may  wish  to  know  the  opinion  of 
those  whose  duty  has  led  them  to  have  been  much 
conversant  with  these  Claims,  I  am  sensible  it  will 
require  the  best  abilities  and  impartiality  to  deter- 
mine it  ultimately,  as  it  involves  a  due  consideration 
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of  the  interest  of  the  Publick  on  one  hand,  and 
that  of  the  pretensions  of  a  numerous  body  of  indi- 
viduals on  the  other. 

We  are  preparing  another  Report,  which  we  hope 
to  transmit  in  two  or  three  days.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be,  Sir,  &c.  &c. 

JOHM  WiLMOT. 


"J  ' 

,1' 
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TO   THE   HONOURABLE 


The  knights,  CITIZENS,  and  BURGESSES, 


IN  PARLIAMENT  ASSEMBLED. 


H' 


The  Petiiion  of  the  undersigned  Agents  for  the 
J  J  ,  American  Loi/alists,  in  behalf  of  thejnselves 
and  their  Constituents. 

i  V  ■     '        .*- 

Humhlif  sheweth,  •  L  -^        ,  i     -  ) 

^*  That,  in  pursuance  of  four  several  Acts  of  Par*- 
liament,  passed  in  the  years  1783,  1785,  1786,  and 
1787,  for  appointing  Commissioners  to  inquire  into 
the  losses  and  services  of  all  such  persons  who  have 
suffered  in  their  rights,  properties,  and  professions, 
during  the  late  unhappy  dissentions  in  AiTicrica, 
in  consequence  of  their  loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  and 
attachment  to  the  British  Government,  the  said 
Commissioners  have  proceeded  in  the  said  Inquiry^ 
and  n^^de  several  Reports  thereon  to  the  Lordi 
Comrtiissioriers  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  as  di* 
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i'ected  by  ths  said  Acts,  statements  whereof,  up  to 
the  5th  day  of  April  1788,  have,  by  order,  been  laid 
before  your  Honourable  House. 

That,  by  the  Statement  made  up  to  the  25th  day 
of  December  I787,  the  gross  sum  of  7,067*858/. 
appears  to  have  been  claimed  for  the  loss  of  property 
only,  by  2994  Claimants,  of  which  number  not 
more  than  twelve  have  been  reported  to  be  fraudu- 
lent, seven  rejected  for  want  of  loyalty,  and  only 
250  disallowed  for  want  of  sufficient  proof,  out  of 
1724  which  they  had  examined  and  reported  upon, 
whose  Claims  had  amounted  to  6,572,896/.  as  ap- 
pears by  their  statement  up  to  the  5th  day  of  April, 
.  178S,  but  to  whom  they  had  allowed  no  more  than 
1*887,548/.  in  full  compensation  thereof,  which  is 
:  not  equal  to  one-third  of  the  amount  of  the  said 
"  Claims.  And  that  several  of  the  Claimants,  their 
Constituents,  have  represented  to  your  Petitioners, 
that  the  sums  allowed  them  as  Compensation,  have 
been  much  less  than  they  conceived  to  be  the  value 
of  their  property  thus  lost ;  and  which,  in  their  opi- 
nion, had  been  substantiated  by  the  evidence  produced 
before  the  said  Commissioners.  And  tliat  they  ap- 
prehend, the  deductions  which  have  been  made  were 
in  consequence  of  some  general  principles  or  rule* 
adopted  by  the  Commissioners  in  the  investigation 
of  the  Claims  of  the  Loyalists  with  which  they  are 
unacquainted,  and  which  they  conceive  may  possibly 
have  been  founded  on  misinformation  or  mistake. 
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Your  Petitioners  trust,  that  the  Commissioners 
of  American  Claims  cannot  possibly  have  any 
objection  to  disclose,  in  the  present  stage  of  the 
inquiry,  the  principles  and  rules  which  they  have 
formed  for  their  direction  in  the  liquidation  of 
Claims  on  the  justice  and  liberality  of  Parliament 
to  the  amount  of  many  millions,  and  in  an  inquiry 
so  interesting  to  the  public  and  the  individuals  af- 
fected by  their  decision. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  your  Honourable 
House,  that  the  Commissioners  of  American  Claims 
be  ordered  to  lay  before  the  House  thf  General  Rules 
and  Principles  which  they  h^\^  ^ormed  for  their 
direction  in  the  inquiry,  and  un^^  ir  which  they  have 
acted  in  the  liquidation  of  the  Claims  of  the 
Loyalists.  ,  .  < ,\ 

JaS.  DeL4NCEY, 

J;  '       "  ^'    "  Agent  of  the  Committee^ 


•.;i 
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REPORT,  APRII  1786.     P.  68. 

TO  THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

THE  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS 

OF 

HIS  MAJESTY'S  TREASURY. 


f,*   HI  \      «.  J  f -i,^ 


The  Eleventh   Report,  April  17 88,    of  John 
fVilmoty  Esq,  8$c, 


.^/' 


In  the  Schedule  hereto  annexed,  we  have  stated, 
for  the  information  of  your  Lordships,  the  result  of 
an  Enquiry  into  the  Losses  and  Services  of  sundry 
persons,  whose  Claims  have  been  under  our  exami- 
nation since  the  date  of  our  last  Report,  and  have 
subjoined  a  List  of  such  further  Claims  as  have 
been  withdrawn. 

Having  mentioned  in  our  First  Report  of  the  10th 
of  August  1784,  that  we  had  not  at  that  time  dis- 
pensed with  the  personal  attendance  and  examina- 
tion of  the  Claimants,  we  think  it  projier  to  acquaint 
your  Lordships,  that  as  the  Enquiry  is  drawing  near 
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to  a  conclusion,  we  have  thought  we  might  with 
more  propriety,  and  indeed  have  been  under  a 
necessity  of  relaxing  from  that  rule  in  cases  where 
we  had  satisfactory  proof  of  the  total  "  Inability" 
of  the  Party  to  attend  in  person,  either  through 
sickness,  age,  or  poverty ;  taking  all  due  care  to 
prevent  "  Imposition"  and  false  representation  on 
the  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  to  enable  persons  so 
circumstanced  to  avail  themselves,  as  far  as  it  might 
be  advisable  for  them,  of  the  benevolent  intention 
of  Parliament.  ^?  -.  fyf^  ,,'      ..,    -  .  ,:  »   .  .„,  s 

We  have  taken  the  opportunity,  sincfe  our  last 
Report,  to  complete  the  Enquiry  into  some  Cases 
which  had  remdined  undecided  for  want  of  further 
proof,  and  which  consequently  increases  both  the 
number  of  Claims  and  the  gross  amount  of  the  sum 
liquidated,  beyond  what  the  current  business  would 
have  occasioned.  —  —' '  - 

It  appears  from  the  Statement  subjoined,  that  the 
total  amount  of  the  sum  liquidated  up  to  the  5th  of 
April  1788,  is  1,887,548/.  and  have  likewise  sub- 
joined a  Statement  of  all  the  Classes  into  which  we 
have  divided  them,  with  the  number  contained  in> 
and  the  sums  allotted  to,  each  ;  by  which  Govern- 
ment will  see  the  different  circumstances  of  the 
Claimants,  and  be  better  able  to  determine  what 
Relief  or  Compensation  each  Class  shall  respectively 
receive.  We  have  thought  proper  to  make  a  sepa- 
rate Class   (the  pth)  of   those  Loyalists  who  are 
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Subjects  or  settled  Inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  beg  leave  to  observe  that  some  of  them  are 
Cases  of  great  merit  and  peculiar  hardship.  There 
is  likewise  another  description  of  persons,  concern- 
ing whom  we  have  been  under  considerable  difficul- 
ties, as  stated  in  our  Fifth  Report  of  the  7th  April 
1786,  namely,  of  Loyal  British  Subjects  who  appear 
to  have  relief  under  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  but  re- 
present the  utter  impossibility  of  procuring  it.  We 
have  stated  these  losses,  therefore,  in  a  separate 
Class  (the  11th),  in  order  to  facilitate  the  endea- 
vours of  Government  to  procure  from  the  United 
States  of  America  a  restitution  of,  or  recom pence 
for,  the  estate  and  effects  of  the  Sufferers  under  the 
Treaty  of  Peace ;  or  if  not,  that  Government  and 
the  Legislature  may  be  enabled  to  make  them  Com- 
pensation at  home,  if  it  should  be  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Anstey  has  nearly  completed  his  progress  in 
the  United  States,  and  we  have  the  satisfaction  of 
confirming  what  we  promised  ourselves  on  his  ap- 
pointment, that  it  will  relieve  the  Enquiry  from 
many  difficulties  under  which  it  laboured,  and  that 
it  will  tend  much  to  aid  the  honest  and  to  detect  the 
fraudulent  Claimant.  B}^  this  means  we  sliall  be 
enabled  to  supply  the  defect  of  evidence  in  many 
cases,  and  to  do  justice  to  those  who,  there  was 
reason  to  think,  had  sustained  considerable  losses, 
but  who  otherwise  would  not  have  been  able  to  have 
substantiated  their  Claims.    We  are  now  proceeding 
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in  this  revision  of  the  Claims  from  those  States 
which  he  has  already  visited,  and  we  expect  he  will 
bring  with  him  the  result  of  his  enquiries  in  the 
other  States  in  the  course  of  the  summer. 

It  is  impossible  to  say  with  exactness  what  may 
be  the  addition  to  the  sum  already  liquidated  from 
the  few  Cases  remaining  unexamined,  from  the 
Revision  above-mentioned,  and  from  the  Enquiry 
now  carrying  on  in  Canada ;  but  from  the  best 
estimate  we  are  able  to  form,  assisted  by  the  opinion 
of  the  Commissioners  in  Canada  as  to  the  Claimg 
under  their  consideration,  this  addition  may  amount 
to  between  2  and  300,000/.  more*;  which  Estimate 
we  thought  it  might  be  material  to  furnish  Govern- 
ment with  in  a  general  view,  though  the  above  cir- 
cumstances will  prevent  us  from  bringing  the  whole 
business  to  a  conclusion  till  the  return  of  the  Com- 
missioners, and  of  Mr.  Anstey,  from  the  continent 
of  America,  and  which  we  expect  in  the  ensuing 
autumn. 

April  5th,  1788. 

*  N.B.  This  was  before  the  addition  of  Messrs.  Penns  and 
other  Cases  by  subsequent  Acts. 
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AGENTS  OF  THE  AMERICAN  LOYALISTS 

,  :      .      ,      TO  MR.  PITT,  SO  JAN.  1787, 
Sent  to  Mr,  fFilmot  in  a  Letter  from  Mr,  Pitt, 

-5;T>>t-.-/  -i     Extracts  from  thb  Lbtter.  v,' . 

(a)  The  Agents  say,  that  eleven  years  have  elapsed  since  theif 
Rights  have  been  sacrificed,  and  four  since  the  whole  has  been 
devoted  to  the  national  Peace  and  Safety.  They  persuade  them- 
selves that  Mr.  Pitt  is  disposed  to  put  a  speedy  end  to  their 
sufferings. 


(a)  Observations,  Feb.  17 87. 

The  Loyalists  have  undoubtedly  suffered  greatly 
from  the  commencement  of  the  War ;  but  at  the 
same  time,  the  efforts  of  this  Country  must  not  be 
forgotten.  The  recovery  of  the  Estates  of  the 
Loyalists  was  among  the  reasons  for  continuing  the 
War,  whilst  there  was  the  least  prospect  of  success. 
It  is  to  be  observed,  likewise,  that  from  60  to 
80,000/.  per  annum,  has  been  disposed  of  at  hom6 
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(b)  They  intreat  Mr.  Pitt  will  resume  the  business  early  in  the 
Sessions,  and  bring  forward  measures  for  recognizing  the  just 
Claims  of  the  Loyalists  to  be  Debts  of  the  State ;  and  they  hope 
that  the  great  progress  made  by  the  Commissionei's  will  enable 
him  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  aggregate  sum. 


every  year  since  the  Rebelhon  among  the  American 
LoyaHsts,  besides  various  sums  paid  abroad  by  the 
Commanders  in  Chief  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  &c. 
The  annual  allowances  this  year  (having  been  re- 
duced by  deaths  and  deductions  on  account  of  sums 
received  from  Parliament)  amount  to  above  50,000/. 
per  annum.  ,        ^     . 

These  observations  are  not  made  to  depreciate  the 
merit  or  losses  of  the  Loyalists,  but  to  shew  that 
their  property  was  not  wantonly  sacrificed,  or  un- 
necessarily devoted  to  the  National  Peace,  whilst 
there  was  the  least  chance  that  a  continuance  of  the 
War  would  have  preserved  it ;  and  that,  in  the 
interval,  considerable  sums  have  been  granted  from 
year  to  year  for  the  temporary  support  of  the  suf- 
ferers. -^      .(    ,  .      r 

(b)  This  is  a  matter  fit  only  for  Mr.  Pitt's  consi- 
deration :  but  it  may  be  observed,  that  when  the 
Loyalists  were  paid  a  dividend  on  their  losses  in 
July  1785,  it  was  stated  by  the  Commissioners 
that  further  information  was  necessary  concerning 
various  parts  of  the  Claims,  and  which  could  only 
be  obtained  on  the  spot  in  America.     Mr.  Anstey 
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(c)  That  no  pc  manent  provision  has  been  made  for  the  Low 
of  Offices  and  Pkofobsions,  but  only  a  temporary  augmentation^ 
madequate  to  the  Loss,  &c. 

was  sent  out  for  that  purpose,  and  has  already 
transmitted  much  useful  information  on  the  subject 
of  the  Eaquiry  in  general :  and  though  his  labours 
have  tended  hitb  *to  rather  to  confirm  thj^n  alter 
the  opinions  of  tht  on.i  «issioners  on  :he  respective 
Cases,  yet  perhaps  this  m^  ^  be  thoug  it  a  sufficient 
reason  for  deferring  the  final  consideration  for  the 
present ;  especially  as  it  is  impossible,  even  in  this 
advanced  stage  of  the  Enquiry,  to  make  any  accu- 
rate estimate  of  the  aggregate  sum ;  both  on  account 
of  the  unspecified  Claims,  and  because  the  Comw 
missioners  cannot  be  certain  (though  there  is  reason 
to  think)  that  a  great  number  of  the  remaining 
Claiips  will  be  abandoned.  The  nearest  conjecture 
they  can  make  at  present  is,  that  the  whole  amount 
may  be  about  2,000,000/. 

(c)  It  is  impossible  to  make  any  general  and  per- 
manent  arrangement  for  Losses  of  this  nature,  till 
the  close  of  the  Enquiry ;  for  as  almost  all  this  Class 
of  Suffereis  have  already  Annual  Allowances  in 
consideracion  of  their  Losses  of  all  kinds,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  lay  down  any  general  rule  till  the  Losses  of 
Property  are  ascertained.  Some  consideration  how- 
ever has  been  had  of  these  SuflTerers,  by  relieving 
them  from  the  reductions  of  their  Allowances,  that 
would  have  taken  place  in  consequence  of  the  whole 
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•    (d)  They  desire  a  Bill  may  be  brought  into  Parliament  to 
protect  the  Loyalists  against  the  American  Creditor. 

(e)  That  the  Commissioners  of  American  Claims  have  not  re- 
ported upon  the  Debts  of  the  Loyalists,  or  considered  them  as 
objects  of  their  Enquiry  under  the  Act ;  whereas  it  is  evident 
•beyond  all  doubt  now,  that  they  can  never  recover  any  part  of 
their  Bond  or  other  Debts  from  the  American  Citizens,  or  States, 
by  legal  suit  in  those  States  where  they  have  been  confiscated* 
and  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  publick.  The  Agents  have 
therefore  to  intreat  that  yo\'  will  be  pleased  to  take  this  point 
into  consideration,  and  to  afford  the  Loyalists  such  Relief  as  tb 
nature  and  justice  of  the  Case  seem  to  require. 


sums  received  out  of  the  Grants  of  Parliament,  ac- 
cording to  the  ratio  of  their  Loss  in  this  res^  jct. 
This  is  all  that  can  well  be  done  at  present ;  but 
syrely  it  is  not  expected  that  Life  Annuities  should 
be  granted  to  the  whole  extent  of  Losses  of  Office 
and  Profession,  which  were  precarious  in  their  na- 
ture, purchased  by  the  labour  of  the  party,  who  is 
still  capable  (though  it  is  feared  in  few  instances 
successful)  of  exercising  his  profession  and  exerting 
his  talents  in  this  country  I 

(d)  This  seems  reasonable.  See  the  Fifth  Report 
of  the  Commissioners  of  American  Claims.  But 
the  practice  of  the  Commissioners  is  not  stated 
correctly.  .  ,    ,    *        -.   a    ,.   ^     :   . 

(e)  It  is  true  the  Commissioners  have  not  consi* 
dered  the  Debts  of  the  Loyalists  as  Losses  within  thes 
meaning  of  the  Act,  for  the  reasons  given  in  theip 
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Reports  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury ;  and  for  the 
following,  among  other  reasons : 

They  apprehend  they  are  secured  by  the  Treaty 
the  same  as  all  other  Debts.  The  words  are  general, 
all  Creditors^  that  is  Creditors  of  all  sorts.  There 
was  no  occasion  for  this  provision  unless  it  extended 
to  confiscated  Debts,  as  by  a  subsequent  article  no 
further  Confiscation  either  of  Debts  or  anything 
else  could  take  place.  The  American  Creditor  pro- 
secutes the  Loyalist  Debtor  in  this  Country;  and 
where  the  Loyalist  Debtor  had  no  property  in 
America  out  of  which  his  Debt  might  be  satisfied, 
it  was  never  contended  or  conceived  that  he  had 
not  a  right  to  prosecute  the  Loyalist  Debtor  in  this 
Country ;  it  would  be  absurd  to  construe  this  Ar- 
ticle, which  relates  to  Creditors  iri  general,  to  give 
Relief  to  the  American  Creditor  and  not  tb  the 
Lm/alist  Creditor.  It  is  true  that  the  Atnericari 
States  have  not  complied  with  this  part  of  the 
Treaty ;  but  neither  have  they  done  so  with  respect 
to  the  British  Merchants;  and  it  is  believed  not 
less  from  a  disability  than  an  unwillingness  to  do 
justice  to  the  fair  Creditor.  But  can  it  be  expected 
that  Government  should  make  good  all  the  Debts 
of  the  British  Merchants  that  are  riot  ultimately 
satisfied?  and  how  would  it  be  possible  in  an  esf 
parte  examination  to  ascertain  what  Debts  have 
been  paid,  in  part  or  in  the  whole?  Independent 
of  other  considerations,  the  difficulty  or  rather  im- 
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.  (p)  The  Loyalists  are  at  present  unacquainted  witli  the  prin- 
ciplea  on  wliich  such  large  deductipns  have  been  made  from  their 
Claims :  their  characters  stand  impeached,  as  having  meant  to 
impose  upon  Government.  They  are  denied  a  knowledge  of  the 
objections,  and  refused  the  satisfaction  of  being  informed  of  the 
liquidated  amount  of  their  Losses.  They  submit  the  propriety 
and  justice  of  furnishing  them  with  information  on  these  points, 
and  hope  Mr.  Pitt  has  no  otyection  of  affording  them  an  early 
opportunity  of  taking  the  sense  of  Parliament  on  their  Right 
to  full  Compensation. 


possibility,  of  such  an  investigation  would  be  a 
sufficient  objection  to  it  under  this  Act;  and  per- 
haps if  the  Loyahst  is  compensated  for  every  other 
species  of  property,  and  only  suffers  in  common 
with  the  British  Merchant  as  to  the  recovery  of 
his  Debts,  it  is  as  much  as  can  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected at  this  time.  Cases  of  peculiar  hardsliip 
might  be  stated,  and  a  few  such  have  occurred. 

As  to  some  of  the  Debts  of  th6  Loyalists  having 
been  paid  in  to  the  Treasuries  of  the  respective 
States ;  if  the  construction  of  the  Treaty  is  a  right 
one,  the  United  States  undoubtedly  stand  in  the 
shoes  of  the  Debtors,  and  ought  to  refund  what  they 
have  so  received  on  account. 

(f)  Whether  it  may  be  proper  or  not,  before  the 
•  close  of  the  Enquiry,  to  lay  before  Parliament  the 
Reports  of  the  Commissioners  containing  their  con- 
struction of  the  Act,  and  the  Rules  and  Principles 
on  which  they  have  proceeded ;  it  may  not  be  ad- 
visable to  do  so  in  this  stage  of  the  business,  unless 
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the  Government  to  whom  the  Commissioners  Are 
directed  to  make  their  Reports,  should  think  those 
principles  wrong,  and  that  the  Commissioners  should 
be  set  right  in  the  construction  they  have  put  on 
the  Act  of  Parliament.  Many  reasons  might  be 
given  for  the  great  disproportion  between  the  sum 
claimed  and  the  sum  allowed  (if  it  was  necessary  to 
go  into  that  matter  now,)  without  any  imputation 
on  the  characters  of  the  Claimants  in  general.  Aft 
to  the  not  being  informed  of  the  liquidated  amount 
of  their  Losses,  it  is  submitted,  that  as  the  Cases 
are  open  to  revision  according  to  the  information 
that  may  be  transmitted  by  Mr.  Anstey,  it  would 
be  premature  to  acquaint  the  Claimants  with  the 
particulars,  till  the  whole  are  completed.  Mr. 
Anstey  is  proceeding  through  the  States,  and  it  is 
expected  that  his  labours  will  be  completed  early 
next  winter,  about  which  time  it  is  hoped  the  En- 
quiry will  be  brought  to  a  conchision. 
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A   LETTER 

TO   THE 


HIGHT  HONOURABLE   MR.  PITT, 

CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEftUER,  &C.  &C. 

Containing  Reaso7is  ichy  no  Discrimination  or  De- 
duction ought  to  he  made  from  the  Sums  found 
due  to  the  American  Loyalists. 


Sir, 


Manchester-square y  April  22,  I788. 


i  j'i  v^ 


We  have  had  the  honour  of  submitting  to  your 
consideration  sundry  reasons  against  any  deductions 
being  made  from  the  sums  found  due  to  the  Ameri- 
can Loyalists ;  demonstrating,  that  after  they  shall 
have  received  the  full  amount,  the  losses  they  have 
sustained  will  greatly  exceed  those  of  their  fellow- 
fiubjects  in  consequence  of  the  war.  Persuaded  as 
we  are  of  your  upright  and  liberal  intentions  towards 
them,  we  flatter  ourselves  that  those  reasons  have 
convinced  your  judgment  of  the  injustice  upon 
which  any  d»  Auctions  whatever  must  be  founded. 
But  as  you  were  pleased  to  intimate  to  our  Com- 
mittee a  possibility  that  Parliament  might,  in  the 
final  payment,  proceed  on  the  distinction  which  has 
been  made  between  the  Loyalists  who  had  borne 
armsj  and  those  who  have  not ;  we  beg  leave  to  lay 
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before  you  the  following  additional  reasons,  not  only 
against  such  deduction,  but  against  any  discrimina- 
tion whatever  in  the  compensation  to  be  made  for 
loss  of  property. 

The  distinction  was  made  by  Parliament  in  an 
early  stage  of  the  inquiry,  when  no  certain  idea 
could  be  formed  of  the  whole  amount  of  the  losses, 
for  the  purpose  of  affording  relief  to  those  who 
wanted  it.  But  we  cannot  suppose  that  Parlia- 
ment intended,  at  the  time,  to  adopt  it  in  the 
final  administration  of  justice,  for  the  following 
reasons :  , 

1.  It  is  a  distinction  which  never  has  been,  nor 
ever  can  be  rationally  made  ;  because  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain  the  numerous  and  various  degrees  of 
Loyalty  produced  by  an  infinite  variety  of  acts, 
during  a  long  continued  rebellion ;  and  equally  so 
to  apportion,  upon  any  principle  of  law  or  equity, 
the  sums  which  the  Loyalists  ought  to  receive  in 
consequence  thereof.  Besides,  were  this  possible, 
it  would  be  fundamentally  unjust,  because  the 
Loyalist  whose  person  has  been  attainted,  and 
whose  property  has  been  confiscated^  in  conse- 
quence of  owe  act  of  Loyalty,  has  evidently  suffered 
on  the  public  account  as  much  "  injury  and  da- 
"  mage  "  as  he  who  has  suffered  in  consequence  of 
ten  thousand,  and  of  course  is  equally  an  object  of 
public  protection,  and  full  compensation;  although 
the  other  must  be  allowed  to  have  a  stronger  claim 
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to  gratitude  and  reward  from  Government  for  his 
services.  Hence  it  is,  that  there  is  no  instance  to 
befound  in  the  Journals  of  Parliament,  of  any  such 
discrimination.  But,  on  the  contrary,  it  appears 
from  every  case  of  a  similar  nature,  that  the  uniform 
usage  of  Parliament  has  been  to  make  full  compen- 
sation to  Subjects  who  have  suffered  in  consequence 
of  their  fidelity  to  the  State ;  even  where  that  fide- 
lity has  been  shewn  by  a  discharge  of  the  least  of 
their  political  duties,  without  making  any  discri- 
mination or  deduction  from  the  sum  found  due. 
To  this  we  will  add,  that  there  never  has  been  any 
point  of  law,  or  principle  of  justice,  more  solemnly 
settled  than  what  we  here  contend  for.  In  the  case 
of  Daniel  Campbell,  who  had  suflfered  in  his  pro- 
perty by  a  mob,  on  account  only  of  his  voting  for 
the  malt-tax,  all  the  branches  of  tha  Legislature 
concurred  in  declaring,  "  That  as  the  losses  and 
"  damages  he  had  sustained,  were  on  account  of  the 
concern  he  had,  or  was  supposed  to  have  had,  in 
promoting  the  act  for  laying  a  dutj^  on  malt,  it 
**  is  just  and  reasonable  that  the  said  damages  and 
"*'  losses  should  be  made  good  and  repaid,  clear  of 
*'  all  deductions."  Does  it  not  then  follow,  beyond 
all  possibility  of  doubt,  in  the  case  where  the  sub- 
ject has  lost  his  property  on  account  of  his  fidelity 
to  the  State,  and  ultimately  by  an  act  of  the  State 
itself,  manifestly  done  for  its  own  sectirity  and  pre^ 
servation,  that  he  ought  to  receive  equal  compen- 
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sation  with  the  Subject  who  has  suffered  for  givin^g 
a  vote  for  an  Act  of  Parhament  ? 

2.  Upon  a  little  consideration  of  his  Majesty's 
Proclamation,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Parliament,  it  will  further  appear,  that  any  such 
discrimination  or  deduction  will  be  evidently  in- 
consistent with,  and  derogatory  to,  because  a  ma- 
nifest failurein  the  performance  of,  the  royal  and 
parliamentary  assurances  held  out  by  them  to  the 
Loyalists.  For  by  those  assurances,  the  Royal 
Faith,  and  tiie  Honour  of  Parliament,  stand  most 
solemnly  pledged  for  the  "  protection"  of,  and  for 
making  "  ample  and  full  compensation"  to,  every 
Loyalist  indiscriminately,  who  has  been  "  aiding 

and  assisting  in  suppressing  the  rebellion,"  or 
who,  on  account  of  a  desire  manifested  to  assist 
"  in  carrying  into  execution  any  Acts  of  the  British 
"  Legislature^  has  suffered  any  injury  or  damage" 
whatever. 

3.  In  pursuance  of  his  Majesty's  Proclamation, 
and  the  Resolutions  of  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment, a  Commission  has  been  instituted  f^r  En- 
quiring into  the  Losses  and  Services  of  those  who 
had  "  suffered  in  consequence  of  their  Loyalty  to 

his  Majesty,  and  their  attachment  to  the  British 
Government,  and  their  obedience  to  his  Majesty's 
"  Proclamation,  &c.  &c."  And  the  Loyalists, 
whose  losses  have  been  inquired  into,  and  liquidated 
under  that  Commission,  are  clearly  included  in  the 
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description  of,  and  are  identically  the  persons  who, 
(by  the  express  woras  of  his  Majesty's  P'oclamation, 
and  the  Resolutions  of  the  two  Houses,)  are  declared 
to  be  "  intitl-d"  to  the  "  protection  of  the  laws," 
and  to  full  and  "  ample  Compensation." 

4.  Neither  his  Majesty's  Proclamation,  nor  the 
resolutions  of  the  two  Houses,  nor  the  Statute  of 
Enquiry,  nor  any  one  Precedent  to  be  found  in  the 
Journals  of  Parliament,  allude  to,  or  even  mention, 
the  degree  of  Loyalty  requisite  to  intitJe  the  Subject 
to  the  '•  Protection  and  Compensation"  declared  to 
be  due,  and  solemnly  promised  by  his  Majesty, 
and  the  two  Houses :  but  as  the  evident  principles 
of  policy,  reason,  justice,  and  law  required,  all  of 
them  unite  in  constituting  and  establishing  "  the 
"  having  suffered  any  injury  or  damage  in  conse- 
"  quence  of  Loyalty,"  the  criterion y  and  express 
condition,  upon  which  the  "  title  "  to  protection, 
and  *''  ample  and  full  compensation,"  shall  be  com- 
pletely vested  ;  and  as  every  Loyalist,  whose  Loss 
has  been  enquired  into,  and  reported,  has  com- 
plied with  that  condition,  his  right  or  "  title  "  to 
the  full  amount  of  the  sum  found  due,  is  unequi- 
vocally established  upon  the  said  Proclamation  and 
Resolutions.  We  therefore  most  humbly  trust, 
that  Parliament  will  not  deviate  from  all  former 
Precedents,  and  from  the  principles  of  reason  and 
justice  so  solemnly  established,  by  making  any  de- 
duction whatever  from  the  sums  found  due  to  Sub- 
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jects.  v/ho  have  suffered  so  much,  and  such  long 
t  .>nlinued  loss  and  distress  on  the  pubHc  account, 
and  for  the  pubHc  advantage ;  sums,  in  the  com- 
plete and  hberal  discharge  of  which,  the  sacred 
faith  of  Majesty,  the  inviolable  honour  of  Parlia- 
ment, the  irreproachable  character  of  the  Nation, 
and  the  momentous  security  of  the  State,  are  so 
evidently  concerned. 

We  could.  Sir,  offer  to  your  consideration  other 
argrments  on  the  sutject ;  but,  confiding  in  your 
upright  sense  of  public  justice,  and  the  benevolence 
of  your  feelings  for  the  virtuous  and  distressed,  we 
will  conclude,  with  requesting  that  you  will  favour 
our  Committee  with  the  promised  interview,  by 
which  alone  the  anxiety  of  our  minds  on  the  occa- 
sion can  be  relieved. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  by  the  direction,  and 
on  the  behalf,  of  the  Agents  for  the  American  Loy- 
alists, with  great  respect, 

Sir,  ■       -. 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

James  De  Lancy, 

Vice  President. 
Right  Honourable  PPlllia7n  Pitt,  ; 

...     ^c.  8sc.  8sc.  ,  ,^,    :    ...,.^ 
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APPENDIX,  No.  V. 

A    STy\TEMENT    OV    '''UF.    CLAIMS 

EXAMINED  r.V  THE  C(>MMISS1<)NERS,    &c. 

TO  THE  5'l  H   Al'lUL,   1/88. 


N'uiuber 

Ol 

Claims 

1 

Sums  allow  (d  for  Losses  of 

Classes 

Property. 

Income. 

No.  1 

Loyalists  who  have  reiitkired  Services  to 

£.        i. 

.£'.       s. 

Great  Britain ... 

204 

59(i,092     0 

25,085     0 

2 

Do.  who  bore  Anns    in   the    Service  of 

Great  Britain 

481 

254,988     0 
590,424     0 

G,503     0 
38,871      0 

3 

Do.   Zealous  and  Uniform 

626" 

4 

Do.   British  Subjects,   resident  in  Great 

Britain 

20 

89,371     0 

1,070     0 

5 

Do.   who  took  Oaths  to  the  States,   but 

afterwards  joined  the  British 

27 

35,046     0 

280     0 

G 

Do.   who  bore  Arms  fnv  ihe  States,    but 

afterwards  joined  the  British 

23 

22,853     0 

2,725     0 

7 

Do.   sustaining  Losses  under  the  Prohi- 

bitory Act,  exclusive  of  others 

3 

13,971     0 

0     0 

8 

Loyal  British  Proprietors 

2 

258,254     0 

0     0 

9 

Do.  now  Subjects   or  settled  Inhabitants 

of  the  United  States 

25 

20", 549     0 

970     0 

10 

Claims  Disallowed  and  Withdrawn, 

1st  Disallowed  for  want  of  Proof  of 
Loyalty 7 

2d  Do.  for  want  of  satisfaclorv  Proof 

of  Loss 250 

3d  Do.  being  fraudulent 12 

4lhDo.  being  for  Debts  only. 10 

5th Do.  Withdrawn '34 

313 

Total 

Loyal  British  Subjects  who  appear  to  have 

1,724 

1,887,548     0 

75,504     0 

11 

Relief  by  tlie  Treaty  of  Piace,  but  state 

tae  impossibility  of  procniing  it  . .    ... 

4 

45,3G"3     0 

0     0 

The  probable   Amount   of   such   further 

Claims  as  remain  to  be.  examined,  and 

of  s!  jh  as  are  not  finally  liquidated  . . . 

300,0,0     0 

0     0 

The  Sum  which   has  already   been   paid 

towards  Compensation  of  the  Losses 

liquid;,'ted  tip  to  the  1st  May,  1787,  is 

454,2r;0   19 

0    0 

Office  of  Americ.  K  f'tjias, 
May  30.  1T<?8. 
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LETfER  TO  MR.  PITT, 

27TH  April,  1788. 

Sir,  Bedford  Row,  27th  April,  1788. 

Reflecting  on  the  question  you  put  to  me  the 
other  day  at  your  house,  concerning  one  of  the 
reasons  given  by  the  Agents  for  the  American  Loy- 
ahsts,  "  why  no  deductions  should  be  made  from 
"  the  sum  reported  due  to  them ;"  namely,  "  That 
"  the  Commissioners,  in  construing  the  Act,  and  the 
"  strict  rules  of  evidence  they  have  adhered  to,  have 
"  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  Commissioners  to 
*^  have  considered  the  full  amount  of  their  re?l 
*'  Losses  ;"  I  think  I  might  not  have  been  able,  in 
that  short  conversation,  to  have  acquainted  you  so 
fully  as  was  necessary,  how  that  matter  stands : 
and  as  it  may  be  of  some  weight  in  your  determi- 
nation of  the  important  question  of  Compensation, 
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I  take  the  liberty  of  troubling^  you  with  this  ad- 
dress, to  ex})lain  myself  more  fully  on  the  subject. 

And  first,  with  regard  to  the  principles  and  rules 
we  have  laid  dowU  in  construing  the  Act.  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  the  First  and  Second  Report 
made  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  in  1784  and 
1785  ;  but,  as  you  may  not  have  them  immediately 
before  you,  I  will  shortly  state  those  Rules  which 
are  most  material  in  this  reancct. 

1st.  The  first  is,  that  we  have  disallowed  all 
Claims  for  uncultivated  lands,  where  the  conditions 
of  the  grants  have  not  been  complied  with  ;  and 
have  only  allowed  the  purchase-money  actually 
given  where  they  have  been  the  objects  of  sale,  and 
the  fees  of  patenting  or  surveying,  where  they  have 
not.  Here,  therefore,  the  Agents  are  right  in  their 
suggestion  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners 
as  to  uncul*^ivated  lands,  as  far  as  it  will  have 
weight. 

2nd.  The  Commissioners  have  likewise  disal- 
lowed purchases  made  during  the  Troubles ;  except 
when  they  were  made  in  parts  in  full  possession  of 
his  Majesty's  troops,  or  where  the  parties  were 
under  the  necessity  in  some  measure  of  investing 
their  property  in  land. 

3d.  The  Commissioners  have  disallowed  all  rents 
and  profits  of  estates,  and  all  estimated  profits  of 
offices,  professions,  and  trades,  during  the  Trou- 
bles ;  considering  that  it  was  not  the  direction  of 
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the  Act,  or  the  intention  of  Parliament,  for  the 
Commissioners  to  enquire  into  Losses  of  this  na- 
ture; especially  as  during  the  whole  war  the  interest 
of  above  a  million  sterling  was  annually  distributed 
among  the  distressed  Loyalists,  and  which  has  been 
continued  to  this  time. 

I  think  the  only  other  Rule  that  cuts  off  any 
material  part  of  the  Claim,  and  this  of  a  much  less 
general  nature  than  any  of  the  preceding,  is, 

4th.  The  disallowance  for  all  Claims  for  Losses 
by  paper  money,  either  of  the  old  or  new  Govern- 
ment ;  having  considered  these  as  unavoidable  in- 
cidents of  the  War,  affecting  equally  friends  and 
foes,  and  not  therefore  a  Loss  peculiarly  or  exclu- 
sively in  consequence  of  Loyalty. 

How  far  these  Rules  are  proper  or  not,  it  is  not 
now  my  business  to  enter  into.  If  you  should 
think  they,  or  any  of  them,  bear  too  hard  upon  the 
parties,  there  will  be  the  greater  weight  in  the 
argument  they  have  suggested  ;  and  I  dare  say  you 
will  give  it  all  due  consideration. 

With  regard  to  the  other  reasons  urged  by  the 
Agents,  that  they  have  suffered  much  by  the  strict 
rules  of  evidence  we  have  established,  I  cannot  say 
this  is  by  any  means  the  case :  for  although  un- 
doubtedly we  have  in  all  cases  required  some  evi- 
dence, and  such  as  would  satisfy  our  minds,  as  to 
the  various  articles  of  property  claimed ;  yet  we  have 
thought  ourselves  justified  in,  and  indeed  have  been 
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under  the  necessity  of,  relaxing  materially  from  the 
strict  rules  of  evidence,  and  of  making  allowance 
for  the  peculiar  situation  in  which  the  Claimants 
stood.  We  have  likewise  derived  considerable  re- 
lief on  this  head  from  the  measure  of  sending  Mr. 
Anstcy  into  the  United  States ;  and  we  have  now 
for  some  weeks  been  employed  in  a  general  Revi- 
sion of  all  the  Claims  ;  by  which  means  the  expe- 
rience we  have  acquired  in  the  progress  of  the 
Enquiry,  will  enable  us  to  correct  any  mistakes  or 
oversights,  that  may  have  happened  at  the  com- 
mencement of  a  business  of  so  intricate  and  arduous 
a  nature. 

There  is  another  matter  which  appears  to  me  of 
importance  in  your  present  consideration,  and  that 
is  relative  to  the  Claim  of  Debts.  The  Loyalists 
are  apprized  that  we  have  not  taken  these  into  the 
account ;  and  we  submitted  our  Reasons  on  that 
head  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury,  &c.  in  our 
First  Report.  I  observe  that  the  Agents  take  no 
notice  of  this  among  the  reasons  lately  given  by 
them  (for  a  printed  copy  has  been  shewn  to  me) 
"  why  no  Deductions  should  be  made  from  their 
"  liquidated  Losses ;"  the  cause  of  which  I  appre- 
hend must  be,  that  after  they  have  come  to  an  un- 
derstanding with  you  and  with  Parliament  on  the 
subject  of  their  liquidated  Losses,  they  mean  to 
urge  an  Enquiry  into  their  Debts.  For  if  they  did 
not  mean  and  expect  this,  it  would  have  been  a  fair 
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and  proper  Reason  to  state  for  a  more  hberal  com- 
pensation of  their  other  Losses.  I  submit  there- 
fore to  you,  Sir,  that  it  may  be  advisable  for  you 
to  consider  beforehand,  what  is  proper  to  be  done 
with  respect  to  these  Debts,  and  to  make  that  a 
part  of  your  Consideration  on  the  subject.  I  con- 
fess I  am  afraid  there  would  be  insuperable  diffi- 
culties in  such  an  ex-parte  Investigation,  and  j)er- 
haps  if  they  share  the  same  fate  with  the  British 
Merchants  in  this  respect  (for  whom  I  presume 
some  measures  will  be  taken),  their  other  Losses 
being  liberally  compensated,  they  will  not  have 
much  reason  to  complain. 

I  have  thought  it  might  be  of  use  to  bring  this 
matter  before  you  in  one  general  view  ;   meaning 
merely  to  give  you  such  information  as  my  situation 
enabled  me  to  collect,  and  as  appeared  to  me  might 
be  of  use  to  you  in  forming  your  opinion  on  the 
important   question  of   final  compensation  to  the 
Loyalists.     But  I  should    not  acquit  myself  of  the 
duty  I  owe  to  the  publick,  if  I  did  not  take  the 
liberty  of  acquainting  you  with  the  result  of  my 
experience  on    the    subject,    as   far  as  that  goes; 
namely,   that  in  general   their  nv^rit  towards  this 
Country,  and  their  sufferings  in  consequence  of  it, 
have  been  equally  great  and  distinguished  ;  and  that 
the  Losses  we  have  thought  within  the  purview  of 
our  Enquiry,  have  not  been,  to  the  best  of  our  judg- 
ment, either  under  or  overrated  by  us.     I  speak  of 
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this  in  general,  for  it  is  impossible  to  flatter  our* 
selves  that  we  have  not  committed  some  errors  in 
the  detail,  and  much  less  that  all  the  parties  will 
be  satisfied. 

I  trust  you  will  pardon  this  long  address,  and 
have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem,  s 

Sir,  •  ' 

Your  most  faithful  and  obedient  ser\'ant, 

John  Wilmot. 


To  the  Right  Honourable  Mr.  Pitt, 


•a''     *^nl     "•/' 


EXTRACT  FROM  LETTER  TO 


June  2,  1788. 


Bedford  Row,  2nd  June  1788. 

AecoRDiNG  to  Mr.  Pitt's  desire,  I  enclose  two 
different  Sucernents  of  the  Loss  of  Offices,  Bene- 
fices, and  Professions;  made  out  as  accurately  as 
could  be,  in  the  short  interval  there  has  been  fof 
that  purpose. 

The  1st  is  a  Statement  of  them  distinguishing 
the  amount  of  each,  amounting  to  the  sum  of 
^.74,753  per  annum.  This  sum,  as  was  observed, 
has  been  reduced  by  deaths  and  by  the  parties 
having  been  otherwise  provided  for  by  Govern- 
ment, about  ^.10,000  per  annum;  and  I  take  for 
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granted  that  Mr.  Pitt,  in  the  provision  he  means 
to  make  for  these  Losses,  will  except  such  persons 
who  have  been  or  shall   be  otherwise  provided  for 
by  Government.      You  will  observe   that  I  have 
separated  the  Loss  of  Offices  into  the  Loss  of  Sa- 
laries and  of  legal  Fees  and  Perquisites^  lest  Mr. 
Pitt  should  think  they  admit  of  a  different  Consi- 
deration ;   perhaps  it  may  be  said  these  Fees  and 
Perquisites  ought  to  have  been  laid  entirely  out  of 
the  case ;  but  you  will  recollect  some  of  the  most 
valuable  and  responsible  Offices  have  little  or  no 
Salary ;  so  that  we  thought  it  fair  to  enquire  into 
the  average  value  of  the  legal  Fees,  &c. ;  especially  as 
the  Act  directs  us  to  Enquire  into  the  Loss  of  Pro- 
fessions, which  seem  to  be  not  less  precarious  and 
uncertain  than  the  average  value  of  such  Fees.     It 
will  be,  however,   for  Mr.  Pitt  to  consider  whether 
they  ought  to  be  compensated  or  not ;  but  he  will 
recollect  that  the  Act  directs  an  Enquiry  into  the 
Loss  of  Professions^  which  implies  it  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  framers  of  the  Bill  in   1783,  and 
naturally   gives  the   parties    reason   to   expect   it. 
I  have   also   placed  the  Losses  of  the  Clergy  by 
themselves,  in  case  Mr.  Pitt  should  think  they  de- 
serve a  separate  consideration.  "^ 
Upon  looking  over  the  Lists  and  Schedules  more 
minutely,  I  do  not  find  above  seven  or  eight  per- 
sons who  have  lost  Offices,  &c.  above  ^.1000  per 
annum,  and  only  one  who  has  lost  ^.2,8oo  per 
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annum.  If  any  scale  of  the  sort  you  mentioned 
should  be  adopted,  perhaps  the  most  equitable 
mode  would  be  to  give  ^.50  per  cent,  on  the  value 
of  the  small  Losses,  not  exceeding  ^.200  per 
annum,  and  per  cent,  for  every  ^.100  per 

annum  exceeding  that  sum.  Or  if  this  should  be 
thought  too  complicated,  the  Salaries  and  Bene- 
fices; and  one  third  or  other  proportion,  of  the 
legal  Fees  and  Professions,  might  be  allotted.  Either 
of  these  modes  would,  I  should  apprehend,  take 
up  about  ^.25>000  per  annum  for  the  present: 
but,  as  Mr.  Pitt  observed,  this  sum  would  be  daily 
diminishing ;  and  you  will  observe  that  any  calcu- 
lation made  from  the  enclosed  Statement,  must 
make  allowance  for  ^.10,000  per  annum,  reduced 
by  deaths,  and  by  many  of  them  having  been  al- 
ready provided  for  by  Government. 

The  whole  of  the  Losses  liquidated  to  these'  Per- 
•sons  is  about  ^.200,000 ;  but  being  very  unequally 
distributed,  I  fear  no  general  reduction  can  be  made 
on  that  account,  though  Mr.  Pitt  may  think  proper 
to  state  the  fact  to  Parliament. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  &c.  &c.       ^• 
John  Wilmot. 

To 
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EXTRACT  FROiM  LETTER  TO  MR.  PITT, 

June  4,  1788. 

v\U  ^u..'A    •>(:    .,,^  .._    ,     _ :.    .,     1',   ^i    ,i^       '_ 

My  dear  Sir, 
Mr.  Pitt  begs  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  be 
with  him  this  morning  in  Downing  Street,  at  half 
past  ten. 

Most  faithfully  yours, 

George  Rose. 
Great  George  Street, 
June  sd. 


Mr.  Wilmot  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
Pitt,  and  encloses  hir  as  desired,  a  Copy  of  the 
Schedule  of  Loyal  British  Subjects  resident  in 
Britain  during  the  War,  and  also  Copies  of  some 
of  the  Proclan.ations  issued  by  the  Commissioners 
for  restoring  Peace  to  the  Commanders  in  Chief  in 
America.  Mr.  W.  r«lso  encloses  a  Copy  of  the 
First  Report  of  the  Commissioners  up  to  the  1st 
August  1784,  which  is  the  most  material  as  to  the 
principles  on  which  they  have  proceeded. 

Mr.  W.  has  added  one  or  two  Observations  in 
pages  4j  5,  which  are  the  most  material  parts,  and 
made  as  hints  to  those  Rules  which  affect  the 
Claimants  the  most. 
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Mr.  W.  begs  leave  again  to  submit  to  Mr.  Pitt's 
consif  (eration  whether  it  would  not  be  right  to  ^^ 
the  Third  Class,  as  well  as  the  First  and  Second, 
the  whole  of  their  Losses ;  at  least  he  knows  Mr. 
Pitt's  liberality  too  well,  not  to  know  he  will  excuse 
his  dissenting  with  him  in  the  House  on  that 
subject. 

4tnJune,  I788.  rrii  iJ^st, 
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OF  THE 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

9TH  OF  June,  1785. 

"  Resolvedy 

That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
Majesty,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to 
give  directions,  that  Pensions  be  allowed  to  such 
Persons  as  have  suffered,  during  the  late  unhappy 
Dissentions  in  America,  in  consequence  of  their 
Loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  and  attachment  to  the 
British  Government,  whose  Losses  of  Income, 
arising  from  Professions  or  Offices,  have  been 
proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners 
appointed  by  several  Acts,  made  in  the  23d,  25th, 
2(>th,  and  27th  years  of  his  present  Majesty's 
reign,  and  who  are  not  already  adequately  pro- 
vided for,  in  the  proportion  of  ^.50  per  cent. 
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for  every  ^.100  of  such  Annual  Income,  not 
exceeding  56.400,  and  of  ^.40  per  cent,  for 
♦'every  ^100  of  such  Income  above  ^g.400, 
"  where  the  value  does  not  exceed  ^1,500  per 
"  annum  in  the  whole ;  and  where  the  value  does 
"  exceed  ^.1,5Q0  per  annum  In  the  whole,  then 
"  in  the  proportion  of  ^.30  per  cent,  for  every 
"^.100  exceeding  ^.400  per  annum;  and  to 
"  assure  his  Majesty,  that  this  House  will  make 
'•  good  such  expences  as  shall  be  incurred  on  this 
"account."  .:  )l  lJJ(M/l>i 
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llie  Twelfth  Report  of  John  mimot,  Esq,  ^c. 


-tfiy    1tJ!M»  '^HWlir*.?***  ."' 


As  this  proDably  will  be  the  last  Rej)ort  we  shall 
have  the  honou*  af  submitting  to  the  consideration 
^f  Government,  we  are  desirous  of  making  a  few 
observations  on  some  parts  of  the  bu  ess  com- 
mitted to  us,  before  we  proceed  to  state  what  have 
been  the  immediate  objects  of  our  attention  under 
the  last  Act  for  continuing  our  Commission. 
^»»We  beg  leave  to  observe,  in  the  first  place,  that 
we  have  with  the  utmost  care  and  attention,  taken 
a  general  Review  of  the  whole  of  our  Proceedings 
from  the  commencement  of  the  Enquiry,  taking 
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into  our  reconsideration  as  well  the  general  Princi- 
ples and  Rules  which  have  guided  us  in  the  con- 
duct of  it  (and  which  we  have  from  time  to  time 
communicated  to  your  Lordships)  as  the  applica- 
tion of  them  to  each  particular  Case :  we  have  thus 
had  an  opportunity  of  relaxing  from,  and  making 
exceptions  to,  such  Rules  or  Principles  as  we  found 
by  a  rigid  application  bore  too  hard  upon  indivi- 
duals, and  we  herewith  transmit  a  Copy  of  those 
Rules  and  Resolutions  as  adjusted  on  such  revision, 
and  rendered  conformable  to  the  practice  we  have 
since  adopted.  We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  sup- 
ply any  defects,  to  correct  any  mistakes,  and  to 
reconsider  any  points  in  which,  perhaps,  too  great 
humanity  towards  the  individuals  on  the  one  hand, 
or  an  over  anxiety  to  reduce  exaggerated  Claims  on 
the  other,  may  have  led  us  into  error ;  being  sen- 
sible that  in  an  investigation  of  so  arduous  and  in- 
tricate a  nature,  the  utmost  circumspection  was  ne- 
cessary to  enable  us  to  render  impartial  justice  to 
the  individuals  and  to  the  publick.  On  this  head 
we  must  remark  the  material  assistance  we  have 
derived  from  the  enquiries  of  John  Anstey,  Esq. 
who  returned  from  the  United  States  in  September 
last,  after  having  collected  much  information  re- 
specting the  general  subject  of  our  Commission, 
and  the  respective  Losses  of  the  Claimants,  and 
without  which  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  us 
to  have  done  justice  to  many  individuals ;  for  though 
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there  was  in  most  Cases  evidence  sufficient  to  war- 
rant a  payment  upon  account ;  yet  in  few  was  it  so 
complete  in  every  article  as,  without  further  infor- 
mation, to  have  warranted  tlie  payment  in  full  that 
has  since  taken  place.  i  7  •/ 

We  thought  it  our  duty  to  state  in  our  Second 
Beport  of  the  24th  of  December,  I784,  that  the 
State  of  South  Carolina  had,  by  an  Act  of  the  24th 
March,  17  84,  restored  the  confiscated  property  of 
certain  Loyalists  subject  to  the  restrictions  therein- 
mentioned  ;  and  that  in  consequence  thereof,  many 
had  withdrawn  the  Claims  chey  had  before  pre- 
sented to  us.  We  find,  however,  that  in  many  in- 
stances, the  parties  have  not  been  able  to  reap  that 
advantage  they  expected,  and  which  the  Act  above- 
mentioned  held  out  to  them.  In  some  instances 
the  property  restored  has  been  so  wasted  and  in- 
jured as  to  be  of  little  value ;  in  others  the  amerce- 
ments and  charges  have  been  nearly  equal  to  the 
value  of  the  fee  simple  of  the  estates ;  and  in  many 
where  the  indents  being  the  species  of  money  re- 
ceived by  the  State  have  been  restored  to  the  former 
proprietors,  an  inevitable  and  considerable  loss  has 
been  sustained  by  the  depreciation.  In  all  these 
Cases,  therefore,  we  have  made  a  minute  Enquiry 
into  the  real  benefit  that  has  been  derived  from 
such  restitution,  whether  of  the  property  itself,  or 
of  the  indents  in  lieu  of  it;  and  havmg  endeavoured 
to  ascertain,  as  nearly  as  the  circumstances  would 
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admit,  the  value  of  what  was  lost,  and  the  value  of 
what  has  been  restored,  we  have  considered  the 
difference  as  the  real  Loss  of  the  party. 

We  have  found,  hkewise,  that  the  information 
we  had  received  concerning  property  in  the  State 
of  Vermont,  viz.  that  it  was  not  confiscated  in  con- 
sequence of  Loyalty,  as  stated  in  our  Second  Report, 
was  not  well  founded;  and  of  course  have  considered 
the  Loss  of  Property  in  that  State  where  the  title, 
value,  and  confiscation,  have  been  proved^  as  an 
object  of  Enquiry  and  Compensation.    -  f* — .♦-.^-^ 

We  have  taken  notice  on  former  occasions,  of 
the  reasons  which  induced  us  to  decline  enquiring 
into  Debts  due  to  the  Loyalists ;  but  as  this  is  a 
matter  that  has  been  repeatedly  stated  by  the  Loy- 
alists themselves  to  Government,  and  indeed  has 
been  more  than  once  the  subject  of  debate  and  of 
motions  in  Parliament,  it  does  not  become  us  to 
give  any  opinion  upon  it.  We  beg,  however,  to 
observe,  that  we  have  thought  it  our  duty  to  be 
very  scrupulous  in  enquiring  into  and  deducting 
from  the  liquidated  Losses  any  Debts  that  were 
owing  "  from"  the  Loyalists  in  Cases  where,  by 
the  provision  of  those  Laws  which  confiscated  the 
property,  or  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace  with  the 
United  States,  such  Debts  ought  to  be  answered 
out  of  the  confiscated  estj\tes  of  the  Loyalists ;  for 
it  appears  to  us  that  it  would  be  not  only  contrary 
to  the  clearest  principles  of  justice,  but  to  the  very 
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Ian;4uage  of  the  Confiscation  Laws,  that  they  should 
be  held  to  convert  to  the  use  of  the  State  the  Pro- 
perty of  the  Loyalists  otherwise  than  subject  to 
the  payment  of  their  Debts.  The  ijggregate  of 
those  Debts,  thus  deducted,  form  a  heavy  sum 
total,  the  burthen  whereof,  had  this  operation  been 
neglected,  would  in  effect  have  been  transferred  to 
this  Country  ;  whereas,  on  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice, it  ought  to  remain  upon  the  respective  Statei^ 
possessing  the  property  of  the  Claimants  originally 
chargeable  with  those  Debts.  It  seems,  however, 
just  that  the  Loyalist  should  be  protected  against 
such  Debts,  or  be  enabled  to  discharge  them ;  other- 
wise he  may  eventually  pay  them  twice  over,  and 
the  bounty  of  this  Country  may,  in  some  Cases, 
merely  enable  him  to  pay  those  Debts  again  which 
have  been  already  deducted  out  of  his  compensation. 
Whether  the  Laws  as  they  now  stand  are  suf- 
ficient for  this  purpose,  or  whether  any  further 
provision  is  necessary  or  expedient ;  or  whether,  if 
the  Courts  of  Justice  are  not  open  in  the  United 
States,  some  explanation  or  negotiation  with  them 
should  be  resorted  to,  is  not  for  us  to  determine* 
We  have  not  thought  ourselves  at  liberty,  without 
further  instructions,  to  depart  from  a  broad  prin^ 
ciple  of  reason  and  justice;  especially  when  such  a 
departure  would  have  had  the  effect  of  throwing  an 
immense  burthen  upon  this  Country,  which  neither 
injustice  nor  honour  she  ought  to  bear.  '  /-^ 
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y^  These  observations  apply  to  those  Cases  in  which 
there  is  no  doubt  of  there  having  been  a  sufficiency 
to  discharge  all  Debts  due  from  the  owners  of  the 
estates  confiscated.  There  are  other  Cases  of  a 
more  complicated  nature,  in  which  it  has  been 
.  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  ascertain  whether  there 
was  or  was  not  a  sufficiency  for  that  purpose.  In 
such  Cases  we  have  made  deductions  with  a  sparing 
hand,  and  after  hearing  every  thing  the  party  had 
to  urge  on  the  subject,  have  given  an  equitable  con- 
sideration to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  each 
Case.  We  have  been  very  cautious  in  taking  the 
exaggerated  accounts  of  those  Debts,  as  presented 
to  or  allowed  by  the  Commissioners  of  confiscation 
in  the  United  States.  We  have  seldom  gone  fur- 
ther than  to  deduct  such  as  the  Claimant,  on  his 
examination  on  oath  before  us,  has  admitted  to  be 
justly  due,  unless  other  corroborative  or  circum- 
stantial evidence  sufficientiv  established  them  :  .jt 
though  in  the  first  instance,  it  might  appear  that 
such  deductions  might  be  made  with  propriety,  as 
the  different  States  have  admitted  them  against 
themselves ;  yet  the  various  circumstances  of  pre- 
tended trespasses  and  damages,  of  fabricated  ac- 
counts arid  arbitrary  balances,  blending  principal 
and  interest  together ;  the  uncertainty  and  fluctua- 
tion of  the  value  of  their  nominal  money ;  the  fa- 
cility with  which  Claims  of  this  kind  were  made 
by  Creditors  and  admitted  by  Commissioners,  which 
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characters  not  unfrequently  unitec'  in  the  same 
persons  at  diiFerent  times ;  not  to  mention  the  fa- 
ciHty  of  committing  direct  frauds  under  govern- 
ments without  energy  :  all  these  circumstances 
have  made  us  extremely  careful  in  making  deduc- 
tions of  this  nature,  and  have  induced  us  to  give 
the  turn  always  in  favour  of  the  Claimant. 

We  now  proceed  to  lay  beforf  your  Lordships 
a  general  Statement  of  the  Claims  and  Liquidated 
Losses  up  to  the  present  time,  divided  into  Classes ; 
and  shall,  in  another  Statement,  give  an  Account 
of  the  sums  which  have  been  already  granted,  and 
the  amount  of  what  remains  for  consideration.        -^ 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  repair  to  Nova 
Scotia  and  Canada  having  completed  the  business 
committed  to  them,  and  returned  .0  this  Country 
last  autumn,  have  made  a  separate  Report  of  their 
Proceedings,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer :  but 
in  order  to  give  a  more  comprehensive  view  of  the 
whole,  we  propose  to  unite  the  Proceedings  of  both 
Boards  in  one  General  Statement,  in  the  Appendix 
to  this  Report. 
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188]  FIRST  GENERAL  STATEMENT 

Of  Claims  made  by,  and  Losses  liquidated  of,  American  Loyalists. 


LOSSES  OF  PROPERTY. 

Claims  under  the  Acts  of  1783  &  1785. 

1.  Loyali^Ts  who  bave  rendered  Services  . . 

S.  Loyalists  who  bore  Arms  in  the  Service 

of  Great  Britain 

3.  Loyalists  Zealous  and  Uniform 

4.  Loyal  British  Subjects  resident  in  Great 
Britain 

5.  Loyalists  who  took  Oaths  to  the  Ameri- 
cans, but  afterwards  joined  the  Britrtb  .. 

6.  Loyalists  who  bore  Arms  for  the  American 
States,  but  afterwards  joined 

7.  Loyalists  sustaining  Losses  under  the 
Prohibitory  Act,  exclusive  of  others  .... 

8.  Loyal  British  Proprietors 

9'  Loyalis'.s,  now  Subjects  or  settled  Inha" 

bitants  of  the  United  States,  some  of  whom 
are  Persons  of  gre&t  Merit 

10.  ClaimsDisalloweo  AND  Withdrawn  : 

1 .  Disallowed  for  want  of  Proof  of  Loy- 
alty       5 

2.  Ditto  for  want  of  satisfactory  Proof  189 

3.  Ditto  beings  fraudulent 9 

4.  Ditto  being  for  Debts  only 16 

5.  Withdrawn 24 

1 1 .  Loyal  British  Subjects,  who  appear  to 
have  Relief  provided  for  them  by  the  Treaty 

of  Peace 

N.B.  The  Amount  of  the  Claims  in  these 

two  Cases  is  included  in  other  Classes. 

12.  Claims  presented,  but  not  prosecuted  . . 

Claims  under  the  Act  of  1788. 

13.  Claimof  John  Penn,  jun.  and  John  Penn, 
sen.  Esqrs.  (v.  Special  Report) 

14.  Ditto  of  Lord  Fairfax  (Ditto) 

15.  Ditto  of  the  Creditors  on  the  Ceded  Lands 
111  Georgia  (Ditto) 

16.  Ditto   of   the   other   Persons   specially 
named  in  the  Aut  of  1788 
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176 

252 
414 

31 

22 

13 

6 
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21 
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LOSSES  OF  INCOME. 


Claims  for  Loss  of  Income  allowed  ....... 

Ditto  uf  a  Person  now  a  Subject  or  settled 

Inhabitant  of  the  United  States 

Ditto   where  the   Parties  hav«  died  since 

their  Claims  were  examined 

Ditto  which  have  been  disallowed 

Ditto  for  Loss  of  Income  allc^.  .'A   (referred 

by  the  Act  of  1788) 


448 

1 
1 

11 

14 

1657 


Losses  allowed. 


£.             M.  d. 

1,904,632    4  0 

1,040,506    6  0 

1,744,492  18  0 

343,139     4  0 

137,718     3  0 

103,363  19  0 

31,437     1  0 

537,854    0  0 

51,578     0  0 


20,589  10  d 

C53,819     3  0 

104,618  15  0 

145,582  12  0 


£.  t.  d. 

640,69«)  19  0 

263, .  35  6  0 

531,616  4  0 

140,927  0  0 

36,530  0  0 

26,738  1  0 


959,387  19     0 


14,413  13    0 
290,000    0    0 


20,077    0   0 

)  m\  r 
1S,370    0    b 


944,817     8  6 

98,000    0  0 

45,885  17  5 

77,246    0  0 


500,000     0  0 

60,000     0  0 

45,885  17  5 

29,977     0  0 


8.943,657  19  11 


Amount  of 

Claims 
per  annum. 


252 

1 

15 
30 

1 


299 


£.  8.  d. 

92,388  0  0 

600  0  0 

4,683  0  0 

9,865  U  0 

894  0  0 


108,430     0     0 


2,613,260    0     5 


Loss  of  Income 

per  annum 

found. 


£.  s.  d. 

75,224  0  0 

500  0  0 

3,838  0  0 

800  0  0 


80,372     0     0 


lerican  Loyalists. 


of 


s.  d. 

4  0 
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18  0 

4  0 

3  0 

19  0 

I  0 

0  0 

0  0 


d  d 
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5  d 

2  d 


Losses  allowed. 


£.  s.  d. 

640,6d<)  19  0 

2613, .  35  6  0 

531,616  4  0 

14d,527  d  0 
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The  Act  of  Parliament  having  directed  us  to  en- 
quire into  tlie  Loyalty  and  Services  as  well  as  into 
the  Losses  of  the  Parties,  we  have  thought  it  our 
duty  to  distinguish  them  into  these  different  Heads 
or  Classes  with  a  reference  to  that  subject,  not  pre- 
suming to  judge  whether  Parliament  might  make 
any  or  what  distinction  in  the  distribution  of  its 
bounty ;  but  being  desirous  of  stating  ail  the  circum" 
stances  applicable  to  different  descriptions  of  per- 
sons, without  going  into  invidious  distinctions  of  the 
comparative  merit  or  political  tenets  of  individuals 
in  the  early  stage  of  the  dissentions,  and  which  we 
apprehend  the  Act  of  Parliament  neither  warranted 
nor  intended.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that 
whatever  is  the  comparative  merit  either  of  the 
Classes  themselves  or  of  the  individuals  that  com- 
pose them ;  they  have  all  and  each  of  thera  sus- 
tained the  Losses  set  against  their  respective  names 
in  consequence  of  Loyalty  to  his  Majesty  and  at- 
tachment to  the  British  Government,     n        r .  I,.  .  * 

It  may,  perhaps,  appear  singular  that  so  many 
of  the  Claims  presented,  viz.  448,  Ixave  not  been 
prosecuted  ;  but  it  may  be  owing,  in  the  first  place, 
tp  the  circumstance  of  many  of  these  Claimants 
having  recovered  possession  of  their  estates,  and  in 
the  next  place  to  the  uncertainty  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Enquiry,  as  to  the  nature  of  our  Com- 
mission, and  the  species  of  Loss  which  was  the 
object  of  it,  and  perhaps  to  the  consciousness  of 
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others  that  they  were  not  able  to  establish  the  Claims 
they  had  presented.  »-   ♦..«*v^^  --»i*   -,...  j,..i-i^ 

"  Besides  those  Claims  which  were  referred  to  us 
by  the  last  Act  of  Parliament,  there  are  two  of  the 
above  Classes,  viz.  the  9th  and  Uth,  to  the  ob- 
jects of  which  Parliament  hath  not  yet  allotted  any 
compensation.  With  regard  to  the  9th  Class,  vi2. 
of  those  who  are  Subjects  or  Settled  Inhabitants  of 
the  United  States ;  we  cannot  presume  to  anticipate 
the  opinion  of  Government,  but  we  cannot  help 
observing  that  there  a*^  many  persons  included  in 
that  Class  of  great  merit  and  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  hardship.  With  respect  to  the  1 1th 
Class,  viz.  of  those  who  appear  to  have  relief  by 
the  Treaty  of  Peace ;  it  is  to  be  observed  that  it 
consists  of  the  value  of  Reversionary  Interests  in 
Estates  expectant  on  the  determination  of  Lives 
now  in  being,  the  value  of  the  Life  Interests  bein^ 
included  in  some  of  the  other  Classes.  It  is  proper 
to  observe  that  the  fee  of  the  property  in  these  in- 
stances has  been  seized,  confiscated,  and  sold  by 
the  respective  States  within  whose  territory  the 
property  lies ;  and  notwithstanding  the  Provisions 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  we  are  afraid  there  is  little 
probability  of  the  recovery  of  such  Reversionary 
Interests  by  the  persons  entitled  in  remainder.  We 
submit  therefore  to  the  consideration  of  Govern- 
ment and  of  Parliament,  whether  it  will  be  morQ 
eligible  to  make  those  Persons  who  have  lost  their 
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Life  Interests  a  compensation  only  for  the  Loss  of 
those  Interests  ;  or  to  make  a  compensation  for  the 
fee  simple  of  the  Property,  to  be  paid  to  Trustees, 
subject  to  the  same  uses  to  which  the  estates  were 
settled ;  by  which  means  for  a  comparatively  small 
additional  consideration  those  entitled  in  Remainder 
will  have  no  future  Claim  on  the  justice  or  liberality 
of  the  Nation,  if  they  should  not  recover  their 
Property  on  the  death  of  the  Tenants  for  Life ;  and 
this  Country  will  become  Creditors  of  the  different 
States  for  the  value  of  this  Reversionary  Property 
whenever  an  Arrangement  shall  take  place  between 
the  two  Countries  of  their  respective  interests  and 
pretensions. 

It  remains  to  be  observed  that  the  Claims  for 
Losses  sustained  by  furnishing  provisions,  &c.  for 
the  service  of  his  Majesty's  army  and  navy  in 
America  during  the  last  war,  are  not  included  in 
the  foregoing  Statements  :  The  Members  of  the 
Board,  specially  appointed  by  the  ninth  clause  of 
the  last  Act,  to  enquire  into  such  Claims,  are  now 
in  the  progress  of  their  Examinations  which,  when 
completed,  will  make  the  subject  matter  of  a  sepa- 
rate Report.  .    ,, 
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^,j,  ^  SECOND  GENERAL  STATEMENT      ^mj* 

OF  THE  SUMS  WHICH  HAVE  BEEN  ALREADY  GRANTED 

^'          OF  WHAT  HEMArNS  FOR  CONSIDERATION.    '''*=** 
i'i\ Msjbii 

/J»li*T.xi;[!      1.   SUMS  ALREADY  GRANTED.  'M:, 

if.      *.   d. 
Amount  of  GiantB  of  1785,  1786,  and  1787,  »'        ""     '** 

for  Compensation  for  Loss  ot' Property  ...  454,260  19  .  t^i  .        (i 

Do.  Grant  of  1788,  for  Do 1,463,977    4      '''        *  ^^' 

.  IfS  MtJ  1,917,«38    .1    0) 

Amount  of  tfee  Pensions  tr  which  the  252  Persons  men-  ^  . 

tioned  in  the  former  Statement  would  have  been  en-  '**  *  *  ^ 

titled  under  the  Address  of  the  House  of  Commons  of 
ihe  9th  of  Jui.e,  1788,  if  not  provided  for 35,339    0    9 

Amount  pi  the  N«t  Pei|s>on  after  aiakinp^  dadueCions  in 
various  instauces  on  account  of  the  Provisions  enjoyed     27,528     0    tt 

'     { 
2.   AMOUNT  OF  WHaT  REMAINS  FOR  CONSIDERATION. 

Losses  Liquidated. 

Claims  Iie^rd  tindi&r  form«r  Aets,  hut  which  have  not  par> 
ticipated  in  the  Act  of  1788.     (Number  of  Claims  60.)     108,995   1 1     Q 

Do.  ot  Trustees  under  the  will  of  Earl  GranviHe,  de- 

ceaised.     (See  Special  Report.) 60,000    0     Q 

Do.  of  Subjects  or   Settled   TnhahitantR  of  the  United 
States,  m»ny  of  which  art  C^ses  of  great  merit ......    34)868    6    9.i 

Do.  of  Persons  who  appeal*  to  have  Relief  provided  for 
them  by  the  Treaty  of  Peace 13,270    0     0^ 

N.  B»   The  above  Statement  includes  tlie  Claims  %:  v^^ 

examined  in  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada. 

.      CLAIMS  UNDER  THE  ACT  OF   1788.    u    .'  l,.   ,^    , 

Cliiim  of  Messrs.  Penns'.     (See  Special  Report.) 500,000    0    0 

Do.  of  Lord  Fairfax.     (See  Special  Report.) 60,000     O    0 

Do.  of  the  Creditors  on  the  ceded  Lands  in  Georgia.    (See 

Special  Report.) s'i,885  17     5 

Di).  of  other  Persons  specially  n.imed  in  the  Act  cf  1788 .     29,977     0     0 

852,996  14     5 
Claim  for  the  Loss  of  Income per  annum      ;f  .800    0    0 
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We  have  only  further  to  observe,  that  conform- 
ilble  to  your  Lordships  directions  signified  in  a 
Letter  from  George  Rose,  Esq.  of  the  6th  of  Au- 
gust, 1788,  we  have  made  deductions  from  the 
Annual  Allowances  for  temporary  support  enjoyed 
by  the  parties  in  proportion  to  the  sums  received 
by  them  respectively  out  of  the  Grants  of  Parlia- 
ment, taking  all  the  circumstances  of  those  Cases 
into  consideration.  We  have  also  reviewed  the  An- 
nual Allowances  of  those  who  either  had  made  no 
Claim  for  Loss  of  Property,  Office,  or  Profession, 
or  whose  Claims  have  been  disallowed :  but  how- 
ever connected  this  is  with  the  general  subject  of 
relief  and  com^iensation  to  the  Loyalists  ;  yet  as  it 
is  not  one  of  the  objects  referred  to  us  by  the  Act 
of  Parliament  constituting  our  Commission,  we 
shall  reserve  what  we  have  further  to  say  on  this 
head  for  a  separate  Report. 

»  We  have  thus,  we  trust,  brought  the  whole  of 
the  important  business  committed  to  us  nearly  to 
a  conclusion  ;  little  more  remains  to  be  transacted 
than  what  Parliament  may  think  necessary  for  the 
final  payment  of  those  Claimants  who  have  not  yet 
partaken  of  the  National  bounty. 

Great  as  is  the  length  of  time  which  hath  been 
consumed  in  the  prosecution  of  this  En(|uiry,  it 
may  without  difficulty  be  accounted  for  by  a  survey 
of  the  multiplicity  and  complicated  nature  of  the 
objects  to  which  the  Acts  of  Parliament  extended 


e 
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our  scrutiny ;  and  when  to  these  are  added  the  In- 
vestigation (delega(:ed  to  us  by  your  Lordships)  of 
the  numerous  Claims  for  present  relief  and  Tem- 
porary support  (which  alone  formed  a  heavy  branch 
of  business  demanding  daily  attention),  the  several 
Reviews  and  Modifications  of  the  Pension  Lists,  and 
the  various  other  extraneous  matter,  which  has 
incidentally  devolved  upon  is,  we  trust  we  shall, 
on  a  due  consideration  of  this  extensive  scene  of 
employment,  at  least  stand  exculpated  by  your  Lord- 
ships of  inactivity  and  unnecessary  delay.  We  have 
felt  with  anxious  solicitude  the  urgency  as  well  as 
the  importance  and  delicate  nature  of  the  trust  re- 
posed in  us,  and  to  this  impression  our  exertions 
towards  the  speedy,  faithful,  and  honourable  exe- 
cution of  it  have  been  proportioned.  We  cannot 
flatter  ourselves  that  no  errors  have  been  com- 
mitted ;  but  we  have  this  consolation,  that  the 
most  assiduous  endeavours  have  not  been  wanting 
on  our  part  to  do  justice  to  the  individuals  and  to 
the  PublJck.  Supported  by  this  reflection  in  our 
retirement  from  this  most  arduous  and  invidious 
employment,  we  shall  feel  no  inconsiderable  satis- 
faction in  having  been  instrumental  towards  the 
completion  of  a  work  which  must  ever  reiiect 
honour  on  the  character  of  the  British  Nation, 

John  Wilmot, 


Office  of  American  Claims, 

Lincoln's  Jnn  Fields, 

May  ISth,  1789. 
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196]       A    STATEMENT    OF    THE    CLAIMS 

EXAMINED  1\\  THE  COMMISSIONERS,    fltc. 
TO  THE  10th  of.*-ne,  1789. 

I.  Of  Claims  made  by,  and  Losi>F.i>  liqi        vdof,  American  Loyalists. 


Claims    examined    by    the 
Cumrais^ioners    in    Eiig 
land 


Claims  rtxaniined  by  the 
Cummissiuner.4  in  Nova 
Scotia  and  Canada .... 


Number 
CUiin^. 


Claims  undf.r  the  Act  of 
1788,  VIZ. 

Claim  of  John  Penn,  Junior, 

^^      and  John  Pennj    Senior, 

"  Esquires 


939 

!,272 
2,211 


Ditto  of  Robert  Lord  Fair- 
— ^'"^      fax,  and  his  Trustees   ... 

Ditto    of  the   Creditors   on 

the  Ceded  IjiUids  in  Geor- 

•^         gia  (Class  12) 


Ditto  of  the  other  Persons 
specially  named  in  the 
Act 


Claims   Disallowed    and 
Withdrawn. 

1 .  Disallowed  for  want 
of  Proof  of  Loyalty  .       8 

2.  Ditto,  for  want  of 
satisfactory  Proof  of 
Loss 298 

3.  Ditto,  being  fraudu- 
lent;      10 

4.  Ditto,beingforDebt8 
only  . 19 

5.  Withdrawn 37 

Claims   presented    but   not 
prosecuted 


Total 


I'Osiet  k  t   Property. 


AmouDt  ot'  CUini!!. 


Luttea  allowad. 


£.       *.    d. 
5,893,710  15     0 

975,310  13     0 


6,869,021     8     0 


11 


14 


372 
547 


3,157 


944,817  8  6 

98,000  0  0 

45,885  17  5 

77,246  0  0 


8,034,970  13  11 

22,293  14     2 

732,298     0     3 
106,131   15     0 

152,615     9     2 
1,030,521    19     3 


£.        ».   d. 
1,977,397     3     0 

336,753     2     6 


2,314,150     5     6 


Lo»!i(fi  nf  Inromn. 


Ainuuiit 
of  Cltfinit 

per 
Annum. 


K)7,53G 


107,536 


Ia}s»  of 
Income 
per  Ann- 
found. 


79,.'573 


500,000  0  0 
60,000  0  0 

45,885  17  5 


29,977     0     0|         89'J      t'^'^0 
108,430  80,372 


r9,57« 


2,950,013     3   11 


10,078,831   11     9 


2,950.013     2  n 


•  '  :r 


108,430 


5A 


80,372 


Office  of  American  Claims, 
ifunelS,  1789. 


MS 


Ian  Loyalist*. 


Lo««e<i  of  Inroww. 


Amount  I  Losi  of 
of  CUiiiis   Income 


per 

Annum. 


prr  Ann- 
foiinri. 


M)7,53G 


k     G 
5     6  107,530 


79,S73 


79,57« 


0     01 


0    0 


17     5 


r     0     0  891      I  BOO 

'{~^   II  10a,430i  80,373 


V'i 


^^. 


)13     2  11   108,430 


80,372 


II,  Of  the  Sums  which  have  been  already  Granted.  [197 

AMOUNT  or   SUMS  ALREADY  GRANTED   BY    PARLIAMENT. 


For  Loss  of  Puohkrtv. 

Amount  of  the  Sum»  grantpcl   for  Compensation  by 

the  Acts  of  1785,  1786,  17«7,  and  1788 


Amount  of  Deductions  ma<lp  (pursuant  to  tl»e  Din  c- 
tions  of  tlie  Act  of  1788),  from  the  Losses  allowed 
tl>e  American  Loyalists 

Amount  of  Deductions  made  from  ditto  on  Account 
of  Allowances  for  Tcnporary  Support 


For  Loss  or  Incomr. 

Asiount  of  Pensions  paid  to  21 1  Persons  on  arcount 
of  Los'^es  of  Income,  pursuant  to  the  Address  o( 
the  House  of  Commons  of  the  9th  of  June  17R8, 
per  Annum   

N-  B.  This  is  exclusive  of  Annual   Allowances  fo 
Temporary  Support  ((ranted  to  557  PersMns,  being; 
chierty  Widows,  Orphans,  and  Merchants,  to  the 
Amount  of,  per  Annum 


sS.     t.d. 
I,9?7,238     3  0 

174,990     6  0 
4,787   19  g' 


£.    i.  d. 


27,528     0  0 


26,52(;     0  0 


2,097,0 IG    8    fi 


AMOUNT    OF  WHAT   REMAKES    FOR  CONSIDERATION 

OF    PARLIAMENT. 


For  Loss  of  Property. 


Claims  which  have  not  participated  in  the 
Grant  of  1738 


Ditto  of  the  Earl  of  Coventry  and  Lord  Vis- 
count Weymouth,  Trustees.  See  Special 
Report,  Class  8 » 

Ditto  of  Messrs.  Penn's.  See  Special  Report, 
Class  8 


Number 

of 
Claims 


Ditto  of  Robert  Lord  Fairfax  and  his  Trus 
tees.     See  Special  Report,  Class  8 

Pitto  of  Subjects  or  Settled  Inhabitants  if 
the  United  States,  many  of  which  are 
Cases  of  great  merit.     Class  9 

Ditto  of  Persons  who  appear  to  have  Relief 
provided  for  them  by  the  'I'reaty  of  Peace, 
but  state  the  utter  impossibility  of  pro- 
curing it.     Class  11 

I  Ditto  of  Creditors  on  the  Ceded  Lands  in 
1     Georgia.    See  Special  Report,  Class  12.. . 

For  Loss  of  Income. 

Amount  of  Income  allowed  under  the  Act 
of  1788,  per  Annum  ^.800. 


74 

I 
1 
1 

45 

2 
11 


£.    s.  t' 


138,972  11  0 

60,000  0  0 

500,000  0  0 

<;o,ooo  0  0 

34,8G8  6  0 

13,270  0  0 

45,885  17  5 


V 


8.52,99G  14     H 
£2,950,013     '.{  11 


^    I 
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